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PREFACE. 


THE  Fadts  which  are  given  to  the  World 
in  the  courfe  of  this  Work,   are  of  the 
moll  public  notoriety.     The  efficiency 
of  them  is  the  proper,  and  the  only  neceflary 
fupport.    A  Name  of  €onfequcnce  might  give 
them   brilliancy,   but  could  not  add  to  their 
own    great   and    internal  ftrength.     A  Name, 
therefore,  without  that  Confcquence,  will  not 
be  produdtive  of  any  benefit  to  them.'     Under 
this    impreffion,   the  Author  would  certainly 
have  again  omitted   his  Name  to  this,  as  he 
did  to  the  former  Edition,  had  not  other  reafons 
been  urgeilt  with  him  to  the  contrary.     Thefe 
were  fugg^fted,  by  obfcrving  in  Lord  Sheffield's 
Treatife  upon  the  Commerce  of  the  American 
States,  a  ftrange  perverfion  of  his  Arguments, 
falfe  dedudtions   drawn  from  them,   and  even 
his  words  mifquoted.     Compelled,   therefore, 

a  to 
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to  bring  forward  his  Name  to  the  Public,  iit 
defence  of  his  Opinions,  he  fubmits  to  the 
ireceffity  with  humility  and  deference.  ^ 

Whenever  3l  Perfoi^  is  poilefTed  of  material 
information  on  any  National  Objedt,  it  is  a 
duty  which  he  owes  to  the  Public,  to  com- 
municate it  to  them.  At  this  great  and  folemn 
period,  when  the  mofl  important  Revolution 
perhaps  ever  known,  has  juft  pafTed  ;  and  under 
circumflances  which,  during  their  operation, 
menaced  us  in  the  mofl  alarming  manner,  it 
would  be  a  criminal  negligence  to  wdth-hold 
any  knowledge  that  might  contribute  to  the 
happy  fettlement  of  our  future  connexions  with 
the  States  of  America ;  a  fettlement  upon 
which  our  own  welfare  in  Xo  great  a  meafure 
depends. 

The  Author  is  charged  in  general  terms, 
\jy  Lord  Sheffield,  in  page  7th  of  the  Preface 
to  the  Obfervations  which  he  has  publifbed, 
with  arguing,  that  "  the  American  States, 
"  although  now^  Foreign,  ought  to  be  indulged 

"  with 
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**\vlth  nearly  all  the  Commercial  Privilege'^ 
"  and  immunities  which  they  enjoyed  whiifl 
'^  Britifli  Subjects — that,  in  return,  they  will 
"  fupply  our  Weft  India  Iflands  with  Provi- 
"  fions,  &c.  and  take  from  them  Sugar,  Rum," 
&c.  As  far  as  the  Author  can  comprehend 
this  charge,  it  appears  to  be  founded  upon 
certain  Facts,  offcnfive  to  the  noble  Writer, 
though  fupported  In  general  by  our  Commer- 
cial Intercft,  and  in  particular  by  a  very  great 
and  refpe<ftable  part  of  it,  t\vd  Weft  India  Mer- 
chants and  Planters.  Speaking  then  generally 
to  it,  the  Author  fully  admits  the  charge,  and 
is  prepared  to  juflify  the  principle,  upon  this 
ground^  that  the  nearer  approach  we  make  to 
the  renewal  of  thofe  connexions,  upon  which  the 
grandeur  of  our  Empire  was  founded,  the  nearer 
approach  we  ihall  make  to  a  Relloration  of  the 
ftate  from  which  It  has  fallen.  But  the  Author 
never  affertcd,  what  the  noble  Lord  is  pleafed 
to  alfert  for  him,  in  the  next  page,  viz.  that  the 
Americans  "  will  become  our  lliip-builders, 
*'  we  being  unable  to  build  ffiips,  and  to 
*'  Carry    for   ourfelves,  but    at   an  intolerable 
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^*  lofs."    The  Author  afferted  only,  and'  tie  flill 
aflerts,  that  the  Incorporation  of  American  Ship** 
ping  amongfl:  ours,  has  been  found,  by  long  ex- 
perience, to  be  of  eflential'  fervice  to  our  Navi-- 
gation ;  and  that  the  continuation  of  this  prac- 
tice in  future,  in  order  to  fupply  the  deficiencies^ 
which  we  cannot  procure  to  equal  advantage 
elfewhere,  will  be  the  only  means  of  preferving.. 
the  Carrying  Trade. 

Tfe  noble  Lord  further  adds  (fpeaklng  of 
this  Work)  "that  this  farther  advantage  is  held 
"  out  to  us,  that  the  Americans  will  take  our 
"  Manufafturcs,  when  the.y  cannot  get  the 
'^  fame  articles  cheaper,  better,  and  on  longer 
**  credit,  elfewhere."  It  is  not  furely  a  very 
inconiiderable  advantage  to  have  the  preference 
of  the  cuilom  of  any  Nation,  wh^n  that  Nation^ 
can  procure  them  on  equal  terms  from  other 
places.  The  dodlrinal  Creed  of  a  Man  of  Bufi- 
nefs  is,  to  make  his  purchafes  in  the  cheapeft 
markets,  and  upon  the  beft  terms.  And  if 
America  gives  us  the  preference  of  purchafe, 
her  connexion   is  beneficial   to   us.     But,  the 

Author 
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Autlior  is  of  opinion,  judging  from  the 
difpont'ons  of  thofe  States  upon  the  Peace  to 
trade  with  us,  that,  with  proper  cncour-.o-e- 
ment  on  our  parts,  their  Commerce  would, 
ahiioll  exclufively,  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 

In  the   fame  Preflicc  to  this  laft  Edition  of 
the  Obfervations  on  the  Commerce  of  the  Ame- 
.rican  States,  the  noble  Lord  appears  to  be  very 
inattentive  to  the  Work  that  he   undertook  to 
iCriticife,     For  he   has   imputed   words  to  the 
Author  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  his  Work. 
Of  thcfe  inftances   the   following  are  particu- 
larly material.     Lord  Sheffield,  fpeaking  of  the 
former    Edition   of  thefe    Confiderations,  has 
ihefe  words  :  "  The  article   relative  to  Ame- 
*'  rican  ihipping,  is  the  moll  extraordinary  of 
"  thev/hole;  he  fays,  398,000  tons  were  em- 
**  ployed   in    the   Commerce    between    Great 
**  Britain  and  America,  exclufive  of  the  Trade 
"  between  the  latter  and  the  WcH;  Indies.    The 
*'  Author  may  eafily  learn,    that  not  110,000 
*'  tons   were  at   any   time   employed   in  that 
•"  Commerce." — In  this  obfervation,  the  paf- 
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ffige  it  refers  to  is  wholly  miflaken,  and  mifr 
quoted.  This  appears  by  a  reference  to  page 
23  of  the  firfl,  and  32  of  the  prefent  Edition  of 
thefe  Confiderat'ons,  in  whiph  will  be  foun4 
the  words  which  Lord  Sheffield  has  fo  mif- 
qnoted,  viz.  "  The  American  fliipping  em- 
"  ployed  in  the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain 
"  (exclufive  of  the  Trade  between  America 
*'  and  the  Wefl  Indies')  at  the  commencement 
''^  of  the  American  War,  was  398,000  tons." 
The  noble  Lord  is  the  lefs  excufable  for  this 
miftakc,  as  in  page  24  of  the  firft,  and  33  of 
the  prcfent  Edition,  a  diilinftion  is  made,  in 
order  to  prevent  "  the  confounding  them  with 
^'-  thofe  fliips  which  carried  on  the  Trade  be- 
'*  tween  this  Countrv  and  America." 

.  The  Author  will  give  the  bed  anfwer  in 
his  power  to  the  noble  Lord's  complaint, 
whicl]  he  makes  in  fuch  loofc  terms  in  page  y 
cf  the  Preface  to  the  lafi  Edition  of  his  Obfer- 
vations.  This  complaint  is  that  "  of  150  pages 
^^  of  this  Work  being  filled  with  calculations 
^'^  and  aiiertions,  hazarded  in  the  fame  manner, 
^^:  without   apparent  authority."      In  the    firfl: 

Edition, 
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"Edition,  the  Author  faid,  that  the  account  of 
the  fhips  employed  in  the  Commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  was  taken  "  from  actual  furveys  of 
"  the  iliipping,  and  from  evidence  and  papers 
"  laid  before  Parliament ;"  and,  in  another 
place,  that  "  there  not  being  the  fame  rcgu- 
*'  larity  in  furveying  the  Trading  veiTels  of 
'*  that  Country  (America)  as  is  pradtifed  in 
*'  Great  Britain,  and  the  Cullom-houfe  Books 
"^  not  diftinguifhing  the  voyages  which  each  fhip 
^^  made  in  the  year,  it  is  not  poffible  to  give 
**  fo  very  exadl  an  account.  But  good  infor- 
"  mation,  colled:ed  with  care,  and  compared 
"  with  the  produce  of  the  different  States, 
*'  very  fully  fupplies  the  deficiency."  So  far, 
therefore,  the  Author  was  not  deficient  in 
giving  Authorities.  Some  indifputable,  others 
the  bell  that  could  be  procured.  But  as  the 
noble  Lord  feems  defirous  of  yet  more  parti- 
cular ones,  and  as,  from  his  having  miftakcn 
what  the  Author  has  faid  upon  the  fubjed:,  it 
may  be  fuppofcd,  that  he  is  not  acquainted 
with  that  furvcy  of  our  fliipping  from  which 
the  befl  information  is  to  be  derived,  the  Aur 
thor  now  informs  him,  that  the  account  of  our 
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flipping,  is  taken  from  aftual  furveys,  con- 
tinually making,  of  the  v.elTels  trading  to  and 
from  the  different  Pprps  of  Great  Britain.  They 
contain  the  Ihip's  name,  that  of  the  Mailers, 
the  place  and  the  year  in  which  flie  was  built, 
the  tonnage,  the  voyage  which  fhe  has 
made,  and  the  port  in  which  llie  was  furveyed. 
From  this  a&ual  fuf  vey,  the  Author  aflerted, 
that  at  the  commencement  pf  the  American 
War,  there  were,  as  nearly  as  could  be  afcer? 
Itained,  398,000  tons  of  fliipping,  of  the  built 
of  the  Countries  now  compofing  the  United 
Sates,  employed  in  the  general  Commerce  of 
Great  Britain.  * 

In  all  that  concerns  the  general  principles 
of  our  Colonial  Commerce,  the  Author  has  fol- 
lowed the  opinions  of  Mr.  Burke,  whofe  great 
and  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  that  fubjedt 
has  produced  an  habitual  deference  to  it.  In 
the  particular,  as  well  as  general  parts,  he 
has  paid  the  llridleil  attention  to  thofe  of  Mr. 

Glover, 

*  The  Weft  Indi^  Planters  and  Merchants  have  given  an  account  to 
the  fsme  purport,  and  from  the  fame  authority.  It  is  not  the  exaft  nani- 
ber  of  fhips,  becaufc  the  extrafts  were  not  probably  made  at  the  fame 
jdentical  period,  the  Dookf  being  coriefted  either  ■weekly,  or  every  fort- 
night ;  when  the  number  of  fhips  vary.  The  Author's  extraft  was 
inacefrom  tlie  Bock  dated  17^5  and  1776, 


Glover,  whofe  judicious  and  accurate  jiccount^ 
of  the  llatc  of  the  feveral  branches  of  gur 
Trade,  formed  upon  long  habits  of  experience, 
have  been  ever  confidered  as  of  the  higheft 
authority.  In  the  'Weil  India  Trade,  he  has 
looked  upon  the  late  Mr.  Ellis  of  Jamaica,  and 
the  late  Mr.  Walker,  Agent  for  Earbadoes, 
,as  poflcfled  of  the  belt  pradtical  knowledge  of 
it.  Thefe  Gentlemen  gave  an  intereiling  and 
exa<fl  detail  in  the  year  1775,  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  was  fummed  up  in  the  molt 
mafterly  manner  by  Mr.  Glover.  The  tefti- 
monies  of  thefe  Gentlernen  have  been  fupported 
by  Mr.  Edwards,  Vv^hofe  equally  good  pra(ftical 
information  and  judipious  fentiments  on  the 
fubjedl:,  given  by  hirn  to  the  World  in  a 
Pamphlet  lately  publifhed,  fully  confirms  thofe 
pf  the  Author  qf  thefe  Confiderations. 

The  a.ccount  of  the  Exportation  of  Sugar 
from  the  Weft  Indies  to  America,  which  the 
noble  Lord  flates  to  be  very  erroneous,  was 
taken  from  Mr.  Walker,  whofe  information 
has  been  generally  admitted  to  be  very  cor- 
rect.    In  this  inllance,  however,  he  appears  to 

have 
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liave  exceeded  the  real  export,  owing  probablj', 
to  his  either  confidering  the  whole  confumption 
of  brown  fugar  in  America  as  being  the  produce 
ef  our  Weft  India  Wands,  or  including  the 
refined  fugar   fent  there  from   England.     But 
there  certainly  was  a   great    part  of   the  fugar 
imported    into    that  Country  of   French,   and 
other  Foreign  produ6tion.     The  account,  there- 
fore,  as   it  has  been  ftated,  may  be  too  much. 
But  the  real  quantity  cannot  be  obtained  ;   nor 
iJndeed  is  it  of  any  great  confequence.     The 
Tables  given  by  the  noble  Lord,  ftate  that  of 
Foreign   at    about    4,000,    and  the   Britifli  at 
about    7,500   hogflieads,   at   1000  pounds  neat 
weight    to  each    hogfnead  ;    which   is,   on   an 
wreroge,    of    each    hoglliead,     not     fufficient. 
Mr.   Edwards,  who   has  taken  great  trouble  in 
attempting  to   difcover  the  quantity,   gives  it 
at  fllll  lefs  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  mentions 
the   impombllity    of  getting   proper   informa- 
tion from  the  Cuftom-houfc.     The   difference 
in  opinion,  of  pcrfons  other  wife  well  Informed 
in  the  Trade,  between  our  Weft  India   Iflands 
and    North    America,  has    been    very    great. 

About 
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About  8,000  hogflieads  feems  ncareft  the  truth. 
After  all,  if  we  can  carry  on   our  Weft  India 
Trade  with  America,  by  bartering  theCommo- 
iditiesof  thofe  States  for  our  produce,  infteadof 
paying  in  fpecie,  it  is  immaterial  what  the  exad: 
quantity  is ;  for  it  muft  be  merely  fpeculative. 

In  the  accounts  of  the  Filhcries,  the  Produce 
and  Navigation  of   America,   the    Fifhery  of 
Newfoundland,    q,nd    the  State  of  Canada  and 
Nova-Scotia,    the  Author  has   had  ample  and 
exadt  details,  from  thofe  pradtically  concerned 
in  them  for  a  long  courfe  of  years.    He  has  alfo 
availed  himlelf  qf  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Wat- 
fon,  the  prefent  !^Iember  for  London,  who  laid 
a  very  wpU  formed  and   accurate   account  of 
the  American  Fifliery  in  1764,  before  the  Houfe 
pf  Commons ;  from  which  time,  to  the  com- 
mencement  of   the  War,    it   \^'oncJerfully  in- 
crcafed.     To  thefe  authorities   may  be  added, 
a  perfonal   experience  of  above  twenty  years, 
during  which  timiC,  the  Author  has  had  many 
and  various  accounts  of  the  flate  of  the  Ame- 
pcan  Trade ;    and  by    v/hich   means    he   has 
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heen  able  to  combine  the  feveral  materials,  d' 
which  they  were  compofed.  Thefe  he  arranged 
during  the  laft  Summer,  with  a  view  of  throw- 
ing every  poffible  light  upon  a  fubjea:  of 
fuch  importance  to  the  Commercial  Interefls 
and  Naval  Power  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  which 
was  then  foon  expeded  to  become  the  objeft  of 
Parliamentary  Inquiry  and  Deliberation. 

The  Author  having  thus  given  his  own  au- 
ithorities_,  will  next  take  the  liberty  to  fay  a  few 
words  upGii  thofe  of  the  noble  Lord.  They 
will  be  confined  to  his  public  authorities.  His 
private  ones,  /upon  whofe  information  many 
parts  of  his  Gbfervations  are  founded,  are 
of  various  kinds.  In  fomc,  great  knowledge 
is  difplayed^  but  fo  much  involved  in  hauteur 
and  fclf-fufEcie-ncy,  that  they  defeat  their  own 
purpofe.  But  for  others,  all  that  can  be  faid  is, 
that  the  noble  Lord  (he  has  too  much  good  fenfe, 
information,  and  humanity,  to  have  formed 
fuch  opinions  from  himfelf),  defcrves  great 
compaffion  for  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  perfons  who  have  thus  deceived  him. 

The 


TiiE  public  authorities  appear  chiefly  to  be 
accounts  of  the  Cuflom-houfe   of  Bofton,    all 
which  the  Author  muft  confider  to  be  of  little 
or  no  authority.     If  the  noble  Lord  defircs  a 
reafon  for  his  refufing  to  give  credit  to  them, 
he  will  firft  fay,  that  independently  of  its  efta- 
blifhment,  in  oppofition  tothefenfe  of  that  whole 
Continent,  along  with  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
general  pradlice  in  all  Cuilom-houfes,'refpe(fting 
thofc  goods  which  do  not  pay  duty,  he  has  only 
to  quote  the  noble  Lord's  own  words,  page  1 16 
of  the  Obfervations,  where  he  fays,  "  It  may 
"  be  here  obferved,  that  no  very  accurate  idea 
^•'  can  be  formed  of  the  imports  of  America, 
**  where  the  article  was  liable  to  high  duties ; 
«<  affording    a    temptation    to    the   fmuggler. 
"  The  extent  of  moft  of  the  port-s,  or  rivers 
"  leading  to  ports,  affording   almoft  an  unin- 
«  tcrrupted  opportunity,  where  the  inhabitants 
"  were   univer£ally  oppofed  to    Britifli   Laws 
"  and  Regulations."  And  in  page  44,  fpeaking. 
of  a  clandcftinc  trade  he  fays,  "  Through  the 
"  relaxed  ftate  of  the  Executive  Powers  of  the 
*=  Bniiih  Government  in  America,  and  the  un- 

"  popularity 


"  popularity  of  the  Revenue  Laws,  they  found 

**  little  difficulty  or  rifque  in   introducing  (dif- 

''  ferent  kinds  of  goods)  through  the  various 

*'  harbours,  creeks,  and  inlets,  with  which  the 

"  Northern  Coafl  of  that  Continent  abounds," 

Again,  page  223,  he  fays  "  it  is  unneceflary  to 

*'  remark,  that  the  value  of  the  Imports  and  Ex- 

"  ports  which  was  calculated  from  the  Cuftom- 

**  houfe  Accounts,  is  not  perfedlly  exa<ft,  owing 

"  to   well-known   caufes;"    to  all   which   the 

authority  of   Mr.  Edwards,    fpeaking  of  the 

Cuftom-houfe  in  another  part  of  our  Colonies 

(in  page    19   of  his  Thoughts,   &c.)  may  bcr 

added  :  "  The  CufLom-houfe  Books  (he  fays)  in 

"  the  Weft  Indies,   out  of  which  rhofe  docu- 

'*  ments  are  formed,    afford    no   certainty   of 

"  information  ;  for  many  of  the  bays,  creeks, 

"  and  fhipping  places   in   the  lilands,  (parti- 

*'  cularly  in  Jamaica)   being  remote  from  the 

"  ports  of  entry,  it  was   formerly  ufual  with 

"  the  Maflers  of  American   veffels,  loading  at 

"  fuch  places,  in  order  to   prevent  delay,  to 

"  make  out  their  manifefts,  and  take  out  their 

**  clearances,  before  they  were   fully    laden ; 


"  receiving 
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*'  receiving  afterwards  on  board,  notvvithfland- 
"  ing  the  rifque  incurred  by  the  praftice, 
"  much  greater  quantities  of  goods  than  they 
**  had  reported.  Governor  Lyttleton,  m  2. 
**  Rcprefentation  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  in 
"  1764,  now  before  mc,  obferves,  that  there 
"  was  not  at  any  time,  one  half  of  the  produce 
"  entered  for  exportation  in  the  Cuflom-houfe 
*^  Books  at  Jamaica,  which  was  ad:ua!ly  Ihip- 
"  ped." 

These  opinions  of  the  Cuflom-houfe  at  Bof- 
ton,  will  probably  be  thought  a  fufficicnt  rea- 
fon  for  not  confidcring  that  Cullom-houfc  of 
authority.  Thofc  which  have  a  reference  to 
the  Cuftom-houfes  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  muil 
have  the  fame  effed:,  particularly  when  they 
relate  to  the  exportation  of  fugar,  upon  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  laid  great  flrcfs.  They 
will  be  partially  fo  with  rcfpcct  to  the 
Cuftom-houfes  in  England. 

In  all  cafes  of  goods  paying  duty,  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  accounts  in  England  are  very  cor- 

rciftv 
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fedr.  The  quantity  of  any  goods  paying  duty," 
or  any  debenture  goods,  may  be  always  exactly 
afcertained  from  their  books.  But  thefe  cafes  ap- 
ply in  very  few  inilances  to  the  Obfervatibns  of 
the  noble  Lord  5  although  he  eonfiders  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe,  in  e7ery  p6int  of  view,  and  in  all  cafes 
as  affording  the  mofi  authentic  information. 
The  fadl  is,  except  in  particular  dafes,  Culloni- 
houfe  accounts  ought  to  be  made  ufe  6f  for  no 
other  purpofe,  than  for  debenture  goods,  for 
goods  paying  duty,  and  for  the  comparifon  of 
our  Trade  at  different  periods. 

The  Officers  in  the  Cuf^om-houfc,  who  have 
the  charge  of  receiving  entries  of  goods  out- 
wards, are  as  careful  as  it  is  poilible  for  them 
to  be  ;  but  the  entry  being  obliged  to  be  made 
previoully  to  the  Hiipping,  the  Merchants  are 
feldom  able  to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  goods 
which  they  want  to  fliip.  And  when  thefe  pay 
no  duty,  they  conlider  it  to  be  no  injury  to 
Government,'  if  they  are  not  exadt;  provided 
they  take  care  to  give  a  regular  account  of  the 
packages  which  are  Hiipped,  and  on  which  the 

fees 
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fees  are  to  be  paid.  The  copying  the  entry  of 
ihips  in  the  Books  is  not  always  corredly  done, 
nor  fufficicnt  care  taken  to  diftinguifli  Britifh 
from  Britilh  Plantation,  and  fometimes  Foreign 
iliips  ;  by  which  means,  though  there  is  a  clear 
difiindtion  in  the  Rcgifter,  this  is  frequently 
wanting  in  the  account  given  of  them.  The 
Cuflom-houfc  alfo,  though  they  take  dowr> 
the  name  of  vefTels  as  they  report,  yet, 
from  the  clrcumflaiices  attending  their  manner 
of  entry,  the  number  of  ihips  cannot  be,  feve- 
rally,  afcertained ;  by  which  means  neither  their 
number  or  tonnage,  are  corredlly  known.  The 
noble  Lord  indeed  has  made  a  remark  at  the 
latter  end  of  his  Obfcrvations,  viz.  "  The 
^'  tonnage  given  in  to  the  Regifter  is  upon  an 
^^  average  about  a-third  Icfs  than  the  real  mea- 
*'  furcment,  in  order  to  evade  duties  and  ex- 
*'  pences,  fuch  as  lights,  &c. ;  but  this  is 
"  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  tonnage 
*^  being  in  many  inftances  repeated  two  or 
**  three  times  ;  or  as  often  as  the  velTel  fails 
<'  from  port  in  the  fame  year."  But  furely  his 
natural  good  fenfc  muft  convince  him,  on  re- 
collection, of  the  impropriety  of  calling  fuch  a 
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vague  calculation  an  authentic  document  by 
which  our  fliipping  may  be  afcertained  ;  efpe- 
cially  as  he  does  not  himfelf  always  adhere  to 
it,  on  the  contrary,  flating  it  to  differ  from  the 
real  tonnage  one-half,  one-third,  and  one-fifth, 
in  the  fcveral  accounts  which  he  giv^es. 

Having  faid  thus  much,  fome  proofs  of  the 
Inaccuracy  of  the  American  Cullom-houfe 
Tables  may  be  expcdled.  The  accounts 
which  he  gives  of  the  Imports  and  Exports 
to  and  from  the  two  great  ports  of  Phila- 
delphia and  New-York,  are  the  mofl  material, 
and  fiiall  be  fclesflcd  for  the  purpofe.  In  the 
Tables  No.  lo  and  i^  of  the  Second  Edition, 
entitled,  A  General  Account  of  Merchandize 
landed  in  the  Ports  of  Philadelphia  and  Ncw-r 
York  for  two  years,  with  the  number  of  veffels 
employed,  their  tonnage,  &c.  the  average  ton- 
nage of  each  veffel  is  rated  in  the  fii  ft  at  no  m^ore 
than  41  tons,  in  the  laft  at  60  tons  burthen.  In 
P-igc  140  of  the  noble  Lord's  Obfervations,  he 
mentions  the  number  of  fnips  belonging  to  Ph;- 
la  Iclphia,  and  partly  owned  in  England  and 
Ireland,   never  to  have    exceeded   280  fail    at 

any 
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any  period.     In  page  28,  he  ftates  1,150  fliipS 
to  have  failed  in  1775  from  that  port ;  and  his 
Tables  for  the  year  1773  make  the  number  but 
796,  which,  at  an  average  of  the  tonnage,  is  about 
60  tons,  as  has  been   mentioned.       The  noble 
Writer  makes  the  rcgillered  tonnage  of  thefe  280 
fhips   15,000  tons,  or   53  tons  each  upon  an 
average.     If  i-ffth  is  added,  as    he  gives  it 
in   one   place   (upon  American  Cuflom-houfe 
authority)  as  the   proper  addition  to  make  it 
real  tonnage,   they  will  be   65  tons  each ;  if 
one-third  part  is  added,  as  he  makes  it  in  ano- 
ther place,  they  will  be  71   tons;  and  if  one 
half  is  added,  which  he  in  this   place  allows, 
they  will  be  about  79   tons  on  an  average. — 
The  noble  Lord  muft  excufe  a  remark  in  this 
place,  upon  the  variety  of  his  calculations,  and 
how   much   they   tend    to   millead.      He  was 
obliged  to  increafe  his  former  calculations  to 
make    a    tolerable  average.      But  if  he   had 
doubled  the  tonnage  which  he   had  given,  the 
average  of   the    Philadelphia   fhips  would  not 
have  been  equal  (fuppoling  even  the  number 
to  be  right)  to  the  real  burthen. 

b  2  Upon 
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Upon  this  fubjedt  of  the  built  and  tonnage 
of  American  veffcls,  the  Author  is  induced  to 
fay  a  few  words  more.  It  is  relative  to  the 
Table  of  veflels  and  their  tonnage,  which  the 
noble  Lord  has  given  in  page  48  of  the  laft 
Edition  of  his  Obfervations,  as  the  account  of 
the  number  and  tonnage  of  vellcls  built  in 
the  fevcral  Provinces  under-mentioned,  during 
the  year  1769,  dated  from  the  Cuftom-houfe 
of  Bollon,  and  figned  by  the  Infpe6:or  General 
of  Imports  and  Exports  of  North  America, 
and  Regiflcr  of  Shipping ;  together  with  a 
Diredlion  in  the  Account  to  add  one-fifth  part 
to  the  regitlered  tonnage,  in  order  to  make  it 
real  tonnage.  The  Author  has  added  the 
averacre  of  the  tonna2:e  of  each  veilel  faid 
to  be  built  in  the  fevcral  Governments,  and 
Ihali  leave  the  confideration  of  the  probability 
of  this  account  to  thofe  perfons  who  arc  con- 
verfant  in  their  trade,  and  the  fize  of  their  iliips. 


AccouisT 
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Account  of  the  Custom-house  at  Boston. 


'lovlnces.  Veflels  built  Tonnage.   Average  tonnage  of  each  veflel, 

thfie,   ot  and    i-fi(ph  added, 

all  kinds. 

If  the  Average  of 
the  Ihips  built  there 
cachyear  forForeign 
Trade  is  taken,  (bc- 
36  <{  fides  fmallveflels)  it 
will  not  he  lei's  than 
twelve,  and  thofe  in 
general  large  fized 
veflels. 


Newfoundland 


Canada 
Nova-Scotia 


2 


60 
1 10 


36 

44 


Nt3w  HampHiire 

45 

2H52 

65 

Maflachufetts 

137 

8,0  J  3 

70 

Rhode  Ifiand 

39 

1,428 

43 

Connefticiit 

5^ 

i»i42 

36 

iSJ'ew-York 

19 

955 

60 

Jerfeys 

4 

S3 

25 

Fennfylvania     - 

22 

1,469 

79 

Maryland 

20 

i'344 

80 

Virginia .    - 

27 

1,269 

56 

North  Carolina 

12 

607 

60 

South  Carolina 

12 

789 

78 

Georgia 

2 

50 

30 

Thcfc  are  the  fivo 
Colonies  that  art  to 
make  up  the  deficieticy 
of    American.    Jhip- 

f  The  Author  is  not 
able  to  give  an  exaft 
account  of  che  veiTels 
built  in  thefe  States; 
but  he vvillventurc  to 
affort,  and  which  he 
will  at  a  future  time 
prove,  that  it  is  very 
Ihort  of  one  half  the 
tonnage  built  in  that 

•{  year.  In  the  Tables, 
No.  9.  in  the  Second 
Edition  of  the  Ob- 
fervations,  the  noble 
Lord  himfelf  gives 
5,430  tonr  of  new 
veflels  built  in  Ph'i- 
ladrlphiu  ordy  in  One 
year,  from  the  5th  o- 
I  April  1  1765  to  the 
\^lt\\  of  April  1766. 
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The  Author  will  not  trefpafs  upon  the 
Public,  in  recounting  the  many  inaccuracies  in 
the  General  Tables  of  the  Imports  and  Ex- 
ports from  the  fevcral  parts  of  America,  for 
the  year  1770.  To  thofe  who  have  Icifure, 
he  recommends  an  examination  of  thofe  Tables, 
by  comparing  them  with  the  quotations  which 
the  noble  Lord  makes,  in  the  body  of  his 
Work,  of  feveral  of  the  articles  contained  in 
tiiem.  It  might  be  fuppofed,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  mentioned  thefe  autho- 
rities, that  he  would  have  paid  a  deference  to 
them,  by  confining  his  references  to  the  Tables  ; 
yet  the  accounts  which  he  has  infertcd  in  the 
body  of  his  Work,  are  chiefly  thofe  of  the  year 
1769.  He  has  indeed  given  fome  articles  of  the 
year  1 770 ;  but  they  differ  in  fuch  a  manner  from 
the  Tables,  that  they. do  not  appear  to  relate 
to  the  fame  period.  The  following  are  in- 
ftances,  viz. 

In  page  69  of  the  Obfervatlons.  In  the  General  Table  Exported. 

Barrels.  Barrels. 

Exported  in  1770  pitch      15,793  Exported  in  1770  pitch       9,144 

tar     87,561  tar     81,424 

turpentine     41,709  turpentine     17,014 

Moft  of  the  other  articles  in  the  Tables  as  ma- 
terially differ. 

The 


The  Tables  of  the  Imports  and  Exports  of 
this  countr}^,  from  1770  to  1780,  independently 
of  the  general  inaccuracy,  for  the  reafons  which 
have  been  adduced,  are  not  corredlly   given, 
confidcring  them  as  comparative   only.     They 
cannot  be  a  proper  flate  of  the  American  Trade, 
fince  they  take  in  fix  years  of  the  war ;  when 
the  regular  fupplies  were  flopped,  and   thofe 
goods  that  were  admitted,  were  carried  clan- 
dellinely  into  the  country,  from  the  places  in 
our  pofltilion.     Nor  have  the  General  Accounts 
any    agreement    with   Mr.  Chalmers,   (whom 
the   noble     Lord    quotes)  who     has,    in     his 
Eftimatc    of     the    Comparative    Strength    of 
Britain,    given    fimilar   Tables ;   and  who  ap- 
pears   to    have   taken   great    pains  to   colled: 
information.      The  value  of    the  Exports  to 
Africa,  North  America,  and  the  Weil:  Indies,  as 
eftimatcd  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Glover,  in  the 
account  of  the  former,  amounts  to  6,024,0001. 
in  that  of  the  latter,  to  5,900,000].  which  is  in 
cfFcd:  the    fame.      Lord  Shefiield  makes   the 
amount  of  all  the  Exports  to  thcfe  places  to  be 
under  4,000,0001.,  a  difference  of  no  lefs  than 
2,coo,oool.  per  annum.     The  noble  Lord  ap- 
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pears  to  be  equally  inaccurate  in  his  affertion^ 
that  our  Foreign  Trade  has  increafed  within  this 
century  in  an  equal  proportion  to  our  Colonial. 
According  to  the  accounts  of  the  great  autho- 
rities which  have  been  produced,  the  Colonial 
Trade  has  increafed  to  twelve  times  its  firft  va- 
lue, within  that  period  ;  that  is,  from  about 
500,0001.  to  about  6,oo©,oool.  a  year  ;  being 
nearly  equal  to  the  whole  Export  Trade  of  Eng- 
larKl  at  the  time  of  its  commencement ;  whilft, 
according  to  the  fame  authorities,  our  Foreign 
Trade  has  not  increafed  more  than  one-half  of 
its  then  value.  The  Public  will  decide  upon  the 
difference  of  fuch  opinions,  and  the  weight  of 
their  authorities. 

The  Author  finds  himfelf  very  difagreeably 
fituated,  in  being  thus  reduced  to  the  neceflity 
of  making  remarks  with  fuch  freedom,  upon  the 
Obfervations  of  the  noble  Lord ;  efpecially  as 
feveral  parts  of  them  are  replete  with  ufeful  in- 
formation, and  appear  to  have  been  the  refult  of 
much  labour,  and.  a  conliderable  knowledge  of 
many  branches  of  our  trade.    It  would  give  him 

much 
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much  concern,  if  he  fhould  find  that  any  ex- 
preffions   which     he    has  ufed,    are  conftrued 
into   a    want   of  that   pcrfonal    refpedl  which 
he   is    very  defirous   of   paying   to   the    noble 
Lord.       He    Ihould    have    been   much  'more 
fatisfied  to  have  waited  patiently  for  the  judge- 
ment  of    that    Public,    to   which     both    the 
Obfervations    of    the    noble    Lord,     and   the 
Confiderations  of  the  Author,  were  fubmitted. 
They  were  both  written  upon  a  fubjedt  of  great 
importance  ;  and  the  principles  of  each  open  to 
inveftisation.     But  the  Author  havinp-  been,  in 
the   Preface   to  the  laft  Edition  of  Lord  Shef- 
field's  work,  feverely  attacked,    and  affcrtions 
(certainly  through  inattention  in  the  noble  Lord) 
alledged  to  be  m.ade  by  him,  which  are  not  to 
be  found  in  his  Work  ;    he   conceives  himfelf 
called  upon,  firft  to  juftify  himfelf  from  this 
particular  millaken  charge  ;  and  next  to  make 
ufe  of  every  proper  means  to  difcufs  opinions 
of  fuch  great  and  momentous  concern  to  the 
future  welfare  of  the  Public. 

He  has  made  very  few  remarks  upon    the 
particular  parts  of  the  American  produce,  or 

of 
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of  fome  kindsof  our  manufadtiires,  which  Lord 
Sheffield  has  treated  upon,  and  in  which  he  has 
been  greatly  mifinformed ;  fearing  that  it  would 
fwell  this  Work  to  too  great  a  fizc.  It  is  al- 
ready larger  than  he  wiflied.  He  therefore  re- 
ferves  himlelf  for  a  further  difcuffion  of  thefe 
fubjefts. 

The  Author  will  now  conclude  in  a  few 
words.  He  has  taken  great  pains  to  procure 
information  of  our  Colonial  Trade  during  a 
period  of  twenty  years;  both  by  correfpondence, 
and  frequent  converfation  with  many  perfons 
deeply  and  extenfively  concerned  in  it.  The 
various  accounts  which  he  has  thus  perfonally 
collected,  he  has  carefully  compared  with  the 
beft  authorities  in  this  country,  and  has  found 
no  difference  upon  any  material  points.  Having 
therefore  the  fatisfadlion  to  find  them  thus  ge- 
nerally confirmed,  he  cannot  have  a  doubt,  but 
that  the  fcveral  accounts,  as  they  are  given  with 
fidelity,  will  be  found  as  corredt,  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubjcft  will  poflibly  admit. 
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CONSIDERATIONS,   &c. 


XX  THEN  a  man  of  rank,  confide- 
^  ^  ration,  and  of  a  character  to 
which  refpe6i:  is  due,  gives  the  fandlioii 
of  his  name  to  opinions  in  which  matters 
of  the  greatefh  national  importance  are 
involved,  his  fitiiation  in  life,  operating 
witli  the  interefting  nature  of  the  fubjeft, 
can  fcarcely  fail  to  attra^l  the  public  at- 
tention. But,  if  thefe  opinions  have 
been  adopted  without  a  proper  cojifidera- 
tion  of  the  fubjecl ;  if,  embracing  great 
objects  of  Policy  and  Commerce,  they  are 
founded  on  falfe  principles  ;  if  they  tend 
to   obflruft    the    happiefl    movements    of 

B  Govern- 
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Government,  and  to  lead  the  Public  into 
the  adoption  of  fentiments  and  princi- 
ples highly  injurious  to  their  interefts, 
the  popular  clrcumflances  under  which 
they  were  ufhered  into  the  world,  ferve, 
by  giving  authenticity  to  error  and  delu- 
fion,  to  render  them  more  pernicious  and 
dangerous. 

In  fuch  circumflances,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  thofe  who  have  had  opportunities 
of  knowled2:e  and  information  on  the  fub- 
je6l,  and  who  are  aware  of  all  the  mifchief 
and  dano-er  which  would  attend  the  adon- 
tion  of  fuch  a  fyfiem,  to  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent the  Public  from  being  mifled  by  a  fal- 
lacious reprefentation  ;  and,  by  an  appeal 
to  authentic  documents,  to  fet  them  right 
in  matters  of  fuch  vaf!:  importance  to 
their  commercial  intcrefts.  At  the  fame 
time  that  they  deliver  their  fentiments  with 
the  freedom  which  the  importance  of  the 

fubjedl 
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fubje6l  requires,  they  Ihould  likewlfe  do  it 
with  the  refpeft  that  is  due  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Writer,  and  a  deference  to  the 
motives  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
influenced  him  :  In  their  origin,  perhaps, 
thefe  might  be  good  ;  but,  whether  from 
a  communication  with  defigning  or  ill- 
informed  men,  or  from  whatever  other 
caufe,  producing,  in  the  ev^nt,  etfedls 
miferably  bad — In  the  hopes  of  making 
fuch  a  perfon  feel  a  fenfe  of  the  danger, 
the  following  advice  of  an  elegant  and 
philofophical  Writer,  in  times  very  mucli 
rcfembling  the  prefent,  may  not  be  uu- 
feafonable  : 

' —  inccdh  per  'ignc% 

Suppojiios  churl  dolofo. 

The  noble  Author  of  the  Obfervations 
upon  the  Commerce  of  the  American 
States,  did  not  weigh  with  the  caution  a 

B   3  fubjecl 
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fubje6t  of  fuch  magnitude  required,  the 
confequences  of  thofe  principles  which  he 
has  endeavoured  fo  ftrongly  to  inculcate. 
He  is  defirous  of  convincing  us,  that  this 
Nation,  deprived  of  great  and  powerful 
Colonies  in  North  America,  can  fupport 
itfelf  by  the  means  of  its  European  Com- 
merce, in  a  ftill  more  advantageous  manner  ; 
that  the  Weft  India  Iflands  may  have  the 
full  benefit  of  their  ancient  fupplies  of 
lumber  and  provifions,  either  from  this 
country,  or  our  two  remaining  Colonies 
of  Nova-Scotia  and  Canada  ;  and,  in  fliort, 
that  we  may  now  have  a  fuller  enjoyment 
of  Commerce,  in  a  greater  extent,  and 
to  a  greater  advantage,  than  in  thofe  times 
when  the  American  States  formed  a  part 
of  our  Empire. 

Such  are  the  principles  which  this 
Writer  lays  down,  treating  as  "  wild  fal- 
'^  lies  of  the  imagination,"  every  attempt 

to 
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to  procure  the  refloratlon  of  our  former 
commercial  greatnefs,  by  the  renewal  of 
a  clofe  conneclion  with  America;  the 
very  means  by  which  we  attained  it.  He 
derives  no  fmall  advantage,  in  the  fupport 
of  this  erroneous  do6lrine,  from  the  op- 
portunity which  the  prcfent  ftate  of  tilings 
affords  him,  of  playing  upon  the  pafiions 
of  a  people,  fore  w^ith  the  lofs  of  a  great 
and  valuable  part  of  tlieir  empire.  But, 
if  any  faitii  is  to  be  placed  in  experience, 
if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  relation  of 
the  plain  and  fimple  fads  which  will  be 
given  in  the  courfe  of  this  Work,  relative 
to  the  former  trade  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  the  reftoratlon  of  that 
trade,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  is 
confiflent  with  the  fovereignty  of  each, 
is  ftill  fully  pradicable  ;  and  we  have  it 
happily  yet  in  our  power  to  make  that 
country,  formerly  the  child  of  our  faireft 
hopes  and  expe£lations,    our   firmeft  and 

B    3  moll 
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moil:  Lifeful  friend  in  future.  If  we  have 
but  patience  to  fuiter  their  prefent  paliions 
to  fubfide,  paffions  which  the  affecting 
events  of  the  paft  few  years  muft  naturally 
excite  in  them,  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt 
of  our  obtaining  every  advantage  which 
can  a  rife  from  the  ft  rid  eft  commercial 
union.  However  great  their  obligations 
are  to  France,  manners,  language,  and 
ancient  habits,  will  be  too  powerful  op- 
ponents for  that  nation  to  overcome. 

The  greatefl  bar  to  the  fcttlcmcnt  of 
the  American  Trade  upon  a  liberal  foun- 
dation, is  the  natural  propcnfity  of  m.an- 
kind  to  be  governed  by  old  habits.  The 
attachment  which  we  all  have  to  the  Ad 
of  Navigation,  and  upon  which  the  noble 
Author  fupports  his  chief  pofitions,  is 
cf  this  kind.  For,  having  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  profperity  arifmg  from  the 
fiourifliino;  ftate  of  our  Commerce,   oriri- 

nally 
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nally  fprlnging  from  that  Ad',  we  cafl  onr 
e3^cs  upon  the  whole  mafs,  without  an 
examination  into  its  component  parts ; 
or  without  a  proper  reflecllon  upon  the 
elrects  to  be  expected  from  the  late  Revo- 
lution ;  and  which  the  fhort  time  fince 
the  Peace,  has  not  afforded  fufficient  prac- 
tical opportunities  to  experience. 

It  is  a  quality  applicable  to  the  State  as 
well  as  to  Private  Lidlvlduals,  that  when 
the  objc6ls  of  our  puriuit  are  crowned 
with  fuccefs,  we  are  never  weary  of 
beholding-  their  fruits.  We  look  upon 
them  with  pleafure  and  admiration.  We 
expand  our  views  with  their  extenfion, 
and  folace  ourfelves  with  the  indulgence 
they  procure  for  us.  But,  if  the  continu- 
ance of  fuccefs  generates  felf-fufficiency, 
pride,  and  diffipation,  and  that  the  fmiles  of 
profperity  arc  turned  into  frowns,  (thena- 

B  4  tural 
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tural  confequence  of  an  alteration  in  our  cou- 
dudc)  we  are  yet  fond  of  reftinr-  on  the  fe- 
curitjof  our  enjoyments,  and  endeavour  to 
drive  out  the  fenfe  of  prefent  appreheniion, 
by  the  flattering  hopes  of  a  revival  of  our 
former  good  fortune.  Thus  we  flumble  on, 
ftartling  at  every  frefli  diftrefs ;  till  at 
length,  becoming  familiarifed  to  calamit}^, 
the  impreflion  ceafes,  and  with  it  all  the 
benefit  of  inch  frequent  admonitions.  Re- 
duced to  the  ilate  of  a  gamefter,  flaking 
his  all  upon  a  fuigle  chance,  we  are  di- 
vided between  a  hope  of  fuccefs,  con- 
tinually deluding  us,  and  a  falfe  fliamc, 
preventing  us  from  quitting  a  iituation 
that  is  become  burthenfome.  We  omit 
the  proper  and  the  only  means  wdiich  re- 
main in  our  power,  the  correclion  of  cur 
errors,  and  the  exertion  of  our  befl:  endea- 
vours, by  courage,  adivity,  and  perfeve- 
rance,  to  res^ain  our  loft  condition.  Thefe 
neglected,   vvafled   by  enormous   expences 

on 
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oil  the  one  hand,  and  crufjicd  by  heavy 
loffes  on  the  other,  we  fink  hito  poverty 
and  contemnt ;  under  the  aggravating  clr- 
cumilances,  of  their  being  produced  by 
our  own  milconducl,  and  our  diftrefles  ren- 
dered more  poignant  by  the  recollection  of 
our  former  wealth  and  greatnefs. 

The  mere  found  of  words,  when  they 
relate  to  any  interefling  object,  has  an 
aftonifliing  effeift  in  catcliing  our  attention, 
and  afFecling  our  paflions.  When  this  il- 
lufion  once  faftcns  upon  us,  it  fpreads  like 
wildfu*e,fubduing  for  afeafon  every  obftacle 
that  is  oppoied  to  its  progrefs.  In  this 
manner  we  are  influenced  bv  the  AOi  of 
Navigation  ;  and  in  the  warm^th  of  de- 
fending  the  letter  of  that  law,  we  entirely 
lofe  fight  of  the  fpirit  of  its  conftitution. 
The  very  name  feems  to  convey  ideas  of  re- 
verence, if  not  of  fuperftition  ;  and  the  A61 
is  itfelf  confidered  as  an  inexpugnable  tower 

of 
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of  defence,   furrounded  and  fortified  with 
every  strength  that  can  be  deriv^ed  from  old 
IiabitG,    and  fi'om  former  experience  of  it5 
advantages.     Sanctified  by  the  opinions  of 
the  befl  Writers  upon  Trade  at  the  time 
©f  its  being  paffed,   it  has  been  delivered 
down   from    father    to   fon,    as    a  funda- 
mental law,  which  it  would  be  a  crime  to 
difcufs,  and  in  which,  to  attempt  the  lead 
alteration,  be  the   circumflances  of  varia- 
tion  in   our  Commerce  what   they  mav, 
would  be  little  lefs  than  impiety.     It   is 
given  to  us  as  a  la^v  of  the  Medes  and  Per- 
iians,   ^'  which  altereth  not." 

But,  though  we  cannot  fubfcribeto  the 
©pinion  of  its  being  an  inviolable  law, 
we  profefs  a  high  veneration  for  it.  We 
acknowledge  its  title  to  the  proud  andjufl: 
diftiniftion  of  the  Maritim^a  Charta,  the 
Great  Charter  of  our  Commerce.     It  was 

the  means  of  eflablilliing  our  Colonies . 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Colonies  were  the  means   of  efla- 
blidiing  our  immeufe  Navigation.     Of  the 
ncceffity  and  of  the  excellence  of  thhhaff- 
dhine    law,   as   Mr.  Glover,    one  of  the 
ableftof  our  Commercial  Writers,  ftiles  it, 
the  Imallefl:  doubt  cannot   be  entertained, 
by  any  perfon    who    has     ferioufly  con- 
fidered    the    fubjecl.      We    are  bound    to 
admire  the  wifdom  of  its  compofition,  as 
we  are  bound  to  admire  the  wifdom  of  the 
compofition   of  Magna  Charta  ;    the  one 
bemg  of  as  general  importance  to  cur  Na- 
vi<>;ation,    as  the  other  is  to  our  Conftitu- 
tion.     Yet  the  various   revolutions  in  our 
national  intcrefts  have  made  it  ufeful,  ne- 
ccflary,  and  prudent,  to  make  alterations  in 
the  great  law  of  our  Conftitution.    And  the 
late  revolution  in  our  commercial  interefts 
has  made  it  equally  ufeful,   neceflary,  and 
prudent,    to   make  alterations  in  the  great 


law  of  our  Navigation. 
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Titer E  would  have  been  no  necefiitj  of 
bringing  this  Ad:  to  the  queflion,  had  not 
the  late  revolution  in  America  taken  place  ; 
for  we  had,  by  the  means  of  our  Colonies, 
attained  to  fuch  a  fuperioritj  of  Naviga- 
tion, and  in  confequence,  to  fo  great  a 
command  of  the  Carrying  Trade  in  all  parts 
©f  the  world,  that  the  Ace  itfelf  became  of 
lefs  moment  to  the  fupport  of  our  Com- 
merce. From  being  a  facrcd  palladium 
Oil  which  the  fafety  of  our  Empire  refted, 
it  was  at  length  become  no  more  than  a 
partial  fecurity  for  the  monopoly  of  our 
Araericari  Colonial  Trade  ;  for,  in  many  in- 
Hances,  wc  were  obliged,   for  our  mutual 

advantage,  to  furrender  it  to  them.  And 
as  our  union  with  America  is  now  dif- 
folved,  if  we  do  not  fpeedily  and  earneftly 
endeavour  to  refume  (as  nearly  as  the  pre- 
fcnt  circumftances    of  the  two  countries 

will  admit)  our  fornier  fituation,  the  Ad:  of 

Navigation  will  return,  to  the  fime  ftate  in 

which 
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which  It  orighially  pailed  iti  the  lad  cen- 
tury— An  AB  fimpJy  for  the  prefervatian 
vf  our  ozvn  fiipp'ing — The  lofs  of  our  Co- 
lonies precluding  all  expectation  of  its  re- 
ftoring  our  Carrying  Trade. 

At  that  time,  the  trade  of  tiie  kingdom 

was  in  the  hands  of  a  few  opulent  men; 
but  when  our  Colonies  increafed  in 
flrength,  and  the  principles  of  Commerce 
became  better  known,  its  extenfion  ex- 
ceeded imagination ;  and  even  furpaffcd 
the  wonderful  Republic  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, which  had  turned  its  dreary  fens 
into  w^arehoufes,  filled  v/ith  the  riclieft 
merchandize  of  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ; 
and  from  wanting  food  for  its  own  fubfifc- 
ence,  had  ftored  its  granaries  w4th  food  for 
nations.  Witlieven  fuch  rivals,  the  good- 
iiefsofonr  (hips,  the  facility  of  v.-orking 
them,  thelkill  and  aclivity  of  our  feam.en, 
and  the  expedition  with  which  they  con- 

vcj^ed 
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veyed  goods  from  market  to  market,  gave 
them  a  preference  in  every  port  that  they 
entered  :  Not  only  in  the  tranfportation  of 
goods  to  Great  Britain,  which  might  be  le- 
gally imported  in  foreign  fhips,  but  alfo  in 
the  Carrying  Trade  of  foreign  nations.  The 

natural  jneans  then  to  regain  this  prefe- 
rence, is  to  recur  to  thofe  habits  and 
maxims  by  Vv^hich  it  was  obtained. 

The  prefent  fupporters  of  the  Naviga- 
tion A£l,  in  its  legal  fenfe,  proceed  upon 
the  fame  principles,  with  refpcdl  to  the 
American  States,  as  the  framers  of  that 
Acl  did  with  refped  to  the  Dutch.  The 
quality  of  indullry  is,  however,    the  only 

circumftance    common    to    thofe  nations. 

Every  other  widely  differs.  The  Dutch 
had  been  long  our  enemies ;  were  our  rivals 
both  in  Com.merce  and  Manufa6lure;  they 
lived  at  our  doors ;  and  participated  to  fuch 
a  degree  in  every  branch  of  our  trade,  that 

they 
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they  carried  away  almoft  the  whole  profits. 
A  vigorous  meafiire  was  therefore  necefiary 
for  our  prefervation.  The  Navigation  AS: 
was  paffed,  and  much  praife  is  due  to  the 
Authors  of  it;  fince,  independently  of  its 
other  great  confequences.,  it  fully  anfwered 
the  mofl:  languine  expectations'  of  the  Mer- 
chants, and  merited  the  commendations 
which  Sir  Johah  Child,  one  of  the  great 
Traders  of  thofe  times,  gives  it.  The 
Americans,  on  the  contrary,  cannot  for 
ages  be  our  rivals  in  IManufacluie;  they 
live  at  a  diftance  that  will  always  pre- 
vent an  interference,  contrary  to  our  in- 
clinations; thev  have  been  our  fellow- 
fubjeCls,  and  the  great  means  of  our 
being  mafters  of  the  Carrying  Trade ;  their 
fhlpping  forming,  in  tlie  view  of  the  fhip- 
|iing  employed  in  the  Conimerce  of  thefe 
kingdoms  and  the  Weft  Indies,  about  two 
parts  in  five ;  and  of  the  flilpping  of  Great 
Britain  only,  almoft  one-third.  Should, 
therefore,    tlie  opinion  of  thofe  to  whom 

-allufioii 
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allufioii  has  been  made,  who  are  now  mors 
flruck  by  the  folemnity  of  the  found,  than 
influenced  by  the  efficiency  of  the  fpirit  cf 
that  Ad  ;  and  who  do  not  dlftinguifli  be- 
tween a  partial  alteration  for  the  admiihon 
of  American  fhips,  npon  terms  confident 
with  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
made,  and  the  total  renunciation  of  thofe 
principles; — fhould  (it  muft  be  repeated 
and  urged)  fuch  opinions  prevail,  we  fiiall 
have  no  ineans  left  to  us,  with  equal  fiicl- 
lity  and  cheapnefs,  of  fupplying  their 
places;  and  the  remaining  parts  of  our  Na- 
vigation will  require  every  fecurity,  which 
the  flriclnefs  of  the  laws,  and  vigilance  in 
their  execution,  can  afford  them.  For,  as 
we'fliail  be  driven  within  the  limits  of  our 
own  fnipping,  by  adhereing  to  the  letter 
of  the  A6t  of  Navigation;  and  as  there 
will  then  be  other  nations,  who  will  be  • 
able,  in  their  {hips,  to  carry  on  even  our 
own  trade  to  the  greater  advantage  of  our 

JVler- 
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Merchants ;  this  pledge  of  the  forecafl  of 
bur  anceftors  will  be  no  lefs  than  the  Ci- 
tadel itfelf,  to  which  wc  mufl  retire, 
after  enduring-  the  mortification  of  behold- 

o 

ing  the  admirable  and  extenfive  out-works 
forced  out  of  our  pofieffion. 

The  noMe  Author  of  the  Obfervations 
declares  the  Carrying  Trade  to  be  the  chief 
obje6l  to  which  he  dire£ls  his  views.  To 
this  laudable  purfuit  all  our  views  muft  be 
equally  directed.  But,  though  we  fully 
agree  upon  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  this  Trade,  we  widely  differ  as  to  the 
means  of  fupporting  it:  And  we  cannot 
forbear  comparing  the  endeavours  of  the 
noble  Writer,  in  this  inftance,  to  thofe  of 
an  impatient  and  confident  operator,  who 
hews  off,  without  mercy,  thofe  wounded 
limbs  which  a  temperate  and  ikilful  appli- 
cation might  reftore  to  their  former  ufe  in 
the  corporeal  functions.  The  fymmetry 
of  the  perfon  may  fuftain  injury,    but  the 

C  ufeful- 
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ufefulnefs  will  remain.  Our  empire  has 
fuffered  by  its  Colonies  having  been  fevered 
from  it;  but  good  fenfe  and  moderation 
will  repair  the  breach,  and  retrieve  the 
Iplendour  of  its  former  condition. 

To  demonftrate,  therefore,  our  inability 
to  preferve  the  CarryingTrade,  without  the 
affiflance  of  America,  better  evidence  cannot 
be  produced  than  the  account  of  the  fliips 
employed  in  the  Commerce  of  this  Ifland, 
and  the  places  where  they  were  built, 
taken  from  the  adual  furvey  which  is 
made  of  them,  from  time  to  time.  Of 
thefe,  the  number  of  fliips  built  in  the 
American  States  formed  almofl:  one  third. 
If  the  account  is  extended  to  the  Trade  of 
the  whole  Empire,  in  which  the  Weft 
Indian  connection  with  America  makes  a 
large  additional  part,  the  proportion  will 
be  about  two  parts  in  five.  The  account 
of  the  fhips  employed  in  the  Commerce  of 
Great  Britain,   at  the   beginning   of  the 

American 
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American  war,  and  at  this  time,  are  as 
follows  :  The  number  of  ihips,  or  the 
tonnage,  differ  very  little.  At  the  former 
period  there  were  about  1300,000  tons; 
at  the  latter  nearly  the  fame.  The  fhips 
were  built  in  the  following  countries  : 

Ships. 


Northern  parts  of  Great  Britain 

2,419 

Southern             —             — 

IjS^i 

Ireland               —                 — 

199 

Britifli  Colonies  flill  remaining 

163 

American  States             — 

2,342 

• 

6,434 

Foreign  Countries             -^- 
0 

1,260 

being  7,694 
fhips  employed  in  the  Commerce  of  Great 
Britain  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
Soon  after  the  peace  the  numbers  were  as 
follows,  viz. 


C2 


Built 
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Ships. 


Built  ill  the  Northern  parts  of 

Great  Britain               — 

2,226 

Southern                     — - 

1,088 

Ireland                          — 

144 

Britifli  Colonies  ftill  remaining 

104 

American                      — 

1,126 

4,688 

Foreign  Countries             — 

2,892 

7,580 

But  aii  a  proportion  ought  to  be  allowed 
of  the  foreign  fhips  for  prizes,  which  will 
replace  fuch  of  our  veffels  as  were  taken  by 
the  enemy,  the  accounts  will  nearly  be, 

Britifh  —  5,154 

Foreign  *—  2,426 


7,580 
Or  confidering  the  American  fhips  as 
foreign, 

Britifli  and  its  prefent  dependencies  4,028 
Foreign  —  3,552 

7^5^"^ 

The 
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The  foregoing  account  proves,  in  the 
fuQ:  place,  that  if  at  this  time,  American 
built  {hips  are  confidered  as  foreign,  (hips 
of  that  defcription  are  almofl  equal  in 
number  to  thofe  Britiili  built ;  forming  c^ 
feven  parts  in  fifiecn,  or  nearly  one  half 
of  the  {hipping  employed  in  the  Com- 
merce  of  Great  Britain,  after  proper  al- 
lowance  is  made  for  the  prizes  taken  by 
us,  to  fupply  tlie  places  of  thofe  taken  by 
the  enemy.  And  next,  that  although  for 
the  want  of  fupply,  the  American  fhips 
were  reduced  more  than  one  half,  yet  that 
the  deficiency  was  not  fupplied  by  Britifh 
fiiips,  but  by  veflels  foreign  built,  of  which 
the  Northern  Nations  fupplied  the  far 
greater  number ;  and  fo  confiderable  was 
the  increafe  of  foreign  bottoms,  that  even 
Flanders,  Portugal,  and  the  Italian  States, 
whofe  whole  joint  flock  before  the  war 
amounted  to  about  a  dozen  ihips,  fupplied 
almofl  four  hundred. 

C  3  Tt«s 
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This  view  of  the  ftate  of  our  fhipping, 
points  out  to  us  the  neceffity  of  endea- 
vouring to  convince  thofe  of  their  errors, 
who  are  for  cafling  away  our  former  Co- 
lonial Commerce  with  a  marked  difdain  ; 
left  the  eftabhfhment  of  fuch  prefumptuous 
opinions  fliould  be  the  means  of  its  being 
loil  to  us,  and  with  it  every  hope  of  _our 
regaining  the  Carrying  Trade.  Ame- 
rica  was  always  abl^  to  fupply  us  with 
ihips  thirty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  they 
could  be  built  in  Great  Britau'i,  even  with 
the  difadvantage  of  having  the  cordage^ 
fails,  and  ftores,  exported  from  hei.''ce. " 
Cargoes  of  goods  were  often  fent  out  ^^'^ 
barter  for  fhlps  ;  which,  as  well  as  fhipsr 
built  for  fale,  making  a  freight  home,  the 
purchafe  could  be  made  on  flill  cheaper 
terms  by  the  Britifh  Merchant.     This  ad-    • 


vantage 


*  In  New  England,  the  fhip-builders  will  now 
contraa  for  building  fnips  at  3  k  fteriing  per  ton, 
including  the  joiner's  work.  In  the  River  Thames 
the  price  is   9I.   per  ton,  for  the  carpenter's  work 

onlv. 


(     25    ) 

vantage   in    piirchafe    enabled   our    Mer- 
chants   to  trade   upon   a   lefs   capital ;  of 
courfe   fubjecfl   to  lets  infurance  and  inte- 
reft  of  money.     Not  only  all  the  purpofes 
of  our  own  Commerce,   but   thofe  of  the 
Carryiijg  Trade,  were    fully  anfwered. — 
They  were  alfo  frequently  purchafed  In 
England  by   forcIp;n   nations  ;  ^  a   clrcum- 
flance  which  feems  lo   have  efcaped  the 
notice  of  the  noble  Author,   as  he  dwells 
much  upon  the  impoffibillty  of  the  Ame- 
ricans dlfpoiing  of  their  Ihlps  to  any  other 
nation  than  Great  Britain  ;  and,  (w^hich  Is 
yet  more  afLonlfhIng,    and  mufb  be  attri- 
buted to  inattention,  as  in  other  parts  of  his 
v/orks  he  is  of  opinion,  that  our  remain- 
ing  Colonies  fhould  not  be  permitted  to 
build  veflels  exceeding  fifty  or  fixty  tons) 
that    fhip-bullding  will    increafe    fo    flifl 
in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  as  to  leflen, 
and  ultimately  to  deflroy  that  bufmefs  in 
the  United  States.     The  hazarding  fuch 
alTertions   is   very  mlfchievoua    to   thofe 

C   4  who 
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who  are  not  converfant  with  thefe  Colo= 
n'les  ;  as  it  holds  out  a  very  fallacious 
idea  of  their  fituation,  and  exhibits  an 
imaginary  profpe6l,  which  can  never  be 
realifed  :  To  men  of  knowledge  and  infor- 
mation of  the  State  of  Canada  and  Nova 
j^  Scotia,  they  carry  fo  much  improbability 
with  them  on  the  firft  view,  that  they 
fufficiently  refute  themiielves. 

The  prefent  queftion  is,  how  to  flip- 
ply  the  deficiency  which  the  want  of 
American  (hipping  will  create,  without 
lofs  ?     The  mere  deficiency  may  be  fup- 

^^at'tLOn  fnU*^    plied  :     We  may  purchafe  foreign  fliips, 

though  on  bad  terms.     But  the  dearnefs 

A,     •/ '  /    /TV/     of  Britlfli  built  fhips   (the   price  having 

increafed  from  five  and  fix  pounds  to  nine 
pounds  per  ton,  for  the  carpenter*s  work, 
w^ithin  a  few  years,  and  a  certainty  of  its 
being  ilill  higher,  if  there  (hould  be  an 
additional  demand)  will,  if  we  are  con- 
fined 
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fined  to  them,  effeclually  deprive  us  or 
the  Carrying  Trade,  and  greatly  enhance 
the  prices  of  building  our  Ihips  of  war. 

It  may  be  obje^lcd,  that  although Britllh  -^  r^l^  oMi^ 
ihips  are  dearer,  they  are  better,  and  will 
Jafl  much  longer.  Merchants  of  great  ca- 
pital, and  regular  trade,  do  not  regard  this 
additional  expence ;  for  in  general  they  con- 
trive to  hold  as  fmall  a  iliarein  the  fhipping 
as  they  can,  dividing  the  property  amongft: 
their  tradefmen,  who  make  tliemfelves 
amends  by  being  employed  in  the  repairs. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Ports  of 
Great  Britain,  are  the  only  people  who 
make  Britifli  built  (IilpS  a  profit ;  and 
this  is  owhig  to  their  frugality  both  in 
building  and  failing  their  vefTels.  The 
general  purpofes  of  Commerce  are  diretfc- 
ed  very  diiterently  in  our  times,  from  what 
they  were  in  former  days,"  when  the  whole 
was  in  the  hands  of  a  few  rich  men,  and 

accordingly 
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accordingly  produced  immenfe  profits. 
The  capitals  of  our  Merchants  at  prefent 
are  no  ways  proportioned  to  the  trade 
which  is  carried  on.  But  credit  fuppUes 
the  place  of  capital,  and  the  profit,  by  be- 
ing more  diffufed,  becoming  lefs  to  the 
individual,  it  is  neceflary  to  reduce,  as  low 
as  the  feveral  branches  of  our  Trade  will 
admit,  the  amount  of  the  money  employed 
in  them. — The  lefs  that  is,  the  lefs  will  the 
mterefl  and  infurance  be  upon  it,  and  the 
gain  or  lofs  be  proportionate.  The  very 
iaving  of  intereft   and  infurance,    in   the 

'  courfe  of  a  few  years,  will  much  more 
than  compenfate  for  the  difference  in  good- 
nefs  of  the  veilels.     The    following  in- 

'  ftance  will  illuflrate  this  aflertion. 

PlJtc**tM^n  *  ^  Britifh  fliip  of  100  tons,  will  coil     /.      s.    d. 
^       ,,   /  to  fea  —  —  1,^00     o     o 


Carryover       j^.  1,300    o    o 

*  13I,  per  ton,  is  a  very  moderate  calculation,  appli- 
cable only  to  the  cheapeft  building  ports.  A  River  built 
fhip  would  coil  much  more. 
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Erought  forward      -       1j300    o    o 
Interefl;  of  money  per 

ajinum  -  ;^.65     o    o 

Infurance  about  fiK 

pounds  per  cent,  per 

annum  "«t  78     o     o 


CH3     o     o 
Which,  together  with  intereft  upon 

it  for  ten  years,  will  amount  to        i>799     15     o 


^^.3,099     15  o 
Suppofmg  the  fliip,  at  the  end  of 

that  time,  to  fell  for  -  599      15  o 

There  will  remain  —  ^.2,500     o  o 


A  Britifh  plantation  fnip  of  100 

tons,  purchafed  in  England,  will 

coffc  to  fea  '— «  800     o    o 

Interefl  of  money  per 

annum  -  £-4^     •»*     O 

Infurance  at  the  fame 
rate  as  the  Bntifh 
ftiip  —  48     o     o 


C^/U/^-^'*^'^^ 


Carryover        ;^.88     o    o    ^^'.Soo    0    0 
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Brought  forward         88     o    o         800    o    o 
Which,  together  with  intereft  upon 

it  for  ten  years,  will  amount  to        I5I95     Ji     o 


;^.  1,905     i-i     o 


Suppofmg  the  fliip,  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  to  fell  for  only  -  105     11     o 


There  will  remain        j^.  1,800    o     o 


As  tlie  freights  will  be  equal  in  both 
veflels,  which  the  charge  of  fitting  out 
oil  tiie  different  voyages  is  fuppofed  alfo  to 
be,  the  calculation  is  made  upon  the  firfl: 
coa,  the  intereft  of  money,  the  infj ranee, 
and  the  addition  of  intereft  upon  thefe 
charges,  which  is  always  included  in  mer- 
cantile tranfadions.  The  difference,  there- 
fore, of  expenc'e,  between  a  Britifh  and  an 
American  built  veffel,   will  not,    in  the 

courfe 
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courfe  of  ten  years,  be  lefs  than  700I.  *  ^OoJ'cfrf'i, 
upon  fo  fmall  a  capital.  If  there  is  any 
error  in  this  calculation,  it  is  in  favour  of 
the  Britifh  fhip:  For,  if  an  account  is 
kept  of  each  veffel,  fuppoling  the  fame 
certain  freight  made,  and  the  fame  cer- 
tain outfet  paid  by  each,  and  intereft  of 
money,  and  infurance  is  calculated,  the 
American  fhip  will  clear  herfelf  in  fix  Q^c^^^*^ 
years ;  whihl;  the  Britiili  fliip  will  not  ac- 
complifli  it  in  lefs  than  ten,  and  much  jq  'L  l^^, 
longer,  if  a  River-built  fhip ;  (the  value  of 
each  being  confidered  at  the  feveral  pe- 
riods as  ftated  above ;)  which  will  leave  a 
ftill  more  confiderable  balance  than  the 
above  700I.  in  favour  of  the  American 
fhip.  Every  man  verfed  in  mercantile  af- 
fairs will  fee  the  truth  of  thefe  obferva- 
tions. 

Some 

*  This  difference  in  a  River  built  fliip,  would  be  feveral 
hundred  pounds  more. 
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Some  obje6:ions  may  be  made,  by  thofe 
who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  meet 
with  a  New  England  fhip,  badly  built, 
againft  the  fuppofed  equal  charge  of  fit- 
ting out.  The  Merchants,  in  general, 
find  very  little  difference,  particularly  in 
fhips  of  the  Middle  and  Southern  States, 
whenever  they  fall  into  the  fhip  carpen- 
ter's hands.  But  to  guard  againft  fuch 
cafual  inftances,  the  calculations  are  not 
only  made  for  the  firft  ten  years,  when 
ihips  (except  in  cafes  of  accident)  are  lia- 
ble to  few  other  than  common  repairs ; 
but  the  Britifh  veffel  is  fuppofed  to  be 
capable  of  fervice,  and  is  valued  at  nearly 
half  the  original  coft,  whilft  the  Ameri- 
can fliip  is  confidered  as  not  fit  to  be  fent 
longer  to  fea,  and  is  valued  at  no  more 
than  fhe  will  fell  for  to  break  up. 

To  carry  this  comparifon  yet  farther — 
The  American  fliipping  employed  in  the 

Commerce 
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Commerce  of  Great  Britain  (exclufive  of  i 
the  trade  between  America  and  the  Weft- 
Indies)  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  was  398,000  tons,  which,  at 
the  moderate  calculation  of  13I.  per  ton, 
will  coft  —  ^.5,174,000 

81.  per  ton  —  3,184,000 


Making  a  difference  of    ^T.  1,990, 000   via-««.v  Ai*^ ^'»'**^ 


c<r^    ^^ 


Additional  capital  employed  in  our  fhip- 
ping,  or  above  2i8,oool.  per  annum,  for 
intereft  of  money  and  infurance  charged 
upon  our  trade. 

The  American  built  fhips,  which  have 
been  given  in  the  account  of  the  (hipping 
employed  in  the  Commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  muft  not  be  confounded  with 
thofe  (hips  which  carried  on  the  trade  be- 
tween this  country  and  America.     The 

former 
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former  were  incorporated  in  the  general 
body  of  our  fliipping,  of  which  the  Ame^' 
rican  trade  was  only  a  part,  and  which 
was  carried  on  by  the  American  Mer- 
chants in  fliips,  whether  of  the  buiit  of 
Great  Britain,  America,  or  any  other 
country,  indifferently,  as  they  came  into 
poflcffion  of  them,  or  chartered  them  for 
the  voyage.  The  account,  therefore,  of 
the  American  built  fliips  in  our  trade,  the 
burthen  of  which  was  398,000  tons,  mufi: 
be  coniidered  as  applicable  only  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fhewing  the  ilate  of  our  fliipping, 
from  whence  we  drew  our  fupplies,  and 
how  the  deficiency  is  to  be  filled  up^ 
fhould  the  American  built  vefTels  in  future 
be  excluded. 

It  will  be  ufefui  to  us,  to  take  into  our 
confideration  the  flate  of  the  fhipping 
employed  in  the  Commerce  of  America 
before  the  war.      There  not    being   the 

fame 
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fame  regularity  in  furvcying  the   trading 
veilels  of  that   countrj^,   as  is    pra<ftifed  in 
Great    Britain,    and     tiie    Cuftom-houfe 
books  not  diftingiiifliing  the  voyages  whici 
each  fliip  made  in  the  year,  it  is  not  pof- 
iible   to    give   fo  very  exact    an   account. 
But  good  information,  colIe<5led  with  care, 
and   compared    with  the  produce  of  the 
diiterent  States,   to  which  equal  attention 
has  been   paid  to   procure    the    befl    ac- 
counts, very  fully  fupplics  the  deficiency  ; 
fufficiently,  at  leail,  to  give  us  a  very  jufl: 
idea  of  the  flate   of  their  {hipping.     Be- 
fore the  war,  the  number  of  veflels,  of  all 
defcriptions,  employed  in  tranfporting  the 
produce  of  the  American  States  to  Europe, 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  other  parts  of  Ame- 
rica (exclufive  of  thofe  employed  in  coafl:- 
ing  the  Greeks  and  Rivers  of  eacii  State, 
of  which   no  account  is   neceffary  to  be 
given,  as  they  had  no  connexion  with  any 
foreign  trade)  amounted  to  above  4,400, 

D  and 
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and  were  of  the  burthen  of  upwards  of 
400,000  tons.     They  were  thus  divided  : 

Ships.  Tons. 
In  the  European  Trade 

were  employed  about  1,220  195,000 
In  the  Weft  India  and 

Coafting  Trade      -       2,150      146,000  ; 

In  the  New  England 
Fifhery,  befides  thofe 
employed  in  carrying 
the  produce  to  mar- 
ket, which  are  in- 
cluded in  the  above    -     1,099     S9->11S 


4,469  400,775 

Of  thefe,  the  (hipping  employed  in  the 
Weft  India  and  Coafting  Trade,  and  in 
the  Fiftieries,  were  almoft  wholly  Ameri- 
can  property,  and  manned  by  American 

feamen;  as  on  the  contrary,  thofe  in  the 

European 
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European  trade  (which  were  about  one 
half  of  the  Ihlpplng  employed  in  the  Com- 
merce of  the  American  States)  were  gene- 
rally the  property  of  Britifh  Merchants, 
navigated  by  Britifli  feamcn,  and  carrying 
to  the  markets  of  Great  Britain,  diredly 
or  circuitoiifly  (the  latter  in  a  fmall  propor- 
tion only)  the  produce  of  thofe  States. 

The  danger  of  lofing  our  {eamen,  par- 
ticularly in  time  of  war,  has  been  the  caufe 
of  very  ferious  apprehenfion  ;  the  fame 
common  language  creating  a  difficulty  of 
diftinguilhing  the  American  from  the  Bri- 
tifh feamen.  The  principal  means  of 
averting  this  evil,    which  menaces  us  in  a 

mod  alarming  manner,  is  to  endeavour,  on 
our  part,  to  unite  our  common  concerns 
upon  fuch  grounds,  as  to  make  it  the  in- 
tereft  of  America  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment, for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  fuch 
a  defcription  of  the  feamen  of  each  country, 

D  2  as 
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as  will  prove  their  identity.  Thij  might 
be  always  practically  done,  in  thofe  veffels 
which  are  the  joint  property  of  the  fubje'cls 
of  both  nations,  and  to  which  a  certain 
number  of  Britifli  feamen  mull  always  be- 
long, by  rating  the  names,  country,  and  de- 
fcription  of  every  feaman  on  board,  both 
Britifh  and  American ;  to  which  reference 
might  always  be  had.  Befides,  the  more 
the  mutual  interefts  of  both  countries  are 

blended,  the  more  exertion  will  be  made  by 
the   States  to  prevent  the  defertiori  of  our 

feamen,  as  their  own  fafety  will  then  be, 
in  a  great  meaiure,  involved  in  it.  On  the 
contrary,  if  America  is  confidered  merely 
In  the  light  of  a  foreign  nation,  and  treated 
with  as  fuch,  die  will  have  no  motive  of 
frlendHiip  or  attachment  to  induce  her  to 
put  a  flop  to  a  meafure,  ^vhlch,  though 
an  evil  of  itiagnitude  to  us,  will  prove  of 
eilential  fervice  to  her,  and  confenuently 
be  her  interefl^to  encourage. 

Those 
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Those  who  point  out  the  inconveni- 
ences which  the  United  States  will  pro- 
bably feel,  from  a  want  ot  connexion  with 
this  country,  do  not  fufficiently  advert  to 
tlie  circuniflance  of  our  being  at  the  fame 
time,  and  for  tlie  fame  reafbns,  partakers 
in  their  fufterings.  Nor  are  the  com- 
plaints which  tliey  make  of  i\merica's  en- 
groffing  the  Carrying  Trade  ("  which, con- 
*'  fidering  our  htuation  and  circumftances, 
*'  they  fay,  we  had  comparatively  little 
"  oi;^''  and  in  confcqucnce  are  of  opinion, 
that  even  at  the  price  of  the  enormous  ex- 
pence  of  the  iafi  war,  the  fcparation  is  of 
advantage  to  us)  to  be  reconciled  to  the 
inngnificant  light  in  which  they  at  other 
times  view,  the  American  Navigation  and 
Commerce ;  removing  by  the  one  all 
fear  of  rivalfhip,  and  overtl^rowing  by  the 
other  the  great  fuperiority  of  our  Navi- 
gation. The  real  fa6l  is,  the  more  Ame- 
rica increafed  in   her  Commerce  and  Na- 

D  3  vigation 
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vigation,  the  greater  was  the  acceflion  of 
ftreiigth  to  this  country,  and  the  greater 
in  proportion  was  the  increafe  of  our 
own  fliipping. 

Any  attempt  to  prove,  that  America, 
hy  having  obtained  Independence,  will  feel 
inconvenience  in  the  lofs  of  the  Carrying 
Trade,  mull  be  nugatory,  and  founded  on 
mifmformation ;  the  fuperiority  of  fhipping 
being  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  The 
United  States,  in  general,  are  much  more 
in  want  of  veffels  to  carry  off  their  pro- 
duce, than  of  being  carriers  for  others.  Fo- 
reign nations  will  fupply  their  prefent 
wants,  if  we  refufe ;  and  neceflity,  fup- 
ported  by  their  own  natural  advantages, 
will  make  provifion  for  their  future  ones. 
But  it  is  very  bad  policy  to  decline  the 
prefent  benefits  which  are  held  out  to  us, 
and  to  flimulate  them  to  be  rivals  to  our 
Navigation,   when   proper  eneouragement 

(which 
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(which  the  experience  of  former  advan- 
tages f>rongly  points  out  to  us)  would,  by 
pofleffing  the  better  capital,  throw  the  di- 
rection of  their  Commerce  chiefly  into 
our  hands,  and  be  the  means  of  renewing 
our  former  friendly  intercourfe.  It  can- 
not be  too  often  repeated,  that  the  nearer 
we  approach  to  our  former  commercial 
connexions,  the  nearer  approach  we  (hall 
make  to  the  interefl  of  this  country. 

We  Ihould  be  faithlefs  llewards  indeed, 
of  the  talents  which  have  been  intrufted  to 
our  care,  fliould  we  rejedl  a  Commerce  in 
every  refpe^L  beneficial  to  us  ;  fupporting 
our  Carrying  Trade,  by  employing  a  great 
number  of  veflels,  particularly  in  the  trans- 
port of  the  bulkyarticlesof  the  Middle  and 
Southern  States ;  and  forming  no  lefs  than 
a  fixth  part  of  our  whole  fliipping,  equal, 
if  not  fuperiour  to  that  of  our  Weft  India 
Colonies.     Thefe  States,  deriving  fo  much 

D  4  greater 
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greater  benefit  from  hufbandrj,  have  nq 
inclination  to  carry  it  on  for  tliemfelves  ; 
nor  will  ever  be  induced,  either  to  em- 
ploy their  ov7n  exertions,  or  make  ufe  of 
the  fliipping  of  our  European  neighbours 
for  the  purpofe,  if  we  will  undertake  it  in 
a  manner  fatlsfa6lory  to  them.  This  we 
may  do,  with  equal  fitisEi6lion  and  ad- 
vantage to  ourfclves. 

This  advantas^e  is  not,  at  lead  in  manv 
points,  denied  by  the  noble  Writer;  but 
he  builds  his  opinion  wholly  upon  the 
idea  of  America's  having  infulted  Great 
Britain  by  the  declaration  of  Independence ; 
and  therefore  confiders  any  permiflion 
whatever,  for  the  United  States  to  trade 
with  this  country,  to  be  a  fivour,  v/hich 
we  are  very  indulgent  to  grant,  and  which 
they  ought  to  receive  with  gratitude. — - 
However  confident  he  may  be  of  this  po- 
firion,    he   certainly    does    not    a6l    Vvith 

policy, 
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policy,  to  accompany  the  terms  of  trade 
which  he  thinks  proper  to  be  offered  to 
thofe  States,  with  an  avow(Sd  declaration 
ot  thefe  fentiments  ;  lince  he  cannot  for- 
get the  difpofitions  which  they  fliewed 
during  the  feverity  of  the  war,  and  that, 
by  a  parity  of  reafoning,  although  the 
terms  held  out  might  have  advant^ages, 
yet  if  they  were  couched  in  the  language 
of  dictation,  they  would  moft  probably 
be  rejected.  It  is  at  all  times  a  mofl 
difficult  part  for  a  nation,  which  has  mif- 
carried  in  the  atterript  to  fubdue  by  force 
fubje6ls  who  have  refifled,  and  m.aintained 
an  independence  of  her  Government,  to 
convince  them  that  Ihc  has  loft  all  views 
of  again  endeavouring  to  reduce  them. 
Pride  and  arrogance  will,  if  there  is  fuffi- 
cient  power  to  make  them  feared,  excite 
refentment  ;  contem^pt,  if  there  is  not. 
There  is  no  other  method  to  recov^^r  their 
loft  affections,  than  a  Treaty,  clearly  founded   ^  Jre*^ 

oil 
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on  a  broad  bafis  of  mutual  advantage. — 
It  is  in  this  cafe  a  fortunate  circamflance, 
that  the  general  interefts  of  both  countries 
have  fo  intimate  a  connexion,  that  anj 
contrary  fyftem  muft  be  produdive  of  con- 
fiderable  prelent  inconveniences  to  th>at 
which  adopts  it.  And,  ultimately,  of 
much  greater  detriment  to  Great  Britain 
than  to  the  iVmerican  States. 

The  uoble  Writer  has  made  it 'a  queflioii 
for  our  confideration,  "  Whether  we  have 
•'  not  engaged  too  great  a  proportion  of 
'^  our  capital  in  foreign  trade,  to  the 
"  great  detriment  of  other  important  na- 
"  tional  concerns,  and  particularly  of  the 
"  mofl  important  of  all,  Ag;riculture, 
"  w^hich  at  this-  moment  languillies  in  a 
**  great  degree,  by  the  fcarcity  of  money. 
"  It  would  be  found  (he  fays)  on  invefliga- 
tlon,  that  not  half  of  the  money  is  em- 
ploj'^ed  in  it  that  fliould  be,  and  that  in  many 

"  parts^ 
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*'  parts,   the    farms  are  by  no  means' pro- 
perly flocked  and  cultivated.      It  is  alfo 
well  known,   that  the  price  of  land  has 
"  fallen    near    one-third  within  eight    or 
**   nine  years."     The  firft  idea   which  na- 
turally ftrikes    us  on  reading  thefe  words, 
is,  that  the  Writer  of  them   is   an  entire 
ftranfrer    to   the    tranfa£tions   of    the   laft 
twenty  years;     to  the  profperous  ftate  of 
the  firft    ten  years  of  that  period  ;    to  the 
gradual  decay  of  the  laft.     The  flourifliing 
condition   of  our  Agriculture  and  Naviga- 
tion,   before  the  unhappy  difputes  w^ith  our 
Colonies  ;   the  large  fums  laid  out   in  the 
improvement   of  land  ;    its   high  and    in- 
creafed    value  ;     the    immenfc    trads    of 
wafte  grounds  enclofed  and  fertilifed,    and 
the    general  opulence  of  our  farmers;  to- 
gether  with     the  great    extenfion  of  our 
Commerce    and    Manufactures,      and    the 
-abundant  wealth  of  our   Merchants     and 
Traders  before   that  period ;    when  com- 
pared 
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pared  with  the  mifeiable  contrail  fmcc 
that  time,  point  out  very  clearly  the  caufe 
of  thofe  melancholy  efieclis  which  have 
been  thus  defcrihed.  A  part  of  the  one 
.  hundred  millions  of  money  fpent  in  thefe 
difputes,  might  have  been  applied  to  thofe 
purpoics,  which  the  noble  Author  of  the 
Obfervations  laments,  are  neglected  for  the 
want  of  afnftance. 

There  is  one,  and  one  argument  alone, 
which  can  be  urged,   with   any  appearance 
of  reafon,  in  fiivour  of  that  fyftem  which 
confines  our    fliipping  within    the  bounds 
./         •  €)f  our  own  country,     Jt  is  founded  in  de- 

fpair  ;  and  iuppofes  that  the  National  Debt 
is  become  fo  enormous,  the  taxes  upon 
trade  fo  great,  and  a  relaxation  of  fpirit 
fo  general,  that  our  own  fhipping  will  be 
abundantly  more  than  fufficient  for  all  the 
purpofes  of  our  Commerce.  IF  thefe  me- 
lancholy furmifes  prove  to   be  facls,    the 

game 
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<Tame  which  wc  are  playhig,  to  preferve 
the  Carryhig  Trade,  is  at  an  end ;  and  we 
Hiall  find  fufficieiit  difficulty  to  keep  even 
the  immediate  Navigation  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  a  tolerable  condition.  Wliat- 
ever  opinion  may  be  formed  of  the  bad  fi- 
tuation  the  country  is  in,  the  man  who 
recommended  a<£lii:ig  upon  fuch  defpcrate 
principles,  would  find  himfelf  feverely 
condemned,  even  by  thofe  very  people 
W"ho  conceived  that  opinion.  They  would 
very  properly  tell  him,  that  exertions 
ought  at  lead:  to  be  made,  to  recover,  as 
far  as  we  were  able,  the  lofles  we  have 
fuftained.  A  very  confiderable  part  of  our 
dominions  has  been  torn  from  us.  But 
'  though  its  Ibvereignty  is  gone,  w-e  ought 
jiot  to  fit  quietly  down,  under  an  infatu- 
ated blindnefs,  and  be  wltnefics  of  its  Com- 
merce foUcwin^,  when  it  is  in  our  own 
power  to  retain  it ;  and  by  that  means  put 
ourleives  in  a  condition  to  recover  our  for- 
mer 


mer  commercial,  and  in  confequence,  ovir 
national  greatnefs.  Let  us  not  lie  down, 
like  men  in  defpair  j  but  be  a6live,  refo- 
lute,  and  work  out  our  falvation  with  fpi- 
rit  and  perfeverance. 

It  will  be  proper   to   take  a  view  of  the 
former   Colonial  Comm.erce  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  authorities    upon  which   the 
accounts  are  given,    in  order    to   form  a 
judgment  of  its  value.   '  The  firft  account 
is  taken    from  an   original   Manufcript  of 
Davenant,  quoted  by  Mr.  Burke ;  and  is 
merely  to  fliew   the    rapid  increafe   of  our 
Plantation  Trade.   The  latter  accounts,  the 
greater  part   within   our  own    experience, 
and  fully   proving  the  magnitude   of  our 
North   American  exports,  are  taken  from 
the    comprehenfive  and  enlightened  fpeech 
of  Mr.  Glover,  in  fumming   up  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr.  Walker,   be- 
fore the  Houfe   of  Commons,    upon  the 

Bill 
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Bill  for  Retraining  the  American  Trade^ 
Such  an  authority  will  not  furely  admit  of 
difpute. 

At  the    beginning  of  this  century,  the  fit/**^^    " 
Exports   to  North  America    and  the  Weft       f^Jda 
Indies,  were         -  -  £".483,265 

[Africa  -  -  86,665 


•'^^ 


1-5^9^93'^ 


The  Exports  were,  011  a  medium,    from 

North  America  only         -     jT.  1,000, 003 
Well:  Indies  -  -  700,000 

Africa  -  -  -       180,000 

From  1756  to  1773,  /'>>J 

North  America         -  jf.2, 300,000 

Weft  Indies  -  1,100,000 

Africa  -  -         470,000 

On 
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On  a  medium  of  the  years  1771,   1772,- 

North  America  -  ^{".3, 500, 000 

Weil:  Indies  -  ;^.  1,300, 000 

Africa  -  -  700,000 

And  proportioning  fuch  a  part  of  the  Afri* 
can  Trade  as  belonged  to  North  America, 
the  Exports  will  be  found  to  be,  at  a  me- 
dium  of  the  three  years  before  the  war. 

North  America  -         ^.3,650,000 

Weil:  Indies  -  -  1,850,000 


^.5,500,000 
From  Scotland         -         -  400.000 


^.5, 900,00a. 
Or  in.  proportion  of  two  thirds  to  North 
America,  and  one  third  to  the  Wefl  Indies. 
The  wiiole  b^-ing  upwards  of  one  third 
part  of  the  Exports  of  this  kingdom,  efti- 
matinp"  their  value  upon  the  fame  accurate 
authority,  at  fixteen  millions,  during  the 
.few  years  preceding  the  American  war. 

The 


(     5'     ) 

The  proportion  of  Brltifh  goods  to 
foreign  goods,  exported  from  hence  to 
North  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  were 
to  tlie  former,  three  fourths  Britifh  and 
one  fourth  foreign ;  to  the  latter,  two 
thirds  Britifh  and  one  third  foreign.  The 
exports  of  Britifli  Manufadures  will  then 
be  in  this  proportion  : 

North  America  -       ^.2,737,000 

Weft  Indies       .      «  1,234,000 

The  accounts  which  were  taken  by  au- 
thority in  America,  of  the  value  of  Bri- 
tifli goods,  imported  previous  to  the  war, 
arc  fomewhat,  though  not  materially,  dif- 
ferent.    They  were  eftimated  as  follows : 

To  the  four  New  England 

States         -  -  ^.407,000 

New  York  -  -•  531,000 


E       Carry  over  ^.938,000 
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Brought  forward  ^f. 938,000 

Pennfylvania                -  650,000 

Virginia  and  Maryland  865,000 

North  Carolina                -  25,000 

South  Carolina                -  365,000 

Georgia               -               -  50,000 
Jerfey  and  Delaware  no 

eflimate,  fuppofe               -  50,000 


Sterling         /, 2, 943, 000 


These  accounts,  marking  as  they  pro- 
ceed, the  aftoniPning  increafe  of  ourNortli 
American  Export  Trade,  which  had  its 
rife  almoft  within  this  century  ;  and 
which,  within  fo  fhort  a  fpace,  attained  to 
the  immenfe  fum  of  three  millions  and  a 
half  flerling,  do  not,  great  as  they  are,, 
confine  our  ideas  within  even  fuch  ex- 
tenlive  bounds.  For,  fhould  fuch  a 
perfed   reconciliation   bet^veen    the    two 

countries 
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countries  take  place,  as  to  produce  tlic 
revival  of  our  former  connexions,  we 
may  Jook  forward  to  a  yet  greater  in- 
creafe  of  our  Navigation  and  Commerce, 
in  the  increafe  of  American  population  ; 
which,  according  to  the  befh  Authors, 
doubles  itielf  in  twenty  five  years  :  And 
as  the  inhabitants  have  fo  great  an  extent 
of  fine  country,  to  employ  them  in  the 
more  eligible  cares  of  Agriculture,their  con- 
fumption  of  BrlLiQi  Manufactures  would 
neceffarily  be  of  wonderful  magnitude. 

Sucu  an  increafe  of  trade,  of  courfe 
demanded  an  increafe  of  fliipping.  We 
found  it  in  thofe  Slates,  which  the  fup- 
porters  of  the  contra£led  fyflem  of  Navi- 
gation are  driving  to  tear  from  us.  They 
feem  weary  of  the  profperity  of  their  own 
country,  and  are  ready  to  abandon  the 
only  opportunity  which  prefents  itfelf  to 
us  of  reviving  our  own  Navigation,  by 
fuch  a  communication   with  America,   as 

E  2  would 


(     54     ) 
W'ould     prevent     foreign     nations    iroin 
the    benefit    of    fupplying    the     prefent 
want  of  fliipping,  which  the  war  has  oc- 
cafioned  in  that  country.    But  inflead  of  a 
conciliatory    healing    condud,     they   are 
goading  the  United  States  into  the  ufe  of 
thofe  powerful  natural  means,  which  the 
fituation  of  their  country  has  given  them  •, 
and  which  will  enable  them,  in    a  courfe 
of  years,  as  they  increafe  in  ftrength,  not 
only  to  deprive  us,  but  every  other  nation, 
of  the  Carrying  Trade. 

/  /f  They  have  excellent  harbours,  and 
^"^""O^  they  build  mips  cheaper  than  any  other 
C^^:^      ^^      .    people.       The   improvements  they  make 

ports,  once  fo  familiar  to  us,  by  a  free 
admiflion  of  them  as  Britifh  fhips,  up- 
on ftipulated  terms,  in  the  manner  of 
iliipsiaVen  as  prize,  or  ^hen  they  are 
the  joint  property  of  the  inhabitants  of 

both 
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botli  countries,   it   is  in   our  power  to  do 
it.     America  has  fliewn  us  tlie   example  : 
The  Slate  of  Maryland  having   paiTed  an 
acl  upon  the    celTauon   of  hollilities,    de- 
claring all  Britifh  fliips  of  which  the  Citi- 
zens of  their  State   held   one   third  part 
only,  to  be  deemed  fliips  of  the  State,  and  to 
be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  fuch  fliips. 
Wefliallthen  fecureour  fupply  of  fhipping, 
as  well  as  the  fupportofour  manufactures 
of    cordage,    fail-cloth,  and    many  other 
(lores,  neceffary  for    the  fitting   out  (hips, 
which  they  will  otherwife  buy  of  the  Nor- 
thern Pou'ers,  or  manufadure  for  them- 
felves.     They  have  as  good  hemp  as  any       //tv^y^. 
in  the  world,  and   naval  flores   in  great     yxa^y^Jt-^^^^ . 
plenty;    fail-cloth    they   can   import,    of   Jeut uC'^^, 
equal   quality^    and  upon  cheaper  terms, 
than    from   this    country.      Of   their  in-    S\\.cLu.^^ 
duflry  and  perfeverance  we  have  had  the    f<^u>^^^^^' 
mofl  convincing  proofs.    We  experienced 
the  good  efPeds  of  their  commercial  fpirit  um'y\M^'oi^iliy>'^, 

E  3  before 
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before  tlie  war  ;  we  were  witnefTes  to  tliefe 
qualities  in  them,  under  all  the  feverlty  of 
that  calamity.  We  beheld  their  fliips  of 
war,  and  almofl  their  whole  trade,  nearly 
annihilated  at  various  times  ;  yet,  they 
were  continually  building  more,  which 
were  as  fucceflively  taken  from  them;  and 
there  were  not  wanting  variety  of  in- 
flances,  where  vciFtls  being  taken,  were 
repeatedly  replaced  by  the  owners  with 
others,  to  an  incredible  number.  In  one 
inflance,  not  lefs  than  thirteen  times. — ■ 
And  as  a  further  proof  of  their  [phh  in  ad- 
venture, feveral  fhips  fince  the  Peace, have 
been  fitted  out  for  China,  and  Difcoveries 
in  the  South  Seas.  Nor  was  the  annear- 
ance  of  Philadelphia,  foon  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  it  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  lefs  aRo- 
niihing.  At  that  time,  one  miferable  ferry 
boat,  and  the  remains  of  a  few  ha'f  burnt 
gallics,  were  ail  the  obj eels  that  prefented 
themfelves  to  the   view,  opoa   the  folitary 

waters 
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waters  of  this  once  flouriniing  place. 
A  gloomy  fpedacle  of  defolation  filled 
the  eye.  In  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  tune, 
the  found  of  the  axes,  and  the  noife  of 
the  fliipwrlghts,  re-echoed  through  the 
port;  and  within  twelve  months,  a  fo- 
reft  of  fliips  covered  the  rolling  waves  of 
the  majeflic  Delaware.. 

Examples  likethefe, ought  to  teach  us  the 
wifdora  of  fecuring  a  people,  who  are  fo 
capableof  being  made  ufeful  friends,  or  ac- 
tive enemies.  It  would  be  prudent  to  bid 
even  high  for  fuch  induftrious  confumcrs 
of  our  manufadures  ;  and  to  form  fuch  a 
connexion,  as  will  make  America,  inftead 
of  a  dangerous  rival  to  our  Navigation, 
conducive  to  the  common  Interefls  of  both 
countries ;  more  particularly  as  thofe 
branches  of  our  Carrying  Trade,  which 
are  not  within  the  limits  of  the  Ad  of 
Navigation,   and  arc  of  great  importance 
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to  us,  will  certainly  be  loft,  without  tlie 
incorporation  of  American,  or  other 
fhipplng  equally  cheap.  And  even  thofe 
which  that  AO.  fecures,  cannot  be  carried 
on  with  equal  advantage,  becaufe  the 
more  our  Navigation  is  confined,  the 
greater  will  be  the  charges  upon  it,  whilfl; 
its  late  general  extenfion  was  produdive 
of  as  general  benefits,  difFufed  through 
every  part  of  our  Commerce. 

A  GREAT  flrefs  is  laid  upon  the  necefiity 
which  the  Americans  will  be  under  to  pur- 
chafe  Englilh  goods,  from  their  not  being 
able  to  procure  them  in  any  other  country 
upon  fuch  cheap  and  advantageous  terms. 
It  is,  however,  a  hazardous  attempt  to 
drive  them  to  this  necelTny.  Mankind  are 
•formed  of  materials  which  have  a  great 
aptitude  to  refill,  when  force  is  employed. 
They  may  be  led,  but  cannot  ea'fily  be 
driven;  and    though,     according    to    the 

noble 
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noble  Author,  a  Stamp  Acl,  a  Tea  A61, 
or  any  other  fimilar  Ati,  cannot  again 
occur,  yet  the  exclufion  of  American  (hips 
from  our  Wefl  India  Iflands,  has  already 
produced  fome  mcafures  injurious  to  the 
admiflion  of  Britifli  fliips,  and  the  impor- 
tation of  Britiflr  goods.  One  of  the  States 
has  already  laid  a  conditional  duty  of 
about  three  flullings  per  ton  on  the  for- 
mer, and  of  two  per  cent,  additional  on 
the  latter.  The  prohibition  of  the  import 
of  Oil,  has  not  yet  reached  New  Eng- 
land. '  By  the  lafl  accounts  from 
Ainerica,  the  Merchants  had  determined 
upon  a  general  revifal  of  their  Trade, 
and  increaied  powers  were  to  be  given  to- 
the  Congrefs,  for  its  regulation  in  the  fe- 
veral  Slates.  The  Americans  have  been 
in  the  practice  of  felf  denial  already.  A 
patched,  thread-bare  coat,  was  thought 
no  difgrace  during  the  war.  Nor 
\vere    thf;     firfl   women     in    the    country 
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afliamed  of  being  employed  in  making 
linen  for  the  ufe  of  the  common  Soldiers. 
We  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  miferies 
which  America  experienced  from  the  ra- 
vages of  the  war,  though  fmothered  over 
at  the  peace,  are  entirely  buried  in  ob- 
livion. That  can  alone  be  effected  by 
good  will.  irritation  may  make  tl'ic 
wound  bleed  a-freili.  We  fliould  ad 
wifer  to  attempt  a  radical  cure. 

We  certainly jmanufadure  many  fpecres 
of  goods  cheaper  and  better,  and  from 
the  fuperiority  of  our  capitals,  and  fkillin 
Commerce,  can  afford  to  fell  them  on 
more  advantageous  terms,  than  any  other 
nation.  Thefe  are  coarfe  woollens"^^  of 
every  kind,  worded  fluffs,  iron  ware, 
nails,     cutlery,    common    earthen    ware, 

glafs, 

'■'  The  Merchants  of  Fliiladelpliia  have  lately  im- 
ported fome  coarfe  woollens  from  Hamburgh,  whicli 
proved  fatisfaclory  to  them,  both  in  quality  and 
price. 
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glafs,  tobacco  pipes,  worflcJ  and  cottou 
(lockings,  Qioes,  buttons,  hats ;  all  kinds  of 
ManchcRcr  and  Norwich  goods,  gauze,  filk. 
ribbons,  Tewing  filk,  tin  plates,  (beet  lead, 
and  all  forts  of  lead  and  plumbers''  work  ; 
pewter,  copper,  and  brafs  ware;  painters' 
colours,  cordage,  fliip  chandlery,  uphol- 
flery,  and  cabinet  ^vare;  fadlery,  gun- 
powder, books,  ftationary,  beer,  and 
porter.  'I  here  may  be  fome  articles 
omitted  in  this  enumeration. 

The  Americans  already  manufadure  cor- 
dage, fail-cloth,  hats,  (lockings,  glafs,  and 
porter.  But  they  are  in  a  forced  ilate,  and 
will  not  be  brought  to  a  perfection  yielding 
profit,  if  they  have  a  free  and  fatisfadory 
trade  with  tliis  country,  as  they  will  be 
able  to  nnport  cheaper  than  they  can  ma- 
nufacture. To  reafon  as  the  Author  of 
ihe  Obfcrvations  does,  uoon  America's 
not  having  any  coal,  clay,  flint,  or  fimilar 
matciials,  for  manufacli;re,  and  to  recom- 
mend 
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mend  '*  the  fliutting  up  of  the  collieries 
"  of  Cape  Breton,  in  order  to  encourage 
"  our  own  coals,  and  the  Carrying 
"  Trade,"  hardly  merits  a  ferious  anfwer. 
It  is  the  lirfl  time  that  coal  was  fuppofed 
to  afford  profit  to  fliips  carrying  it  fuch 
a  voyage.  Let  us  not  deceive  curl^lves 
by  fuch  ideas.  America  is  1300  miles 
in  extent  along  the  coaft.  In  depth  im- 
rxienfely  great,  and  it  contains  all  that  is 
to  be  found  in  Europe.  She  has  lead, 
iron,  and  copper  mines  ;  and  if  we  will 
trade  with  her  fatisfa6iorily,  fhe  will  fend 
the  raw  materials  for  iis  to  manufa^ure. 
She  has  coal  in  abundance,  clavs  of  all 
kinds  ;  even  the  fined  porcelain  clay, 
equal  to  the  Chinefe  ;  and  in  thefe  heavy, 
cheap  anicles  (except  cafually  for  bal- 
lad) die  cannot  be  fupplied  from  didant 
countries  ;  but  when  die  is  in  want  of 
them,  die  mud  provide  herfelf  at  home. 

Upon 
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Upon  many  of  tliofe  enumerated  goods 
we  already  grant  confidcrable  bounties,  to 
encourage  their  exportation.  Thefe  will, 
in  courfe,  be  continued.     They  are, 

On  gunpowder       4s.  6d.  per  100  pounds 
Oil  linen  i  to  i|d.  per  yard 

On  fail-cloth  2d.  per  ell 

On  filk  6d.  to  4s.  per   pound,  ac- 

cording to  the  different  qualities. 
On  refined  fugar       sGs.  per  112  pounds 
On  cordage  2S.  4|d.  per   112  pounds, 

if  exported  to  Europe,  and  it  fliould 
iikewifc  be  ext-ended  to  America. 

Of  thefe  manufadures,  filk  will  be  jMk, 
preferved  partially.  The  leffer  parts  ma- 
nufa^ured  at  Coventry,  and  the  mixture 
of  it  with  cotton  and  woriled  at  Manchefler 
and  Norwich,  have  fo  much  greater  neat- 
nefs  and  fancy  than  thofe  of  other  coun- 
tries, 
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Cties,  that  they  will  certainly  command 
a  preference.  The  other  parts  of  the  filk 
manufafture  have  too  many  clifadvantages 
to  contend  wiTh,  to  cxped  any  other  fale 
than  what  may  a  rife  from  being  part  of 
afforted  cargoes  of  goods.  The  greater 
expence  of  raw  materials  and  wages  in 
England,  mud  fecure,  in  every  cafe,  this 
trade  to  France. 

JliM^^-  "f'HE  great  bounty  oh  refined  fugar  feems 

to  giveit  a  preference  at  almofl  any  market. 

The   Americans,    however,  appear  to   be 

very  jealous  of  its  introdu61ion,  and  have 

laid  extraordinary  duties  upon  it  in  fome 

ffffyoJi^         Slates.      For  gunpowder  and  cordage  we 

(jerfdn^      may  exped  a  demand  ;   but  the  manufac- 

Scui^jttni,    tore  of  fail-cloth  is  in  danger  of  being  loll 

to  us,  the  quality  of  that  commodity  being 

excellent,   and  to  be   procured   on  cheap 

terms,   in   other  countries. 
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We  have  one  chance  of  preferving  the  ^ftCn. 
Linen  Trade,  by  the  foftncfs  of  texture  of 
the  Irifli  linen.  The  threads  are  more 
unequal,  and  therefore  more  pliable  than 
the  German  ;  a  quality  which  is  gene- 
rally preferred  in  linen. 

If  theAmcricans  continue  to  be  fupplied 
with  goods  from  this  country,    there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  abfolute  neceflity  for 
taking   an'ay  the   remaining  duties  on  fo- 
reign goods  exported:    But  no  more  mud 
be  exaded  than  on  goods  exported  to  other 
foreign    countries.        It     would    ^viLhout 
doubt  be  an  encouragement;  but  the  reve- 
nue is  in  fuch  an  impaired  flate^  that  if   it 
incurs  this  redudion,  fome  other  addition 
mufl  be  made  to  it.     The  demands  of  the 
Merchants  in  America,  will  not  for  a  con- 
fiderablc  time  be  equal  to  the  fale  of  whole 
cargoes  of  any  one  fpecies  of  goods  ;    and 
the  port  charges    attending  vcfljls  lading 

in 
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I  in  dilTerent  places,   will  exceed  the  favings 

made  by  purchafing  the  foreign  goods 
1  tliej  want  in  any  part  of  Germany  or  the 

Baltic,  of  which  they  are  the  growth  or 
manufa6ture.  It  will  often  happen,  that 
a  fiiip  is  ordered  to  return  home  with  Inch 
a  quantity  as  may  be  wanted  from  any  of 
the  above  ports  to  which  they  have  brought 
a  cargo.     But  this  will  be  accidental,   and 

ihtJ)'ttcif'^0C(C>^^,  ^^  ^^^^  conne6led  with  the  afforted  cargoes 
of  goods,  which  the  Americans  will  give 
orders  for  to  this  country.  Foreign  goods 
generally  form  a  fourth  part  of  an  afforted 
cargo. 

There  are  many  articles  which  Ame- 
rica will  fupply  herfelf  with,   by  the  re- 
turn of  her  veffels  from  the  Southern  parts 
■  of  Europe,    without  coming  to  England  ; 
rii  ]y('yyyij  A^^      fuch  as  fdk,  wine,    oil,  and  other  produc- 
tions of  thole  countries.     The  climate  of 

the 
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tke  Southern  States  is  lo  perfeclly  well 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  thefe  articles^, 
that  in  time  they  will  fupply  themfelves. 
They  have  no  other  difficulty  to  con- 
tend with,  than  what  arifes  from  the 
infancy  of  thofe  parts  of  the  country. 
They  want  only  manage  ment,  and  fuf- 
ficient  population,  to  furnifh  themfelves 
with  every  produifl  of  the  finefl  coun- 
tries of  Europe  and  the  Eafl.  They 
will  be  in  pofieflion  of  thefe  advantages, 
long  before  they  turn  their  views  to  ma- 
nu failure.  We  fhall  always  find  a  pro- 
tedtion  to  ours  in  the  greater  profit,  health, 
and  enjoyment,  which  attend  hufbandry  ; 
efpecially  in  a  country  where  the  finefl 
land  may  be  had,  almofl  for  the  culture. 
The  inhabitants  of  fuch  countries  will 
prefer  purchafing,  to  the  manufacturing  of" 
goods  for  their  own  ufe.  NecefTity  has 
lometimes  driven  them  to  it,     Cotton  and 
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flax  they  have ;  and  fo  long  fince  as  the 
war  of  1739,  the  CaroUnlans,  on  the 
mifcarriage  of  their  European  fuppHes, 
manufactured  cloathing  for  their  Negroes. 
In  the  back  countries  theyyetmanufadure 
for  their  immediate  ufe  :  Very  much  in 
the  fame  manner  as  was  formerly  pracSlifed 
in  this  kingdom,  (probably,  in  the  inte- 
riour  parts  of  Wales  and  Scotland  the  cuf- 
tom  may  flill  continue ;  if  not,  it  is  in 
the  remembrance  of  many  perfons  of  our 
times)  where  all  the  apparel  and  linen, 
neceffiiry  for  the  family,  were  made  in  it. 
They  fowed  the  feed,  raifed  the  flax, 
drefled  it,  and  prepared  both  that  and  the 
wool  for  manufacture,  which  was  per- 
formed within  their  own  domain.  Their 
wants  were  not  many,  and  thefe  were 
fupplied  among  themfelves.  But  as  it 
happened  in  England,  it  will  happen  in 
this  part  of  Am.erica ;   the   country  will 

be 
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be  better  peopled,  the  roads  will  be  more 
opened,  and  they  will  find  it  more  pro- 
fitable to  purchafe  goods,  than  to  manu- 
fadure  them. 

The  exportation  of  goods  from  America 
comes  next  under  confideration,   and  how 
far  it  may  be  made  ufeful  to  us.     The 
United  States  of  North  America  mav  be 
divided  into  three   parts,   each   having  a 
particular    connexion   with  the   different 
States  of  which  it  is  compofed.     The  firft 
in  order   is    New-England,   whofe  trade 
chiefly  confifls  in  ^fhips  built  for  fale,   in 
exporting   lumber   and    provifions ;     but 
more  particularly  in  the  fiflieries,  which 
they  have  purfued  with  great  fuccefs.   The 
fecond  divifion  is   from  the  River  Hudfon 
to  the  Chefapcak,  including  the  States  of 
New- York,  the  Jerfeys,  Pennfylvania,  De- 
laware, Maryland,  and  Virginia ;  all  con- 
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nefted  together  by  a  trade  fimilar  to  each 
other;  principally  in  wheat,  flour,  to- 
bacco, building  fhips,  lumber,  and  provi- 
fions.  The  laft  divifion  is  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  ;  the  former 
of  which  produces  wheat,  lumber,  and 
naval  ftores  ;  the  latter,  rice,  indigo, 
lumber,  naval  ftores,  and  proviirons. — 
This  is  the  outline  of  the  Commerce  of 
America.  To  fpeak  more  particularly,  we 
muft  begin  with  New-England,  whofe 
oreat  Commerce   is    the   fiflieries  of  cod, 

whale,  mackrel,  &c.  from  \vhich  are  pro- 
duced fpermaceti,  whale,  and  cod  oil, 
and  whale  bone;  together  with  ftiips  built 

for  fde,  pot-afhes,  fome  naval  ftores,  Ikins, 
furs,  mafts,  boards,  joifts,  planks,  ftaves, 
cattle,  horfes,  hogs,  poultry,  beef,'  pork, 
hams,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  alfo  fome 
manufactured  iron  ware,  hats,  and  can- 
dles.    The  exportation  from  the  Hudfon- 

River, 


(    70 

River,  and  the  Bays  of  Delaware  andChefll- 
peak,    confifts  of  tobacco,  wheat,   flour, 
bread,    Indian-corn,     beans,    peafe,    rye, 
beef,  pork,  tallow,  hogs- fat,  wax, flax-feed, 
fome  naval  ftores  of  various  forts,   allies, 
horfes,  drugs,  hams,  fmoked  beef,  buttery 
cheefe,  live  hogs,  poultry,  hemp,  flax,  deer- 
flcins,  brandy,  iron-ore,  bar  and   pig  iron, 
copper,  furs,  fhips  for  fale,   and   lumber. 
From  the  Carolinas  and  Georoia,  thev  ex- 
port    rice,  indigo,    deer    and  other  Ikins, 
hemp,    hides    and   other   tanned    leather, 
lumber,   pitch,   tar,   turpentine,  fome  to- 
bacco, Indian-corn,  wheat,  flour,   horfes, 
and  live  fliock,  beef,  pork,  butter,    hogs- 
fat,  wax,  tallow,  drugs,   hams,   and  fome 
fhips.      They    have    attempted    filk    and 
wine,   with  an  appearance  of  future  fuc- 
ccfs.     Oranges   are  fine,  and  in  plenty. — - 
Thc/t^re  the  exports  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  divifions  in   which   they  are  na- 
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turally  placed.  The  amount  of  the  value 
of  each,  previous  to  the  war,  were  nearly 
as  follows,  together  with  that  of  the  ton- 
nage employed  in  the  exportation  : 

Firjl  Divl/ion, 

Tons  of  Ihlpping  employed. 

New-England  States,  (in- 
cluding the  fifheries)    ^.770,000*  150,000 

Second  Divijton, 

New- York,  £.$i(),ooo 
Philadelphia,  685,000 
Maryland,  379,000 
Virginia,           706,000        £^  Tons. 

. .  2,299,000     183,500 


Carry  over  ^.3,069,000     183,500    150,000 
^  'Third 

*  This  exceeds  moft  of  the  accounts  generally 
given  ;  but  thofe  were  taken  many  years  ago,  and 
did  not  include  the  very  great  increafe  of  the  fi/hery 
in  the  few  years  preceding  the  war. 
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Tons  of  (hipping  fmp!fiyf(?. 
Brought  forward  ^f  .3,069,000    183,500    150,000 

'Third  Dh/Jion, 

North  Carolina,^.  78,000 
South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,   532,000 

— —    610,000      66,500 

250,000 


Sterling,    ^{^.3, 679, 000  employing  400,000 

tons  of  fhipping. 

Those  which  have  been  part  of  the  im* 
portations  mto  Great  Britain,  ihall  firft  be 
mentioned,  and  next  thofe  fent  to  the 
Wefl  Indies. 

One  of  the  mod  material  branches  Is 
flilps  built  for  fale,   at  prices   greatly  in- 

feriour  to   thofc  in  the  cheapeft  ports  of 
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ihis  kingdom.     The  carpenter's  prices  for 
building,   in  flerling  money,  by  the  ton, 
were  as  follows  :   In  New-England  three 
pounds.     In  the  Middle  States  about  four 
pounds.     In  South  Carolina,  of  live  oak, 
five  guineas ;   the  whole  cod  of  the  fliips 
equipped  for   fea,  feven-  to   ten  guineas. 
They   were   chiefly  from  New    England, 
which    fupplied   about    tv^cpfifths    of  the 
whole  number  of  the  American  fhips  em- 
ployed in  Great  Britain,  and  were  gene- 
lally  fent  to  fca   at  the  expence  of  about 
J^-^   feven  \4^'^'^  guineas  per  ton.    The  moll 
beautiful  are  thofe  built  in  Philadelphia, 
where  this  art  has  attained  to  the  greateft 
perfedion;  equal,  perhaps  fuperiour,  to  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  Capital  fhips  have 
alfo  been  built  at  New-York,  and  in  the 
Chefapeak;    and  in    South-Carolina,   of 
live  oak,   which  is  of  much  longer  dura- 
tion than  any  other  timber  whatever. 

Those 
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Those  who  have  aderted,  that  the  diip- 
plng  of  our  out-ports,  are  equally  lafti-n^ 
with  the  American  fiiips  built  of  live  oak, 
have  been    very  much  miunformed  ;   the 
latter   being   found  by  experience,  to  be 
much   more  durable    than  our  beil  oalu 
Nor   has  the  noble  Writer  been   under  a 
l^fs  error,  in  placing  io  much  dependence 
upon  American   Citllom-houle  Accounts, 
A' more    (Iriking   inllance    of  inaccuracy 
cannot  be  given,   than   in  the  account  he 
gives,  (from    that  CuRom-houfc)    of   the 
fliipping    built    in  America    in  one   year^ 
We  mull  naturally  fnpporc,  from  il-is  ac- 
count, that  Newfoundland  was  noi  a   Co- 
lony where  Qiips  were ufually built.   Yctiii- 
dtpendently   of   fmall  vciTels,   there  is  riQ 
year  in^vhichmany  large  fhips  are  not  bulk 
for  foreign  Trade.  Generally  twelve,  upon 
an    average.     The   Obferv.itions   on    the 
American  Trade  alio   vary  much,  in  tlie 
difference    between     real    and     rcgidered 
tonnage;     in    fome    places   one-rifih,     in 

others. 
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Others,   one-third,  and   in  one  place  one 
half. 

The  FIfhery,  and  carrying  the  fifh  to 
market  from  New-England,  employed  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  about 
1450  veffels  of  100,000  tons  burthen, 
and  1 1,000  fiihermen  and  feamen.  This 
account  not  agreeing  with  that  of  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Obfervatlons,  requires  fotue 
explanation.  He  eflimates  the  fliipplng 
employed  in  the  different  fifheries  in 
1763,  as  follows:  In  the  whale  fifhery 
eighty  or  ninety  floops  ;  in  the  cod  fifli- 
ery  two  hundred  and  fifty  fchooners ;  and 
in  the  mackrel  fifliery  forty  fail.  We  had 
a  very  accurate  account  of  thefe  fifheries, 
from  a  Gentleman  of  the  fit  ft  commercial 
knowledge,  and  of  long  pra(5llcal  expe- 
rience in  the  American  Trade,  Mr.  Wat- 
fon,  Member  for  London,  given  by  him 
to  the  Houfe  of   Commons  in  the  year 

1775; 
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17  75  i  taken  nearly  at  the  fame  period  as 
tliatofihe  noble  Author;  the  latter  being 
in  I  y^s,  and  Mr.  Watfon's  in  1764.  The 
difFerence  between  thefe  accounts  are  very- 
great.  Mr.  Watfon  made  the  number  of 
veflels  employed  in  the  whale  filhery  to 
be  one  hundred  and  fifty,  which  the  noble 
Author  eflimates  to  be  ninety.  In  the 
cod  fiQiery  three  hundred,  which  he 
makes  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
in  the  mackrel  fiflicry  ninety  vffftis,  in- 
ftead  of  forty. 

From  the  year  1764,  to  the  comm-^nce- 
ment  of  the  war,  the  FiQieries  gradually 
increafed;  at  which  time  they  were  become 
aftonifliingly  great.  In  the  Cuflom-houfc 
accounts,  which  the  noble  Author  has 
given  of  the  exports  of  1770,  there  is  a 
confiderable  difference  from  that  which 
he  has  inferted,  in  the  body  of  his  Work, 
as  the  produce  of   177'-;.      But   the  fame 

objcclions 
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objeclions  operate  at  all  times  to  Cuftom- 
houfe  accounts-,  and  in  particular  to  Ame- 
rican. He  makes  the  whole  produce  of 
the  cod  fifiierv  alone,  to  amount  to  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  quintals  of 
.dried,  and  forty  two  thoufand  barrels  of 
pickled  fill ;  of  which  three  hundred  and 
feventy  thoufand  quintals,  and  forty  thou- 
fand barrels,  he  ftates  to  be  of  the  Ame- 
rican flhery.  This  account,  as  well  as 
that  of  Newfoundland,  appears  to  be 
taken  from  the  Cufiom-houfe,  as  they  are 
much  under  the  real  flatc  of  thofe  fifheries. 
But  this  being  always  the  cafe  with  thefe 
accounts,   the  entries  being  under-rated  to 

I 

avoid  payment  of  fees,  or  limilar  demands, 
one  third  part  may  at  leaft  be  generally  ad- 
ded to  it,  which  will  bring  it  near  the  truth.  ^ 

Tke  American  Fiflieries  were  in  this  in- 
crcaftd  ftate  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,    when    the   accounts    given    in    this 

Work, 
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Work,  combining  all  parts  of  them,  the 
cod,  \yhale,  mackrel,  and  fliad,  were  taken. 
They  are  very  correal ;  and  will  be  found 
to  agree  with  the  beft  information  collected 
at  that  period. 

The  produce  of  the  cod  fifl-iery  of  New- 
England  is  divided  into  tvvo-tifthsof  lalted 
cod-fifh  for  the  European  market,    remit- 
tances for  which  were  fent  to  Great  Britain, 
to  pay   for    goods    purchafed   there ;    and 
three-fifths  foi*  the  Well:  Indian  mrket,  to 
which  place  the  mackrel  and  (had  were 
fent.     The  produce  of  the  whale  fifhery 
is   fpermaceti   and   v/hale   oil,    and  whale 
bone  ',    which,  as  well  as  the  greater  part 
of  the  cod  oil,   was  fent  to  Great  Britain, 
and  will  yet  center  there,  as  it  is  the  beft 
market  they  can  procure  for  it.     Our  con- 
fumplion  of  oil  is  very  great,    and  a  part 
of  it,  as  well  as  whale  bone,    is  ncceffafy 
to  our   manufaclures,    and  therefore   to  be 
confidercd  as   a  raw  material.     The  per- 

miflion 
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mifvion,  therefore,  to  Import  it,  will  be  of 
fer/ice  to  both  countries.  A  different 
opinion  feems  lately  to  be  entertained ; 
the  Proclamation  ifTued  out  at  Chriftmas 
lafk,  not  permitting  its  importation.  One 
confequence  will  probably  follow  ;  that  is, 
as  much  deficiency  or  delay  in  payment  for 
the  manufa(5lures  we  have  already  exported 
to  New-England,  and  an  equal  want  of  fale 
ctf  them  in  future,  as  we  could  barter  for 
iLis^  commodity. 

Theke  hss  been  always  a  difference  in 
ihe  duty  charged  upon  thefe  articles,  ac- 
cording ta  the  quality  of  the  veffels  In 
which  the  fifh  were  caught.  Oil,  and 
whale  fins,  taken  in  fhips  belonging  to 
Great  Britain,  are  imported  duty  free.  If 
takeii  in  fliips  belonging  to  the  Planta- 
tions, oil  pays  thirteen  fhiliitigs  and  two- 
pence one-fifth  per  ton,  whale  fins  two 
pounds 'fifteen  Ihiliings  per  ton.     If  taken 

in 
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ill  foreign  lliipping,  the  duty  amounts  to 
a  prohibition.  Thefe  duties,  which  are 
very  moderate,  may  continue  ;  or  if  it  is 
fuppofed  not  to  be  a  fufficient  difference 
for  the  encouragement  of  our  own  fifhe- 
ries,  fuch  greater  duties  may  be  impofed, 
as  will  ferve  to  quicken  their  labours,  yet 
not  prevent  the  importation  of  American 
oil  ;  or  create  any  material  additional  ex- 
pence  to  our  Manufacturers,  or  to  the  con- 
fumption  of  commodities  neceiTary  to  us. 

An  idea  has  been  fuggefted,  of  fufFenng 
furs  to  be  imported  duty  free,  provided  a 
free  pafTage  was  granted  to  our  Canadian 
fuhje£ls  through  the  American  States. — 
This  is  intended  to  remove  any  difad van- 
tage which  this  country  may  derive  from 
the  boundary  line  cutting  off  the  country 
of  the  IlHnois  from  Canada.  At  prefent, 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  have  fo  great 
a  proportion  of  this  trade,  and  the  Ame- 
ricans, 
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iicaiis,  by  their  fituation,  poflcfung  alio  a 
great  part,  what  remains  will  not  be  of 
any  great  coiifequence.  Jt  will  be  of  e^- 
pence  to  the  Revenue,  as  furs  pay  a  duty 
on  importation.  Beaver,  on  account  of 
our  manufuflure  of  hats,  f)ays  only  icr,, 
.i-20th  each  ildn« 

■  The  motive  for  this  propofil  is  to  en- 
courage  the  fur  trade  in  Canada.  But  it 
would  be  alfo  making  the  United  State-s 
powerful  rivals  in  it.  Bei:des,  the  good 
effects  of  Colonization  in  North  America 
are  now  lofb  to  us,  and  it  will  be  much 
more  profitable  to  avail  ourfeiveSk  of  the  ad- 
Tantap-es,  which  we  may  obtain  by  means 
of  our  former  Colonies, (who  will  increaie 
in  population  fafter  than  we  can  increafc  in 
siurnufaCturcsto  fiipply  them)  than  be  at  any 
rrreat  expence  in  improving  our  remaining 
Plantations  on  th.at  continent.  It  is  im- 
poifible  to  form  any  judgment  of  the  fu- 
ture 
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ture  inhabitants  of  the  extenfive  internal 
country  of  North  America  ;  or  whether 
there  may  not  be  many  independent  fove- 
reignties.  We  have  but  one  part  to  a6t. 
To  keep  on  good  terms,  and  to  trade,  if  we 
can,  with  the  whole  country.  Every  other 
encouragement  to  Canada,  than  that  which 
will  produce  an  adequate  immediate  be- 
nefit, will  be,  in  the  prefent  circumflances 
of  North  America,  only  forwarding  a  fo- 
vereign  cflablifhment  there. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay,  what  may  be  the 
effed  of  taking  away  the  bounty  on  naval 
ilores.  Some  fay,  that  the  quality  of  Ame- 
rican tar  and  pitch  is  not  equal  to  thofe 
of  the  Baltic  ;  that  there  is  a  heat  in  the 
former,  which  does  not  agree  with  the 
manu future  of  cordage  fo  well  as  the 
Baltic  tar ;  which  is  alfo  clearer,  though 
the  American  is  equally  good  for  other 
purpofes.      This  account   may,  however, 

G  proceed 
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proceed  from  iiiterefted  perfons,  in  the 
hope  of  purchafing  them  on  low  terms ; 
it  having  been  frequently  the  pradice  with 

4 

refped  to  Carolina  indigo,  which  was 
bought  cheap  as  fuch,  and  then  fold  for 
French.  The  Legiflature,  in  order  to 
give  encouragement  to  the  improvement 
of  tar,  granted  a  bounty  of  ten  fliillings 
each  barrel,  under  the  denomination  of 
green  tar,  defcribing  the  quality  which  it 
was  neceliary  to  have.  Whether  it  w^as 
owing  to  want  of  care,  or  the  difficulty 
of  making  it,  very  little  was  fent  from 
America  entitled  to  this  bounty.  Com- 
mon tar  received  a  bounty,  after  dedu6l- 
ing  the  duty  which  was  paid  on  impor- 
tation, of  4s.  pd.  each  barrel.  Pitch,  de- 
du6ling  the  duty,  5n  the  fame  manner, 
about  pd.  the  hundred  weight  ;  and  the 
duty  upon  turpentine  exceeding  the  bounty, 
there  was  a£lually  paid  about  8  d.  the 
Jiundred  weight ;     mafls   and  bow-fprits 

were 
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were  fubje£t  to  no  duty,  and  received  a 
bounty  of  20s.  the  ton  ;  all  paid  in  Navy 
Bills,  which  generally  bear  a  heavy  dif- 
coiint.  The  price  of  tar  in  general  was 
from  7s.  to  9s.  the  barrel  ;  fometimes  it 
was  as  low  as  6  s.  whilll  at  the  fame 
market,  Baltic  tar  fold  from  iis.  to  12s. 
Pitch  commonly  brought  5s.  the  hundred; 
and  turpentine  was  very  variable  in  price. 
,  The  bounty  (except  turpentine,  upon  which 
a  duty  was  paid)  generally  paid  the  freight, 
w^iich  was  a  great  encouragement  ;  yet 
naval  ftores  were  ahvays  an  unprofitable 
remittance.  By  thefe  bounties  ceafing, 
the  Revenue  will  be  benefited,  but  the 
price  paid  by  the  confumers  mufl  increafe, 
and  our  Shipping  and  cordage  may  alfo 
be  afFe£led  by  it.  The  duties,  therefore, 
at  leaft,  fhould  he  taken  off.  The  prices 
of  the  Baltic  tar  and  pitch  will  rife  in 
proportion  ;    for  wherever  the  demand   is 

G  2  increafed, 
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increafed,     the  price   of  courfe    incrcafe^ 
with  it. 

If  the  fame  duties  are  charged  upon 
American  naval  ftores,  as  upon  thofe  of 
the  Baltic,  the  former  mufi:  give  up  the 
trade,  as  they  will  never  be  able  to  enter 
into  competition  with  them.  Their  dif- 
tance,  and  the  extraordinary  expences 
they  mufI:  be  at,  forbid  it.  The  fame 
reafon  may  be  applied  to  mails,  which 
now  receive  a  bounty  of  twenty  Ihilllngs 
the  ton  ;  it  is  that  bounty  which  can  alone 
fupport  them  againft  thofe  of  the  Baltic  ; 
where,  by  longer  pradice,  they  render 
them  qf  much  better  quality. 

The  noble  Author  of  the  Obfervations 
is  of  opinion,  that  the  Territory  of  Penob- 
fcot  in  New-England,  fupplies  the  only 
good  mafts  in  North  America.  But  although 
the  mads  there  are  excellent,  and  it   ha 

hitherto 
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hitherto  produced  the  chief  fupply,  he  is 
by  far  too  confined  in  this  aflertion,  that 
it  is  the  only  country  where  good  mafts 
are  to  be  procured;  as  they  may  be 
now  had  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  time  they  will  be  more  im- 
proved in  the  making  them.  The  Cy- 
prefs  tree  will  afford  rnofl  excellent  mafls. 
IMoft  probably  he  means,  that  Penobfcot 
is  the  only  good  place  to  procure  them  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  referring  particu- 
larly to  Nova-Scotia. 

The  duties  upon  hemp,  pig  and 

bar  iron,  and  aflies,  may  be  placed  upon 
the  fame  ground  as  thofe  of  the  Baltic.  If 
tlie  charging  them  at  lefs,  creates  any 
rifque  of  unpleafant  difputes  with  Ruflia, 
there  is  no  advantage  to  be  obtained  in  this 
country  by  it,  adequate  to  the  confequence. 
The  American  hemp,  though  of  an  ex- 
cellent ftaple,  is  not  well  cleaned,  and 
therefore  not  fo  proper  for  ufe  ^as  Ruffian. 

G   3  It 
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It  Ibotherwlfe,  in  many  refpeCis,,  fuperiour 
in  quality ;  and  when  the  fault  of  negli- 
gence in  dreffing  it  is  remedied,  it  will  be 
equal  in  quality  to  the  beil:  Ancona  Hemp. 
It  has  one  advantage  even  now ;  the 
maiden  hemp,  as   it  is   called,  not  being 

taken  out  of  it  when  exported.  The  Ruf- 
fians are  in  this  practice,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  it  for  their  own  ufe.  One  principle,  in- 
deed, pleads  flrongly  for  hemp  and  iron  not 
paying  duty;  which  is,  their  being  a  raw- 
material.  For  to  tax  raw  materials,  is  to  tax 
the  manu failures  which  are  produced  by  the 
labour  of  our  own  people.  But,  fo  great  is 
the  difficulty  of  finding  other  ways  and 
means,  to  fupply  the  place  of  thefe  duties  in 
our  impaired  revenue,  that  the  very  attempt 
terrifies  us,  and  prevents  our  attention 
to  thefe  capital  branches  of  our  manu- 
fadures.  We  fhould  vet  take  care, 
that  we  are  not  preferving  a  fmaller,  at 
the  hazard  o^  lofing  a  greater  obje£l:.  In 
their  prefent  fcate  of  importation,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  there  is  not  fufficient  reafon  for 
making  any  difference  in  the  duty,  iinlefs 
it  might  prove  the  means  of  preventing 
the  Americans  from  maniifadluring  their 
iron. 

The  free  importation  of  lumber  and 
(laves  has  been  of  fervice  ;  for  as  the  qua- 
lity of  what  has  been  generally  imported 
here  (except  white  oak  fl:aves,  which  are 
very  good)  is  inferiour  to  that  of  the  North 
of  Europe,  they  are  purchafed  on  lower 
terms  for  cheaper  purpofcs,  and  will  not 
in  fact  bear  a  duty.  The  Americans  have 
wood  tit  for  all  purpofes.  The  Cedar  and 
Cyprefs  In  particular,  are  very  fine.  They 
will  probably  come  into  very  general  ufe 
amongft  themfelvcs.  But  we  have  not 
given  any  encouragement  for  their  impor- 
tation. 

Deer  Ikins  are  of  great  ufe  to  our  ma- 
nufadures,  and  do  not  fuffer  by  the  duty 
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which  they  are  charged  with.  No  alte- 
ration is  neceffary  in  the  articles  of  cho- 
colate, fpermaceti  candles,  or  other  fimi- 
lar  articles,  where  an  interference  with 
our  own  manufadures  occafioned  hi^h 
duties  to  be  impofed. 

Mahogany,  walnut,  lignum  vit^e,  or 
^  any  wood  ufed  in  the  cabinet,  joiners,  or 

block-makers  trades,  though  not  of  the 
produce  of  the  United  States,  yet  their 
conveyance  through  that  channel  having 
hitherto  proved  ufeful,  their  importation 
from  America  ought  of  courfe  to  be  fliil 
continued  upon  the  fame  terms  as  for- 
merly. 


^^i,')r/^0ach,  To   Dye  woods,  every  attention  fhould 

be     paid    for    facilitating    their    importa- 
tion, as  they  are  of  the  greateft   confe- 
quence  to  our  manufatflures.     Thefe  arc, 
/  Logwood,  Fuftick,  Nicaragua  wood,  Bra- 

ziletto, 
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ziletto,  and  other  kinds  of  materials  for 
the  dyers  ufe.  Indigo  comes  under  thi-s  J'}icIl  i ^ 
clafs ;  but  in  order  to  encourage  the  making 
this  country  an  entrepot  for  American 
commodities,  the  duty  oil  export  (liould 
be  taken  off.  Logwood  is  now  in  a  more 
precarious  ftate  of  being  procured  than 
ever.  And  Furtick,  by  the  lofs  of  To- 
bago, where  great  quantities  of  fnie  wood 
were  cut,  will  be  more  fcarce. 

Wheat  and  flour,  will  of  courfe   be  ')'y^/2jUiC 
fubjed  to  our  corn  laws,   the  importation 
depending  on  the  necefiity  we  may  have 
for  them. 

Flax  feed  is  an  article  of  importance  to   J^lM-lCJ^-^ 
Ireland,  the  want  of  which,   fubjecls  that 
country  to  great  difficulty. 

The    articles   of  Commerce    exported 
from  America,   have  been  generally,   and 

thofe 
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thofe  which  relate  to    this  country,  parti- 
cularly mentioned,  except    the  two  great 

^(H)  iCi  0  ^^^^^^  of  tobacco  and  rice.  Thefe,  from 
the  proportionate  fmall  confumption  in 
this  country  to  the  growth,  have  the  prin- 
cipal reference  to  the  policy  oi  making 
Great  Britain  an  entrepot  for  them,  as 
well  as  any  other  commodities,  which^ 
though  of  lefs  confequence,  come  under 
that  defcriptlon.  The  adopting  of  this 
principle  is  necellary  for  the  prefervation 
of  this  part  of  the  American  Trade,  and 
It  will  probably  do  more  :  It  will  make  j 
Great  Britain  the  centre  of  American 
Commerce  in  Europe.  France  has  taken 
the  lead :  She  has  declared  four  of  her 
ports,  Free  Ports,  for  the  reception  of 
American  goods.  If  we  a£l  as  wifely,  we 
need  not  defpair  of  prevailing  over  her. 
But  our  Cuflom-houfe  fyftem  is  now  fo 
clogged,  that  it  operates  almoft  as  a  pro- 
hibition.    The   port  charges  upon  their 

fliips 


intsil)tt 


(     93     ) 

jfliips  are  very  confiderable,  being  charge<i 
as  foreigners,  and  fubje£l  to  the  payment 
of  double  lights,  though  their  cafes  are 
in  many  refpe*5ls  different,  even  conlidering 
America  as  a   foreign  nation.     For,    the  ^ 

payment  of  double  lights  by  foreign  (hips,  i.^tc*^ -v^y /<-'"*. 
was  owing  to  the  Dutch  formerly  doubling 
that  charge  ;  in  which  they  were  followed 
by  the  Powers  in  the  Baltic  ;  and  the  ex- 
ample thus  given,  was  copied  by  us  as  a 
matter  in  courfe.  The  Americans  feel 
this  charge  the  more,  as  they  were  for- 
merly not  fubject  to  it ;  and  as  they  have 
few  charges  of  this  kind  in  their  own 
country. 

Among  the  different  American  commo- 
dities  for  which  this  country  may  be  made 
an  entrepot,  tobacco  is  the  moft  capital 
article  ;  and  the  relation  of  the  circum- 
flances  attending  it,  will  ferve  for  other 
goods  in   fimilar  cafes.      A  Proclamation 

has 
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lias  Indeed  been  lately  ifliied,  which  gives^ 
liberty  to  the  Merchants  to  land  tobacco 
without  a  depofit  ;  but  as  the  former  in- 
conveniencles  v/ere  not  perhaps  fufiici- 
ently  known,  and  as  even  the  repetition 
of  an  affair  of  this  confequence  is  par- 
donable, if  it  will  enforce  the  reafons  for 
carrying  this  Proclamation  into  perma- 
nency,   the   former   method   may   not  be 

improperly  introduced   at   this  time. ■ 

When  tobacco  was  landed  in  England, 
a  depofit  was  required  of  4 1,  per  hogf- 
bead,  to  be  drawn  back  when  it  was  ex- 
ported. In  London,  the  v/arehoufes  al- 
lotted for  its  reception  by  the  Cuflom- 
houfe,lieat  a  great  diftancc  from  the  quays; 
and  upon  thefe  it  is  not  fulFered  to  re- 
main, though  landed  on  one  day  and  to 
be  iliipped  the  next,  even  with  a  watch 
upon  it.  The  expence  of  landing,  cra- 
nage, wharfage,  porterage,  cartage,  ware- 
houfe-rent,    and    a      numerous    train    of 

Cuflom- 
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Cuftom-hoLife  and  other  charges  (upon 
the  whole  of  which,  though  the  duty  was 
to  be  received  back,  the  Merchant  charged 
his  commiflion)  amounting  to  a  hu-ge 
fiim,  was,  with  the  duty,  generally  drawn 
upon  the  foreign  port  to  which  the  tobacco 
was  to  be  fent,  which  made  a  very  large 
advance  of  money.  In  three  or  four 
months  the  Merchant  received  back  the 
duty  he  dcpoiited,  which,  after  dedu«£ling 
the  charges,  he  remitted  to  the  perfoii 
abroad.  Thus,  a  medium  cargo  of  to- 
bacco was  charged  with  an  advance  of 
about  2000I.,  almoil:  its  firft  coft,  for  fe- 
veral  months  ;  a  great  part  of  which  was 
funk  in  unneceffary  charges,  commifiion, 
interejQ:  of  money,  and  Lofs  by  re-exchange. 

The  remedy  fqr  thefe  inconveniencies 
is  found  to  be  very  cafy.  Upon  the  ar- 
rival of  any  cargoes  of  tobacco,  rice,  or 
any  goods  not  ufually,   or  only  partially, 

con  fumed 
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Gon fumed  in  this  country,   they  fhould  be 
fuffered  to    be  landed,    under   bond,  free 
of  duty,  and  put  into  a  warelioufe  under 
the  Jocks  of  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  and  the   locks  of  the  INIerchants, 
generally  called  the  King's  Warehoufe,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  is  pra6lifed  in  the  imr 
portation  of  coffee  and  rums.     This  me- 
thod is  fafe,  and  without  difficulty.     The 
duty  is  paid  when  the  goods  are  taken  out 
for  home  confumption,   or  the  bonds  dif- 
charged  when  exported.     This  wilt  make 
cur  ports  ( fo  far  as  refpeds   an   entrepot 
for  goods  imported   from  America)  in  a 
manner  free    ports.     The  fmall   expence 
incurred   upon  their  goods,    and   the  ex- 
peditious difpatch  of  their  velfels,  advan- 
tages always  to  be  met  with  in  free  ports, 
are  great  temptations  to  Merchants.     In- 
dulgencies  as  limilar  as  the  nature  of  our 
Cufiom-houfe  will  admit,  fhould  be  granted. 


To 
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To  guard  againft  the  obje6lio!is  wlilcla 
maybe  made  by  the  Cuiloni-houfe,  to. the 
admlflion  of  American  goods,  duty  free, 
for  export,  (as  an  encouragement  to  them 
to  make  this  country  an  entrepot)  fome 
remarks  upon  the  prefent  conftruclion  of 
our  Trade  Laws  are  necefiary.  Formerly, 
the  fpirit  of  thofe  Laws  was  the  governing 
principle  of  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms. 
Lately,  they  hav^e  too' great  an  aptitude 
to  be  governed  by  the  Letter.  The  Excife, 
having  no  other  object  in  view  than  the 

mere  collection  of  internal  duties,  has  a 
plain,  confined  fyftem  to  follow,  from 
which  there  can  be  little  or  no  deviation. 
The  Cuftom-houfe,  on  the  contrary, 
having  the  wdiole  Commerce  of  the  Em- 
pire under  its  management,  and  the  Trade 
Laws  not  being  fufficiently  explicit  (from 
the  impoffibility  of  conforming  them  to 
the  variety  of  clrcumftances  which  at- 
tend our  foreign  trade)    their  appHcation 

mufl 
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mud  be  left  to  the  wlfdom  of  thofe  who 
prefide  over  it,  and  whofe  confiru^lion  of 
thofe  laws  ouo.'ht  alwavs  to  be  of  the  mofl 
liberal  kind.  For  fome  years  pafl:,  this  has 
not  been  fufficiently  attended  to.  The  de- 
lign  is  to  prevent  fmiiggling,  but  unfor- 
tunately it  is  conceived,  that  the  more  trade 
in  general  is  confined,  the  better  the  ob- 
je6t  will  be  attained.  The  confequence 
is,  that  the  Merchants  are  loaded  with 
new  regulations,  increaling  the  difficulties 
of  the  honeft  trader,  already  fuftering  from 
the  inroads  made  upon  his  trade  by  the 
fmu £^g-ler :  And  whilfl:  the  defrauder  of  the 
Revenue,  notwithftanding  all  the  precau- 
tions that  aretaken,  imports  vaft  quantities 
ofroods  without  entries,  the  mofl:  diligent 
watch  is  kept  over  thofe  at  the  Cuflom- 
houf:;,  in  the  common  mode  of  bun nefs ; 
and  goods  paying  no  duty,  run  the  rifque 
of  confifcation,  if  there  is  the  fmallefl:  mif- 
take  made  in  the  entry.  Men  of  efta- 
bliilied  characler  in    trade,   and  there  are 

none 
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none  who  bear  a  higher  reputation  for 
probity  than  the  Britifli  Merchants,  ought 
not  to  be  thus  lumped  in  one  general 
mafs  of  fufpe^led  perfons.  It  implies, 
that  all  traders  are  objects  of  fufpicion — 
This  is  bad  policy.  If  a  man  is  honeft, 
it  will  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  his  at- 
tempts to  difcovcr  any  pra(Etice  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  Revenue  ;  and  if  he  is  inclined 
to  roguery,  he  will  turn  fmuggler  himfelf. 

Another  remedy  is  wanted  to  be  ap- 
plied in  the  Cuftoms,  w^hich  relates  more 
particularly  to  the  trader,  and  would  af- 
ford very  grfeat  fatis faction  to  him  ;  would 
be  the  means  of  faving  much  time  and 
trouble,  and  render  the  prefent  complex 
and  almoft  incomprehenfible  practice  of  the 
Cuftoms  fimple,  and  eafy  to  be  under- 
flood.  If  fuch  a  corredlon  was  carried 
into  execution,  it  is  probable  that  the  Re- 
venue woidd  be  benefited  by  it.  At  pre- 
fent, the  various  branches  of  the  Cuftom'? 
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being  obliged  to  be  calculated,  with  their 
difcouiits,  111  all  entries  of  goods,  they  re- 
quire a  great  deal  of  time,  and  are  only 
known  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Cuflom-houfe. 
The  Merchant  is  not  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  them,  and  takes  them  very  unfatif- 
fadorily  upon  trufl:.     The  firft  flep  in  fet- 
ting  about  the  corre£lion  of  this  grievance, 
Ihould  be,    to  dire<B:  the  Cuftom-houfe  to 
draw  out  an  account  of  all  goods  which  pay 
duty,  imported  into,  and  exported  from  the 
kingdom,  for  a  certain  term  of  years  before 
the  war,  in  order  to  form  the  average  of 
the  actual  confumption.    A  communication 
with  menof  buliriefs,  in  the  different  trades 
of  which  each  article  is  a  part,  will  ftill  be 
the  means  of  further  knowledge.    Whea 
thefe   accounts  are  obtained,  and  a  know- 
ledge of  the  a6lual  confumption  procured, 
with    the    ciicumftances    attending    each 
foecies  of  goods,  they  fliould  be  valued  ac- 
cording to  their  prices,  and  the  duty  added 
to,  or  taken  from  them,  as  thencceffity  of 

the 


t     toi     ) 

the  cafe  required.  The  value  of  goods,  finc^' 
they  were  Evft  rated,  has  very  confidcr- 
ably  altered.  Some  goods  are  charged' 
with  too  heavy  a  duty  in  proportion  to 
their  value  ;  others  do  not  pay  enough. 
By  this  means  the  duties  in  general  will 
be  more  equally  proportioned  to  the 
goods  upon  which  they  are  charged.  The 
duties  on  goods  fhould  alfo  ht  a  fmgle 
fpecific  charge,  without  fraction,  and  the 
whole  of  the  duties  be  reduced  to  a  fund, 
coniifting  of  one  branch  only.  Some  ad- 
vantage to  the  Revenue  will  be  made  by 
the  fractions.  At  the  fame  time,  the  fy- 
flcm  of  drawbacks  fhould  undergo  a  revi- 
fion,  in  order  to  afford  as  much  encou- 
ragement as  poffiblc  to  make  this  country 
an  entrepot.  To  carry  this  corre6lion  into 
Hill  more  advantageous  execution,  the 
high  dutieSj  which  the  Merchant  is  now 
obliged  to  pay  before  his  goods  are  landed, 
and  which  occafions  a  confiderable  ad- 
ditional capital  to  the  cof},  {hould  be 
H  2  paid 
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paid  to  the  Exclfe ;  and  (o  far  as  relates 
to  the  connexion  with  the  Cufloms  in 
the  entry,  might  be  tranfaded  in  the 
fame  manner  as  coffee,  rum,  and  fuch 
articles.  The  former  prejudices  againfl 
the  Excife,  muf!:  be  removed  by  tlie  ftricl 
and  fevere  execution  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Cufloms.  It  gives  no  alarm  to  the  honefl 
trader  ;    the  roguifh  one  makes  the  noife. 

All  high  duties  are  beft  colle(51:ed  by  the 
Excife ;  becaufe  they  are  then  not  paid  by 
the  Merchant  till  his  goods  are  fold  to 
the  Confumer,  and  he  is  by  that  means- 
eafed  of  the  burthen  of  making  a  large 
and  unaeceflary  advance  of  money.  Such, 
or  fome  other  effectual  means,  are  indlf- 
penfibly  requifite  to  be  put  in  pradice,  or 
the  Revenue  will  fl:ill  fuffer  further  de- 
creafe,  and  our  Commerce  be  more  and 
more  impaired. 

With  thefe  very  fimple  regulations,  Eng- 
land might  bemade  an  entrepot  for  American 

com- 
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commodities.  The  principal  articles  are  to- 
bacco and  rice :  About  one  hundred  thoufand 
hogfheadsof  the  former  have  been  annually 
imported  into  this  kingdom,  of  which 
about  twelve  or  thirteen  thoufand  have 
been  left  for  confumption  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  the  rcfl:  was  exported  to  diffe- 
rent parts  of  Europe.  About  fixty  thou- 
fand barrels  of  rice  were  formerly  im- 
ported ;  the  chief  part  of  which  was 
afterwards  fent  to  Holland  and  Germany, 
the  confumption  in  England  being  very 
fmall.  Seventy  thoufuul  tons  of  (hip- 
ping, almoft  wholly  belonging  to  Great 
Britain,  were  then  employed  in  bring- 
ing thefe  articles  alone  to  market  in  this 
country.  The  fame  trade,  the  fame  em- 
ployment for  fhipping,  and  owned  by 
Britiih  Merchants,  may  yet  be  continued 
to  us.  Even  the  '  fupply  of  France  we 
have   a  very  great   chance  of  pofielfuig  ; 
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the  Farmers  General  having  ah-eady  he- 
gun-  to  make  confiderahle  purchaies  in  this 
country. 

It    is   poflible  that  the  Portuguefe  may 
import  rice  as   formerly.     Their   attempt 
to   introduce   Brazil,   inflead  of  Carolina 
rice,  which  the  noble  Author  has  dwelt 
much  upon,   is  not  the  firfl:  which   they 
have   made  without  fuccefs.       Whatever 
may   be   the  event,    their    prohibition   of 
Carolina  rice  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  us. 
Perhaps   the  contrary  ;   as  any  deficiency 
in  the  fale  of  Carolina  rice,  may  prove,  from 
the.  want  of  fufficient  means,    an    equal 
deficiency  in  the  fale  of  Britifh  manuflic- 
tures.     It  was  from  neceility  that  the  Por- 
tuguefe   procured  any  other   fort.      The 
Dutch  have  done  the  fame  ;  but  both  pre- 
fer Carolina  rice.     The  in  fiance  given   by 
the  noble  Author,  of  a  (hip  arrived  at  Lif- 
bon  from  South  Carolina,   which   would 

have 
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have  come  to  a  better  market  ia  England, 
proves  nothing,  becaufe  the  price  both 
here  and  in  Holland  happened  then  to  be 
cnormoufly  high.  The  returns  in  goods, 
fhould  the  Portuguefe  admit  rice,  will  be 
chiefly  in  wine.  But  this  exportation  o£ 
rice  direilly  from  South  Carolina,  to  the 
Southward  of  Cape  Finiflerre,  was  per- 
mitted by  A£t  of  Parliament,  and  is  one  of 
thofe  inftances  in  which  the  Act  of  Navi- 
gation was  obliged  to  be  relaxed.  The 
difappointraent  of  a  private  individual,  was 
the  caufe  of  rice  being  made  ar^  enume- 
rated article,  to  be  brought  to  Great  Britain 
only.  He  was  a  Merchant  of  great  in- 
fluence in  this  country,  and  annually  fent 
ihips  to  Carolina,  at  a  time,  when  the  ex- 
port of  that  commodity  was  very  trifling. 
A  Colonift  having  built  a  veflel,  tranf- 
ported  in  it  part  of  the  produce,  deftined 
for  them,  before  their  arrival.  This  difap- 
pointment  proved   the  immediate  occafion 
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of  rice  being  enumerated,  which  conti-r 
nued,  till  the  prohibition  became  manifeflly 
injurious  ;  and  then  permiffion  was  granted 
to  export  it  to  the  Southward  of  Cape 
Finillerre,  as  formerly ;  firfl:,  in  Britiili 
fliips  only,  and  afterwards  extended  more 
generally.  A  valuable  trade  muft  other- 
wife  have  been  loft  to  this  country. 

The  Germans  and  Dutch  will  continue 
their  purchafes  in  Great  Britain.  For 
'England  maybe  confidered  as  a  great  Inn, 
on  the  road  from  America  to  the  Northern 
parts  of  Europe,  where  the  Americans 
may  repofe  themfelves,  till  they  procure 
knowledge  of  the  heft  market  to  fend 
their  goods.  Formerly,  rice  was  landed, 
fliifted,  and  put  in  order  for  a  market,  in 
the  Southern  ports  of  this  kingdom,  chiefs 
ly  at  Cowes^  P'^yi^^g  ^^  duty  of  8d.  th^ 
hundred  weight.  Tobacco  was  fufFered  to 
remain  in  the  (hips  that  brought  it,  which 
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were  confidered  as  warehoufes,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  payment  of  the  duties,  until 
the  Merchant  had  a  demand  for  fale  ;  when 
he  landed  the  quantity  he  wanted,  paying 
duty  for  one  part,  and  giving  bond  for 
the  remainder,  which  he  took  out  of  the 
fhip  ;  the  firft  for  liome  confumption,  the 
other  for  exportation  ;  and  when  the  laft 
was  again  (lilpped,  and  the  debenture  paflcd 
in  the  common  forms,  the  bonds  which 
had  been  given,  were  of  coiirfe  difcharged. 
As  fliips  were  formerly  confidered  as  ware- 
houfes, the  fcene  is  only  to  be  changed  to 
warehoufes  on  fliore,  and  the  prefent  me* 
thod,  in  every  other  rcfpcifl,  and  which  Is  a 
yery  fimple  one,    continued  in  ufe. 

It  will  be  proper  to  take  into  confidcra- 
tlon,  the  ftate  of  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia, 
previous  to  that  of  the  Weft  India  trade ; 
for  we  have  been  given  the  flrongeft  aflbr- 
ances,  in  the  Obfervatlons  to  which  refe- 
rence 
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reiice  has  been  fo  often  made,  of  the  fuf- 
ficiency  of  thofe  tv/o  Colonies  to  fupply  all 
the  lumber,  live  cattle,  and  provillons, 
which  our  Weft  India  Iilands  formerly  re- 
'^eived  from  the  American  States.  If  we 
will  truft  to  Nature,  fhe  has  declared  very 
Urcngly  againft  thefe  affertions,  by  fliut- 
ting  up  their  ports  fix  m^onths  in  the  year  ; 
Slid  what  muft  particularly  ftrike  our  at- 
fention,  whicly  has  been  direded  to  the 
advantages  that  the  Weil  India  Iilands  are 
to  receive  from  thence,  is,  that  the  hurricane 
months  occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in 
which  the  Navigation  is  open.  Independent- 
ly of  this  fevere  tax,  it  is  further  to  be  ob- 
lerved,  that  neither  the  Canadians,  No- 
va-Scotians,-  or  any  other  people  lituated 
at  3000  miles  diftance  from  the  feat  of 
their  Government,  (even  ours,  excellent  as 
that  might  be  made,  not  excepted)  have  the 
fame  powers  of  applying  their  natural  advan- 
tages,   as  thofe  immediately  under  a  Go- 
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vernment  of  their  own.  How  much  worfe 
then  muft  be  their  fituation  (as  in  the  prefent 
cafe)  when  an  induftrious  rival  neighbour, 
with  fo  many  fuperiour  advantages,  lives  at 
their  very  doors.  This  fuperiority  is  not 
to  be  overcome,  until  the  country  which 
attempts  it  has  a  good  Government,  be- 
comes equally  well  peopled,  and  has  fuf- 
ficient  capitals  to  carry  on  their  trade.  It  is 
of  little  confequence  to  fay,  there  is  lumber 
enough  in  Canada  for  all  our  purpofes, 
and  that  it  may  be  rendered  of  ufe  ;  whilfl 
that  Colony  has  not,  what  all  Colonies 
fnuft  have  to  make  them  ufeful,  a  fuffici- 
ent  number  of  people  to  cut  down  that 
lumber,  and  a  good  Navigation  to  carry  it 
off.  We  cannot  doubt  the  Southern  parts 
of  Canada  being  a  good  country ;  but  the 
advantages  are  all  internal,  and  can  never 
be  made  ufe  of  for  the  purpofes  of  Com- 
merce, till  the  country  on  the  Ohio,  and  In 
the  Illinois,  is  fettled.      And  when  that  is 
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cne,  who  is  to  reap  the  benefit  of  it  ? 
Not  this  country^  for  the  paflage  cannot 
be  by  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

The  length  of  the  winter  in  the  fettled 
part  of  Canada,  deftroys  all  the  efFe£ls 
which  the  labour  of  the  fummer  produces  ; 
fo  far  as  refpe6ls  the  carrying  on  any  con- 
fiderable  Commerce.  During  the  war,  the 
quiet  (he  enjoyed  threw  the  Indian  trade 
into  her  hands,  which  the  fuperiour  ad- 
vantages of  the  American  States  will  now 
deprive  her  of.  Canada  has  produced  un- 
doubtedly a  great  quantity  of  wheat.  But 
the  Americans  were  the  chief  purchafers 
of  it.  When  grain  was  fcarce  in  Europe, 
before  the  late  war,  an  unufiial  demand 
was  made  upon  America,  and  the  Mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  who  were  great 
fpecuktors  in  that  article,  fent  Agents  to 
Canada  for  the  purchafe  of  corn,  which 
they     difpatched    (liips     for,     and     con- 
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figned  to  their  Correfpondents  la  Europe. 
But  tjiough  the  produce  was  confiderable 
for  this  Colony,  it  bore  a  very  fmall  pro- 
portion to  that  of  the  Middle  States  :  Nor 
will  even  the  quantity  (lie  is  able  to  pro- 
duce, be  of  fervice  to  the  Weft  India 
Iflands,  as  they  require  chiefly  flour;  and 
there  are  not  mills  in  the  Province,  that 
can  be  turned  to  the  purpofe  of  making 
quantities  worth  exportation.  The  New- 
foundland fifhery  will  take  off  fome  bread; 
but  beiides  the  want  of  mills,  Canada  has 
the  difadvantage  of  contending  with  the  in- 
convenience, which  the  fifliery  fuffcrs  from 
the  delay  of  fending  veflels  to  fetch  it. 

But,  with  all  the  benefits  to  be  expelled 
from  Canada,  n-o  laftiiig  dependence  can 
be  placed  upon  it.  The  inhabitants  are  in 
a  difcontentcd  ftate,  and  not  at  all  averfe 
to  throw  off  our  Government.  They  have 
been  kept  in  order  merely   by   the  ftrong 

hand 
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hand  of  military  power,  which,  whdil- 
ever  it  is  employed  in  Colonies  at  a  diftance, 
and  more  efpecially  if  they  are  of  a  diffe- 
rent nation,  mufl  have  fome  powerful  ac- 
ceflbry  helps,  to  make  the  inhabitants 
contented  and  peaceable  under  it.  Such 
are  thofe  which  the  French  Wefl  India 
Iflands  enjoy,  where  the  riches  they  accu- 
mulate from  their  produce,  joined  to  the 
impreffion  they  have  of  their  Government 
at  home,  keep  them  tolerably  eafy  and 
quiet.  We  are  not  to  infer  from  thence, 
that  the  French  Government  is  improperly 
fevere ;  but  it  is  a  military  one  ;  a  confli- 
tution  agreeing  very  ill  with  a  Commercial 
State. 

Great  expedations  are  formed  alfo  by 
the  noble  Author  from  Nova-Scotia.  That 
this  Province  has  a  profpe£l  of  being  im- 
proved, is  without  doubt,  and  fo  will  every 
country   which   receives   an     acceffion   of 

people, 
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people,  if  the  fubfequent  meafures  are 
prudently  taken.  The  number  fettled  and 
fettling  there,  are  very  confiderable,  and 
there  probably  will  be  a  tolerable  lumber 
trade  in  time,  if  the  inhabitants  are  frugal 
and  induflrious  ;  but  it  muft  be  a  work  of 
time.  And,  though  the  noble  Author  of 
the  Obfcrvations  has  coloured  too  highly 
the  remark  which  he  has  made  upon  the 
Territory  of  Penobfcot,  Eafl:  of  Cafco  Bay, 
its  bordering  {o  clofely  upon  Nova-Scotia, 
mufi:  prove  a  great  impediment  to  the  efla- 
bhlhment  of  the  lumber  trade  in  that  Colo- 
ny, He  tells  us,  "  it  is  the  finefr  pare 
**  of  America  for  the  articles  in  queilion, 
*^  (mails  and  lumber*)  a  very  good  nihery, 
*'  fine  harbours,  and  the  beft  rivers  along 
''  that  coaft,  which  abounds  with  lumber 
-'  fit  for  the  Navy,  and  for  private  ufes, 
^'  fufficient  to  fupply  Britain  for  ages/* 
This  does  not  appear  to  agree  with  his  ge- 
neral affertion,  of  the  want. of  lumber  in 

the 
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the  United  States,  and  the  preference 
which,  he  fays,  will  be  given  to  Canada 
and  Nova-Scotia  for  thofe  articles.  The 
latter  opinion  is  haftily  adopted,  without 
a  proper  attention  to  the  fubjeft.  The 
former  perhaps  from  an  indulgence  of  too 
great  zeal  againft  the  late  Peace.  Penob- 
fcot  is,  however,  finely  fituated  for  all  thefe 
purpofes  which  he  mentionj^.  In  thepur- 
chaie  of  neceffaries  for  the  eredcion  of  the 
New  Towns,  and  for  their  own  mainte- 
nance, the  Refugees  have  been  obliged  to 
apply  to  the  people  of  New-England  for 
both  lumber  and  provifions;  returning  for 
thefe  commodities  the  money  which  they 
brought  from  New- York.  This  is  a  bad 
beginning.  They  are,  however,  compelled 
by  the  law  of  neceffity,  and  have  no  other 
remedy  than  fubmiffion  to  it.  The  climate 
is  umch  againfl:  them.  The  evils,  however, 
which  this  produces,  will  be  leflened,   if 

the 
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the  feitlcmenis  increafc.  Their  fiflieries 
in  particular,  have  been  made  the  objed  of 
very  fanguine  hopes.  Nova-Scotia  and 
St.  John's  appear  to  be  well  fituated  for 
that  purpofe  ;  yet,  notwithRanding  the 
numerous  Colonics  which  have  been  fent 
from  hence,  and  fettled  there,  fully  fup- 
plicd  wiih  all  kinds  of  necclTaries,  there 
has  not  been  a  fufficicnt  cultivation  to 
procure  food  for  the  inhabitants,  who 
have  been  continually  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  applying  to  the  other  Colonies, 
for  provifions  for  their  fupport^ 

But  it  is  not  fituation  alone  that  will 
command  a  beneficial  Commerce.  A 
landy  rock  full  of  people,  accuftomed  to 
the  trade  they  carry  on,  and  piirfuing  it 
with  a^livity  and  perfeverance,  may  be- 
come the  feat  of  Commerce.  This  has 
been  realized  in  our  times,  in  the  two 
little  Illands  of  Nantucket  and   Martha  s 

I  Vine- 
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a/*  /  [  L  Vineyard.  In  Nantucket,  which  is  only 
twelve  miles  long  and  three  miles  broad, 
were  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  many  of 
ihcm  rich,  having  a  neat  town  of  five 
hundred  houfes,  one  hundred  and  forty 
fliips,  employing  near  two  thoufand 
feamen,  and  pofTefling  fifteen  thoufand 
fheep,    befides    cattle    and    horfes.       In 

J,/      ,,        ^»-         Martha's  Vineyard,  whicli  is  twenty  miles 
long    and   leven   miles   broad,   were  lour 
/  *  thoufand  inhabitants,  three  towns,  a  large 

flock  of  cattle,  two  hundred  vefTels,  and 
two  thoufand  feamen  ;  each  immenfely 
populous  for  their  fize;  giving  a  full  fanc- 
tion  to  the  opinion  of  their  poffefTing  all 
the  comforts  and  happineis  which  honefi. 
induflry  could  give  them.  Such  enjoy- 
ments produced  the  natural  confequence, 
a  greater  increafe  of  people  than  their 
trade  could  fupport ;  and  obliged  them, 
from  time  to  time,  to  fend  out  little  Co- 
lonies, from"their  own  narrow  but  numer- 
ous  hive.    Their  emigrations  were  chiefly 

to 
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to  the  back  country  of  the  Middle  and 
Southern  States.  Great  numbers  of  them 
are  already  Lttled  there  ;  and  have 
changed  the  bold  and  daring  fpirit  of  the 
Sailor  (exploring  even  the  South  Seas  In 
purfuit  of  Commerce,  to  pay  for  the  ma- 
nufadures  which  they  purCIiafed  from  us), 
io  tiiat  of  the  mild  and  peaceful  Farmer. 
Confiderable  fettlements  have  been  made, 
and  the  country  much  Improved  by  them. 
But  the  noble  Author  has  now  changed, 
not  only  the  dcfliny  of  their  Colonies, 
but  that  of  the  Mother  Country.  He  has 
afTumed  the  wand  of  a  powerful  Genius, 
and  like  the  inchantments  which  we  meet 
with  in  the  Oriental  Tales,  he  has  employ- 
ed fome  infernal  fpirit  to  drive  them  from 
the  habitations  of  their  fathers,  where 
they  have  fo  wonderfully  flourifhed  and 
increafed,  and  planted  them  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  on  bleak  and  inhofpitable  coafts. 

I  ::  It 
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It    Is  indeed  too  much  prerumption  to 
expect  to  make  the  fiflieries  of  Nova-Sco- 
tia, upon  which  the   labour  of  iwo  hun- 
dred years  has  been  already  fpentin  vain, 
fuperiour    to    thofe  of  the   New-England 
States,  whether  with   refpecl  to   this  Na- 
tion, or  to  that*  Colony.      Nor  does  even 
the   noble  Author  feem  to  defire  it,  if  we 
may  judge   from  another  part  of  his  Ob- 
fervations  ;     viz.    "   that  it   fliould   never 
'  be  the  policy  of  England  to  give  a  par- 
'   ticular     encouragement     to     fedentary 
'  filheries,  at  the  didance  of  three   thou- 
'  fand  miles,    as   they  interfere    fo  m.uch 
'   with   tlie    fiflieries  carried  on  from    the 
'  coafls  of  Great    Britain   and    Ireland." 
The  inhabitants  of  New-England  are  at 
home,    with  every  advantage  that  induflry 
and  a  lufficient  proximity  to  their  fifheries 
can    give     them.       Thefe    circumllances, 
put   them  in  a    far   better   fituation   than 
the  European  Nations,   who  ixiake  a  long 

voyage 
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voyage   before   they  arrive  al    the    feat  of 
their  Commerce,   and   vho  mufl  fetch  the 
provifions  their  fifhermcn  confume,    from 
the  American  States,  to  reapthefull  benefit 
of  fiipplying  their  fiflieries  on  the  cheapefl 
terms.     The    importation    of     provifions 
from  America  into   our  fiQieries,    is  of  fo 
much   advantage   to   them,  that  it  is  bad 
policy  to  prohibit  it.      The  prefent   diflPe- 
rence  in   the  cod  of   provifions   delivered 
in   Newfoundland,  is  in  this  proportion  : 
Four  hundred  pounds  from  America,   to 
feven  hundred  pounds  from  England.      So 
manifefl  an   advantage,    determined  fevc- 
ral  Merchants  to  fit  out  fliips  for  the  pur- 
pofe  ;   but  permiffion    not  being  granted, 
and  others  in  the    fame  trade  oppofing  it 
(probably   from   having   made  their  pur« 
chafes  at  home,  or  fome  other  local  advan- 
tages) they  were  obliged  to  give  up  their 
inieniions. 

I  3  I* 
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If  \\c  could  increafe  our  fifiiery,  (o 
much  as  to  cure  a  fufficicPit  flock  of  filh 
for  the  Weft  India  market,  which  has  been 
almoft  wholly  fupplied  by  America,  there 
muft  be  rome  other  means  found  out  to  con- 
vey it,  than  the  circuitous  voyage  which 
the  Newfoundland  fliips  wall  be  obliged  to 
make  to  the  Weft  Indies,  as  they  cannot 
procure  a  freight  to  pay  their  expences 
on  their  return. 

Such  of  thcfe  fliips  as  could  make  early 
voyages,  in  the  manner  that  the  tranfport 
of  fiflifrom  thence  to  the  Weft  Indies  is  now 
carried  on,  by  a  few  vcfTcIs  in  that  trade,  and 
which  bring  back  ruixis  in  return,  would 
produce  proftt  to  their  owners.  But  the 
fullfupplyof  fifti,  fuTicient  for  the  Weft 
India  maiket,  in  all  feafons,  is  to  be 
taken  into  confideration.  The  lofs  of 
time  in  the  Winter,  would  put  the  fliips 
out  of  the  ufual  track  of  their  e.nploy- 
ment;  an  inconvenience  to  Me  chants   for 

which 


(       121       ) 

wlilch  a  compenfaiion  is  not  eafily  to  be 
obtained  :  And  the  want  of  a  freiglit 
home,  would  make  them  lofe  money  by 
their  voyage.  We  are  alfo  to  take  care, 
in  confining  the  confiimption  of  fifli  in  our 
Sugar  Illands  to  the  produce  of  our  own 
fiflierics,  (could  even  that  great  obje61:  be 
carried  into  excuiion)  that  the  Merchants 
concerned  in  thofe  fiflieries  have  the  ca- 
pacity to  fupply  this  confumption,  upon 
equally  cheap  terms  with  other  nations. 
Othervvife,we  are  only  putting  our  hands 
into  the  pocketsof  ourWeftlndiaPlanters, 
to  take  out  money  for  the  payment  of 
bounties  to  the  fiQicries. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  furrender  of 
the  Illinois,  and  the  country  on  the  Ohio, 
has  been  much  cenfurcd,  though  very 
undeiervedly,  as  they  were  of  no  intrinfic 
value  to  us,  had  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia 
been  added  to  them,  in  exchange  for  the 
poiTenion  of   the  Newfoundland  and   La- 

I  4  bradorc 
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bradore  fifhcries,   upon  the   terms  of   the 
Treaty  of  Peace  of   1762,    it  would   have 
proved  of  efTential  fervice    to    us.       We 
fhould    have    had    the    French    alone     to 
contend    with   upon    the  terms    of    that 
Treaty,  and  though  they  carried    on    the 
trade  in   a  more   profitable   manner    than 
the  EngliQi,  yet   there  was   little    interfe- 
rence at  market ;   their  confumplion  being 
chiefly   confined    to    their  own    country; 
whilft   Great  Britain   almofl  wholly  pof- 
feffcd  the  trade  of    Spain,   Portugal,    and 
Italy.      The  French  derived   their  fu peri- 
cur  advantage    from   fending  out    feveral 
fhips  together,  the  crews    ot  which   a(fted 
in  concert ;   and  as  foon  as  a  loading  was 
ready,  in   the  curing  of   which  the  whole 
were    employed,  a  Pnip  was    immicdiately 
difpatched  with  it  ;  by  which  means  many 
of  their  veflels  had  quitted  thofe  feas,   be- 
fore ours  were    much    advanced   in    their 
ladings.       Thefe    advantages    being    now 

greatly 
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greatly  increafed,  we  have  no  oihcr  re* 
fource  than  our  natural  indu^ry,  to  prc- 
ferveour  fiflierles  upon  that  coafl.  jjow 
far  that  will  anfwcr,  vvhen  oppofed  to 
America,  time  alone  can  make  known. 
But  if  the  NeW'England  States  increafe  in 
their  fiQieries  now,  with  the  rapidity  of  the 
few  years  preceding  the  War,  and  the  more 
they  are  confined  by  this  country  in  their 
connexion  with  it,  the  more  will  their 
induRry  be  ftimulated,  all  the  European 
Nations  will  be  obliged  to  give  place,  and 
quit  that  trade. 

It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  a  fubjec^,  of 
which  no  pleafant  pidure  can  be  drawn. 
Till  we  can  force  Nature  to  make  a  free 
and  open  Navigation,  and  to  foften  the 
climate,  we  Qiall  not  derive  advantage  from 
Canada  or  Nova-Scotia,  in  any  degree 
equal  to  the  hopes  that  are  held  out  to  us. 
And   vet  this  cireumflance  is  made  by  the 

noble 
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noble  Author  to  have  dliFerent  eiTecls,   ac- 
cording to  the  fubjecl  which  is  treated  of: 
When   Ruffia  is  to  be  made  the  fubflitutc 
for  America,  in  the  difpofal  of  our  manu- 
factures, the  fluitting  up  of  the  Baltic   by 
lix  months  ice,  is  reprefented   as  preven- 
tive of  her  having  fbips  or  failors    of  her 
®wn  ;   but  when  Canada  and  Nova- Scotia 
are    to    be    made    the   fubflitules    for   the 
States  of  America,  the   fame  interruption 
in  their  Navigation,  and  the  country  being 
fix  months  covered   with  fnow,  does   not 
Iiinder  their  becoming    nurferies  for  fhips 
and  feamen.    This,  however,  it  is,  accord- 
ing to  another  nf  the  noble  Wi  iter's  opi- 
nions, not  political,  was  it  pofTible,  to  fuf- 
ferthem  to  become  ;    for  he  tells  us,  that  it 
is  not  "  the  intered  of  Great  Britain  to  cn~ 
^'^  courage  our  remaining  Colonies  to  build    ^ 
'■'■  [hipping  exceeding  fifiy  or  fixty  tons, "and 
confequenily,  not  to  be  carriers  of  lumber 
and  provifionsloiheWefllndics ;  which  he 

further 
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further    confirms,  by    rejoicing,     tbougli 

upon  the  mod  fallacious  grounds,  that  *'  it 

*'  is  furely  no  fmall  advantage,  which  we 

*'   have   gained  by  the  difmemberment   of 

*'•   theEmpire,  that  we  have  recovered  that 

"  mod  important  branch  of  bufmefs,  fliip- 

"   building."      Suppofing    it    to  be,   as   he 

(latesit,  an  advantage,  it  is  procured  in  the 

manner  many  eRates  arc  gained,  by  going 

to  law  for  tliem  :    Purchafed  at  more  than 

their  worth.     The  oyfler  we   lod   in  the 

contcfl,  and   have    only  the  diell   for  our 

labour. 

But  lo  return  from  this  digreflion.  Not- 
wiihflanding  the  flrong  affurances  of  the 
noble  Author,  of  its  appearing,  as  he  tells 
us,  that  "  without  any  breach  of  the  Na- 
"  vigation  Law,  and  if  the  regulations  of 
"  the  prefcnt  Proclam.ation  fiiould  remain 
"  in  force,  in  lefs  than  twelve  months, 
*'  the  Wed  India  Iflands  will  be  fupplied 

"  with 
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"  with  every  thing  wanted  from  thence, 
"  (the  American  States)  at  as  eafy  a  rate, 
'•  and  in  as  great  plenty  as  before  the 
"  war,"  there  is  every  reafon  to  fear,  that 
thofe  Jflands,  efpecially  the  Wind  ^vard  and 
Leeward  iflands,  will  be  ruined  in  an 
attempt  which  cannot  but  fail  of  its  pur- 
pofe. 

Those    two     remaining    Colonies     are 
not  of  fufficient  confequence  to  induce  us 
lo  make  a  beginning;   if  by  that  is  meant, 
the  being  lavifli  of   the  bounties  which  we 
are  advifed  fo  liberally  to  difpenfe,  and 
the  laying    out  large   fums    of  money    in 
hopes    of     making    tolerable   fettlements. 
Such     a     meafure     can      never    be      for 
productive    purpofes    to     ourfelves  ;     for 
when  it  is  done,    and  the  inhabitants    are 
flrong  enough  to  govern  themfelves,    they 
will  be  no  longer  our  fubjeds  ;   and  as  the 
value  of  the  country  can  never  be  an  in- 
ducement to  us  to  run  into  another  Ame- 
rican 
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rican  war,  If  we  lake  a  civil  leave  of  each 
other,  it  Is  all  that  we  can  cxped. 

It  is  ridiculous  to  talk  of  national 
gratitude.  No  country  will  voluntarily- 
become  fubjcd  to  another,  when  they 
have  (Irength  to  become  their  own  maflers. 
As  foon  as  they  can  protcd  themfclves,  they 
neither  want,  nor  will  receive  any  foreign 
protection.  It  is  our  bufinefs  to  guard 
againll  what  wc  have  fuffered  on  fimllar 
occafions.  It  has  cod  us  immenfe  fums 
of  money  in  making  Colonial  Eflates.  This 
very  Colony  of  Nova-Scotia  has  been  al- 
ready a  heavy  charge  to  the  nation,  and 
lias  never  yet  produced  any  thingof  value; 
although  we  are  now  promifed,  that  (with 
our  help)  it  will  become  the  granary  ot 
the  Weft  Indies.  We  purchaled  the  lands 
of  the  Grenades,  St.  Vincent,  Domi, 
njca,  and  Tobago,  at  double  their  value  :  at 
almoft  the  ruin  of  Scotland,  and  greatly  to 

the 
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the  injury  of  this  kingdom,  in  the  year 
1772.  *  The  recoUeclion  of  thefe  dear 
bought  Colonial  purchafes,  fhould  make 
us  cautious  in  now  laying  out  our  money 
upon  new  adventures  of  the  lluiie  kind. 

These  condderations  prompt  us  the 
more  to  cultivate  a  good  coirefpondence 
with  thofe  antient  Colonies,  now  a  pow- 
erful and  numerous  People,  who  have 
been  good  cu dome rs  for  our  manufad:ures, 
and  who  ilill  continue  to  purchafe  them  of 

us. 

*  The  noble  Writer,  in  his  Obfervations,  has  attributed 
this  calamity  (certainly  throiigh  miiinformation,  the  fad 
being  fufficicntly  known  to  have  no  connexion  with  the 
American  Trade)  to  the  granting  long  credits  to  America. 
But  it  appears  from  the  evidence  of  a  New-England  Mer- 
chant, of  the  firfl:  reputation  and  property,  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1775,  that  "  he  thought  there 
"  were  no  more  failures  in  that  trade  than,  in  any  other; 
*'■  and  that  he  recollected  but  one  houfe  in  it  having  flop- 
*'  pcd  payment." 


( 
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U5.     We  (hall  reap  tlie  advantages,    willi- 
out  the  charge,    of  rupporting  a  Govcrn- 
jrjeiit  over  them.     It  is  a  melancholy  con- 
iideratlon,  to  mention  this  as  an  advantage. 
Bat   it  is  of  little  avail  to   recur  to  the 
paft,  or  to  coniidcr  how  fiir   it   is  (as    wc 
have  been  told)    holding  out   a  premium 
for    Rebellion.     We   fliall  not   at  all  find 
our  advantage,  in  aggrandizing  any  Euro- 
pean Power  in   preference   to  the  renew- 
ing  our  connexion   with  America.     Re- 
fentment  will  not  pay  our  National  Debt, 
■or   recover   any  part  of  our  former  glory 
and  riclies.     As  Canada   and   Nova-Scotia 
appertain  to  us,  we  ought  to  confider  them, 
with    refpeft   to  the  immediate  advantage 
they  can  be  made  of  to  us  in  their  prefent 
condition.     If  they  cannot  maintain  thcm- 
fclves  with  a  little  help,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  give  them  up.     When  the  Refugees 
Xvho  are  fettling  there  have  received  every 
neceflary   afhflance,    we   Ihall   be    better 

able 
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able  to  judge  of  the  ufe  of  thefe  Colonies 
to  us.     But  we  ought  to  be  very  complete 
mafters  of  this   fubjed,   before  we  engage 
In  expence.     One  expence  draws  on  ano- 
ther, and  whatever  fums  are  given,    they 
ought   to  be   proportionate   to   the  certain 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  them  ;    and 
not  founded  on  bare  ailertions  upon  paper,  of 
the  capacity  of  Nova- Scotia  and  Canada,  to 
fupply  the  Well:   Indies  with  lumber  and 
provifions,    and    the   importance    of    the 
Ihipping  of  Bermuda,   to  run  headlong  to 
an  abfurdity  of  condufl,  increaf  ng  our  own 
difficulties,  and  involving  in  ruin  ourSujrar 
Plantations. 

The  next,  and  very  Im.portant  confide- 
ration,  is  the  trade  between  our  Wefl:  India 
Colonies    and   tlie  American   States,   the 

fettlement  of  which,  upon  the  fame  prin- 
ciples, and  in  the  fame  manner  it  was 
formerly  carried   on,    is    neceffary  to   the 

prefervation  of  thofe  Colonies,    as  depen- 
dencies 
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dencles  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
And,  in  confeqnence  of  a  long  and  well- 
founded  experience  of  this  neceflity,  the 
Committee  of  Weft  India  Planters  and 
Merchants  liave  reprefented,  "  that  the 
*'  permiffion  of  American  fhips  as  hereto- 
*'  fore,  freely  to  hring  the  produce  of 
"  the  American  States  to  the  Sugar  Iflands, 
**  and  to  take  back  the  produce  of  our 
*'  Iflands  in  return,  is  obvioully  effential."^ 

The  noble  Author  of  the  Obfervations, 
has  treated  largely  on  this  great  branch 
of  our  Trade,  but  not  with  the  fobriety 
which  becomes  a  fubje6l  of  fuch  import- 
ance. The  very  name  of  Colony  appears 
to  be  his  'averfion  ;  and  he  feems  defirous 
of  making  a  general  mafllicre  of  our  whole 
fyftcm  of  Colonization.  He  is  continually 
founding  an  alarm,  of  the  vafl  expence  of 
the  maintenance  and  protedion  of  our 
Weft  India  Iflands  ;   fometimes  placing  to 

K  the 
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the  charge  of  our  North  American,  at 
other  times,  to  that  of  our  Wefl:  India  Co- 
lonies, the  expences  of  every  w^ar  for  al- 
moft  this  century.  Ifwe  had  heen  without 
Colonies,  we  (hould  not  have  been  wit])out 
war.  It  is  not  difficult  to  fnid  a  caufe, 
when  Nations  are  difpofed  for  hoftilities. 
An  affront  to  a  favourite  Minifter  in  the 
laft  century,  efFeded  it  equally  well,  as 
the  paiiing  a  boundary  line  in  the  unin- 
habited parts  of  North  America  in  this, 
or  the  taking  a  few  merchant  (hips  in  the 
Wcfl  Indies. 

If  we  except  our  wild  fchemes  of  fet- 
tling the  ceded  Iflands,  the  returns  from 
our  former  Piantatioos,  have  been  much 
more  than  proportionate  to  the  expences  of 
mak«:i<^  them.  They  have  been  abun- 
dant.  Whenever  the  produce  of  Planta- 
tions exceeds  the  expence  of  cultivating 
them,   thty  become  advautageous  to  the 

State ; 
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State ;  the  diiTerence  being  fo  much  ac^ 
tual  profit,  exclufive  of  the  benefits  derived 
from  the  navigation.  On  the  contrary, 
when  Plantations  (fuch  as  Nova-Scotia)  do 
not  repay  the  expence  of  fetthng  them ;  or, 
after  long  flouriflilng,  are,  through  the 
mifmanagement  of  the  Government  at 
home,  reduced  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  ex- 
ceed this  difference  (which  the  Weft  India 
Iflandswillbe  fuhjectto,  if  the  United  States 
are  not  fuffered  to  fupply  them  in  Ame- 
rican flilps  with  lumber  and  provlfions) 
the  profit  Is  at  an  end,  and  the  poflef- 
fion  of  them  becomes  a  lofs  to  the  State. 

The  reducing  thefe  Plantations  to  this 
fituj^tion,  may  not  be  the  caufe  of  appre- 
henfioQ  to  thofe,  whofe  ears  are  fiiiit 
againft  every  argument  that  docs  not  at- 
tempt to  prove,  that  all  Colonics  arc  in- 
jurious to  the  Mother  Country.  They  do 
not  fcruplc   to   affcrt  an  opinion,    that  it 

K  2  would 
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would  be  much  better  to  give  up  the  Wan  Js 
themielves,  than  to  give  up  their  Carrying 
Trade,  *'  that  alone,  (they  tell  us)  coim- 
*'  tervaiiiiig  the  enormous  ex|>ence  of  their 
*'  proteclioa.*'  The  Carrying  Trade  of 
lumber  and  proviiions  betrv^een  America 
and  the  Weil  Indies,  is  fet  down  at  a 
high  value ;  and  it  is  to  be  prefumed  there 
will  not  be  found  many  followers  of  fuch 
an  opinion  :  Or,  of  the  capability  of  the 
Weft  India  lilands  to  make  fufficlent  ef- 
forts to  fupply  themfelves,  by  fitting  out 
veiTels  in  conjunction  with  Bermuda  :  At 
leafl,  without  depriving  their  Sugar  Plan- 
tations of  thoie  capitals,  which  are  ne- 
ceffary  for  working  them.  In  other  words, 
they  miift  fmd  capitals  for  their  own 
Plaiitiitioiis  ;  people  as  well  as  capitals  for 
the  provifioii  and  lumber  trade  m  Canada 
and  Hova-Scotla,  and  for  both  iliips  and 
feamea,  to  traafport  them  from  thofe  Co- 
lonies.  It  k  therefore  a  very  ojijuft  charge 

made 
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made  upon  the  Wefl  India  Planters,  tliat 
they  deferve  to  fufFer,  or  to,  pay  an  ex- 
traor-dinary  price,  it  they  do  not  make 
efforts  which  mufi:  deflroy  them-  But 
another  option  is  given  them,  that  of 
fupplying  themfclves  in  foreign  free 
ports.  To  free  ports  of  our  own,  the 
nohle  Writer  is  a  great  enemy  ;  confider- 
ing  their  eflablifhment  to  he  equal  to  the 
abandonment  of  our  Iflands.  In  this  he 
•differs  very  widely  fi-om  the  practice  of  the 
fagacious  Republic  of  Holland,  and  from 
the  wife  commercial  fyftem,  adopted  at 
the  time  Jamaica  and  Dominica  were 
made  free  ports  ;  the  advantages  of  which 
were  found  to  be  fb  great,  that  it  was 
in  contemplation  to  extend  them  generally 
before  the  American  war  broke  out.  Such 
difquifitions  arc  of  very  little  ufe,  perhaps 
of  great  injury.  For,  wliilfl  we  are  de- 
bating upon  the  queflion.  Whether  the 
furrender  of  every  Plantation  is  of  lefs 
evil  than  tlie  admiflion  of  American   (hips 
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into  the  Wefl;  Indies,  the  French  are 
milking  the  cow,  and  profiting  by  our 
blunders. 

Another  apprehenfion,  equally  ill 
founded,  arifes"  from  a  fear,  that  the  ad- 
miffion  of  American  {hips  may  be  the 
means  of  affording  ficility  to  the  Planter 
to  cheat  his  creditors  in  Europe,  by  lim- 
ning away  with  property  which  ought  to 
be  fent  home  to  pay  his  debts.  And  we  are 
informed,  "  that  the  evil  might  not  refl 
"  here,  as  the  North  American  Merchant 
"  would  be  furnillied  with  a  valuable  com- 
"  modify,  w^hich  would  eflablifh  his  cre- 
"  dit  in  Europe,  and  enable  him  to  pur- 
"  chafe  foreign  manufactures.'*  The  Mer- 
chants in  England  are  in  a  vei*v  defperate 
fituation,  if  this  prohibition  is  thought 
neceffary  for  their  fecurity,  to  prevent 
fuch  deligns  in  the  Planters.  They  are 
very    fully    aware,    that  if  a  Planter    has 

any 
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any  intention  to  be  a  rogue,  he  will  not 
ftand  in  need  of  an  American  fhip  to  affift 
his  iniquity  ;  and  that  except  this  North 
American  Merchant  could,  like  the  re- 
ceiver of  ftolen  goods,  purchafe  the  com- 
modities at  half  price,  he  muft  be  ruined 
bv  carrying  it  on  as  a  trade. 

It  is  rather  an  extraordinary  argument, 
to  confider  the  expenfive  manner  in  which 
the  Planters  live  amongft  us,  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  high  price  of  their  com- 
m.odities  at  our  market.  The  caufe  may 
be  eafily  found  for  this,  as  well  as  every 
other  branch  of  Commerce,  where  the 
confumption  is  equal  to  the  importation  ; 
of  courfe  in  conftant  demand.  No  article 
has  varied  more  in  price  than  fugar,  owing 
entirely  to  t^  brilkncls  or  llackncfb  of 
the  market  for  it.  If  our  confumption 
fhould  not  equal  our  import,  then,  and 
not  before,  will  the  price  fall,  both  in  the 
K  4  IQands 
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lilands   and   at  home  ;    and  the  Mercliant 
miift  feek  for  a  market  elfewliere. 

Rules  may  be  prefcribed  for  having  (as 
we  are  told)  "  our  {hips  go  out  full,  and 
*'  return  fo';  and  that  fuch  is  the  pro- 
"  portion,  between  the  provifions  and  ftores 
"  neceffarj  for  the  Weft  Indin  Iflands,  and 
''  their  produce,  that  it  might  be  managed 
*'  partly  by  a  dire6l,  and  partly  by  a  cir- 
"  cuitous  trade  ;  but  this  objed  has  been 
"  greatly  neglected.  Britifh  fliips  ofteu 
*^  went  out  in  baliaf}:,  often  not  half  loaded, 
*' and  often  returned  with  half  a  load." 
The  befl  prefcribers  of  rules,  are  t!ie  ma- 
nagers of  this  bufincfs,  the  Wefl:  India 
Merchants ;  whofe  perfpicuity  and  aclivi- 
ty,  fupported  by  the  befi:  of  ail  arguments, 
great  acquired  property,  and  the  profpe- 
rity  of  this  branch  of  Commerce  bcfojre 
the  American  war,  prove  their  judgment 
in  this  Trade.     Yet  thefe  Gentlemen  have 

not 
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not  the  art  of  carrying  into  pra£lice,  what 
is  here  fo  very  readily  marked  out  for 
tliem.  The  general  progreiiion  of  this 
branch  of  Commerce,  was  a  fliort  loading 
outwards,  and  a  full  one  on  the  return  of 
the  {hips.  Bad  crops  fometimes  occalioned 
the  arrival  of  veflels  half  loaded  ;  but  this 
was  accidental,  and  a  calamity  to  wlilch 
ail  countries  are  fubject. 

We  will  not  enter  into  an  argument, 
whether  it  will  be  more  for  our  advantage 
to  procure  Weft  India  produce  cheaper  from 
other  nations.  It  w^ill  be  fully  fufficient 
to  offer  to  the  national  confideration,  as  a 
full  anfwer,  the  ample  benefits  which  we 
derive  from  our  Sugar  Plantations;  their  im- 
menfe  confumption  of  our  manufactures, 
theirgreatincreafe,  the  fliipping  which  they 
make  uie  of,  the  number  of  failors  em- 
ployed in  them,  and  the  abundant  produce 
which  is  brought  to  Great  Britain,  greatly 

enriching: 
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enriching  the  Revenue,  the  Merchant,  and 
directly  or  indireftly,  every  order  of  the 
State, 

'  Tbe  vahie  of  the  provifions  fent  from 
Great  Britain  to  our  Weil:  India  lilands, 
was  very    trifling.       By    the    information 

given  in  evidence  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,    thirteen  thoufand  quarters   of 

^         U      ipeafe  and  beans,   and    nineteen   thoufand 
f    H      '     .quarters   of    oats,     together   Vt'ith    a    few 

,.-  '/  /,  fierrin2:s  and  pilchards,  were  the  funphes 
of  provilions  exported  from  Great  Britain 
to  the  Sugar  Colonies,  in  three  years  be- 
fore the  war  ;  being  upon  an  average  about 
ten  thoufand  quarters  of  peafe,  beans, 
and  oats,  each  year.  Salted  provilions 
J^  '^v  were  fent  from  Irehuid,  and  in  great  quan- 
tities. Thefe  comprehended  the  whole 
importation  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  from 
Europe.     The  remainder  of  the  confump- 

lion  was  fupplicd  by  America. 

CoKriNING 
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Confining  this   fupply  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, is  what  the  noljle  Author  ftates  as  a 
great  national   advantage.     It  is,  he  fays, 
*'  a    fortunate  clrcumftance,  arlllng  from 
*'  the  Independence   of  x^merlca,  that  the 
"  Britlfh  Ifles  will  regain,  in  a  confiderahle 
*'  degree,   the  fupply  of  our   Weft  India 
"  Iflands  with    bread    and    flour."       But 
wherein   this  advantage  confifls,    remains 
to  be  proved.     It  has  one   flubborn  prin- 
ciple to  contend  with,   which  is  generally 
confidcred    as  incontrovertible  j    that    the 
cheaper  a  Plantation  Is  fupplied  with  pro- 
vlfions  and  other  necelTaries,  the  greater 
benefit  will  be  derived  from  it.     This  fup- 
ply in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  America,   was 
generally    at    little  more    than    half  the 
price  they  could  be  fupplied  at  from  Great 
Britain.     Though  the  ports  are  now  fliut 
\)y  law,   yet  they  are  open  by  evalion  ;  ^'  a 

ftrong 
*  Lumber  and   provifions,    in    American   Ihips, 
have  been  aHually  admitted  in  our  Weft  India  Iflands 
fincc  Chriilmas. 
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ftrong  evidence  of  their  prcferrijig  the 
iifque  of  feizure^  to  a  dependence-  upon* 
and  to  the  chance  of,  Britiih  fiipplies, 

THisfuppljof  proviiionsconfif^edchkHy 

Jn-i*ur  !./-iuU^ft  Qi   flour,  rice,  Indian-corn,  bifcuit,  flicep^ 

3UuiUffu^/i  /f^j^l^^^^^^   poultry^   and  fome   live   cattle,    (a 

fr       L    /   gr^'^t  P^rt  or  the  iaft  come   froin   Forto 

l\li,tilv  Jfdt  /"X^f"  ...  ,  /-1-iir  1  » 

^     /  ;-w  y    /»  w    JKicoj  hams,  butter,  ialted  beer^  po:rk,  :^.\\(X 

faJted  tidi,  in  very  great  quantities,  and  of 
great  value  ;    llkewife   fait  from  fome  of 
the  fm.aller  Weft  Indian  Iflands,  the  Ame- 
ricans   being  the  carriers.       The    fnpply 
from  America,  belides  provifion,  confiiled 
/      /      ^a^tiy^M    ©f   lumber,     boards,    joifls,    planks,    and 
fcr^\^  j;^£i<>,.yij..y^^ilaves  ;   ci  oil,  horfes,  tallow,  leather,  to- 
0^1  y^jy-r^^  t^rt^>t*  bacco,  pitch,  tar,    turpentine,   iron,    {loop 
Ji^J-fiXfl^^'^^^^      and  boat  timbers,  and  other  articles,     Not 
f^rSy^^A'^^/f^^^s  than  one  hundred  thoufaiid  caiks  and 
/r^»y'^^"^>'^^3uncheons  were,  in  a  year,  made  in  Ja- 
maica, from  American  ftaves  imd  headitjg. 
The  different  towns,  and  the  buildings  of 

moil 
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inoft  of  the  fcttlcmciits  upon  the  fea  coails 
of  tliiit  Ifland,  arc  built  \vith*tiinber  im- 
ported from  Nortli  America.  The  fame 
tife  of  thefe  articles,  and  many  of  them  in 
a  greater  proportion,  prevailed  in  the  other 
Sugar  Iflands.  * 

In  payment  for  thefe  goods,  the  Ame- 
ricans   formerly  received   the    products  of 
the   Sugar  Iilands,  of  almoft  every  kind  ; 
of  brown  fugars  to  a  very  large  amount ;  o£  JLLcfi-^'  if^<r\o 
rehned  fugar,  lent  from  Great  Britain,  to  a      */    ^^  >  ^^"^ 
great  value  ;   of  rum  very  large  quantities,    '^/^/  y//W 
v/hich    was    not    faleabie    at    any    other ^'^'^'^'^6^?^ 
marlcet ;  likevvife  mdaffes,  fyrups,  pannels, 

coffee^ 


*  jMx.  Edwards,  in  h\s  late  Tliouglits  on  tlis 
CoTi-iit  xion  between  America  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
males  tl»€  whole  value  of  American  coirrmodities 
smported  into  the  Sugar  illaudsj  to  amount  to 
750.000!.  fteiling. 
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coffee,  ginger,  and  plemento.*  The  Weft 
Indians  place  a  dependence  upon  the 
fale  of  thefe  commodities,  and  will  fufler 
extremely  if  it  is  lofl  to  them. 

This  will   probably   be  the  cafe"  with 
fugar,  as  the  Americans  can  fupply  them- 

felves 

*  It  is  very  difficult  to  procure  the  amount  of  the 
exports  from  our  Iflands  to  America,  the  Cuftom- 
lioufe  books  being  very  incorredt  ;  as  the  mafters  of 
vefiels  never  enter  the  exa6l  quantity,  making-  out 
a  loofe  manifefl:  before  they  load.  The  quantity 
of  fugar  mentioned  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  25000  hogf- 
heads,  exported  to  North  America,  feems  to  be  too 
much  ;  whilfl  that  of  Mr.  Edwards  appears  to  be 
too  little.  But  the  latter  at  the  fame  time  fpeaks 
of  the  deficiency  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  books,  re- 
marking, that,  in  a  reprefentation  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  Governor  Littleton  obferves,  that  there  was 
not  one  half  of  the  produce  entered  for  exportation 
in  the  Cuftom-houfe  books  at  Jamaica,  which  v/ere 
ailually  faipped. 


(     M5     ) 

■Icives    much    cheaper   at    Cape  Nichola 
Mole,  or  in  any  of  the  other  French  ports  ; 
,   which,  though   not   avowedly  opened,  yet' 
are  fo  in  fa6t,  both  to  import  all  kinds  of 
lumber  and  provifions,  and  to  export  pro- 
duce in  return,    for  the   purpofe  of  en- 
couraoinof  the  trade  of  the  United   States, 
They  may  alfo  lupply  themfclves  in  the 
Dutch  and  Danifli  ports,  where  they  will 
hud  marts  common  toallnations,  for  Dutch, 
French, and Danifh  fugars;  and  thefeof  bet- 
ter quality,  and  very  conliderably  cheaper 
than  Engliili.  But  fuppofing,as  many  have 
done,  that  no  European  Nation  will  fuffer 
the  Americans  to  carry  off  tbeir  produce, 
the  chmate  of  that  country  is  fufficiently 
favourable  to  fupply  them  with  a  tolerable 
good  fugar.     Light  as  the  lligar  produced 
from  the  maple  tree  is  fpoken  of,  it  is  not 
the   firft  time   that  neceffity  has  made  a 
worie  fubiVitute  acceptable.     Maple  fugar 
IS  made  in  great  quantities  in  the  State  of 

New- 
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New- York  ;    particularly  upon  the  higher 
parts  of  the  River  Hudfoii,  and  in  the  whole 
country  abont  the  Mohawk  River.     Some 
tenants  of  General  Schuyler  made  as  much 
as  two  rhoufand  pounds  weight  each  upon 
their   farms,  and  thofe  fmall  ones,  during 
the  lufl:  year,  which  fold  at  about  the  fame 
price  as  coarfe  brown fugar*  Brandy,  which, 
independently  of  what  theyxan  make  them- 
felves,  they  have  imported  in  great  quan- 
tities, of  French  produce,  has  greatly,  and 
will   (together  with    tlieir  own  diflilleries, 
which  very  much  increafe)  in  time  fupply, 
almofl  wholly,  the  place  of  rum.      Our 
Weft  India  Ifiands    cannot  fubilft  without 
their   lumber  and    provifions  ;  for  which, 
without  a  ftipulation  on  our  part,  inftead 
of    bartering   produce,  they   muft   pay  in 
ft3ecie.     It  is  not  difficult   to    forefee    the 
fitur.tion  to  which  they  would  be  reduced 
bv  fuch  a  Gommerce. 


Ik 
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In  the  article  of  fait  provlfions,  though 
the  principal  import  is  from  Ireland,  and 
which  in  quality  (at  leaft  in  moft  brandies 

of  this  trade)  exceeds  all  others,  and  will, 
fo  long  as  that  is  the  cafe,  cortifiiand.  a  pre- 
ference ;  yet  it  is  not  a  fuiliclent  fupply. 
The  greater  cheapnefs  of  the  AmsHcaii 
provifions,  and  the  promixity  of  that  coun- 
try to  the  Weft  IiidieSj  will  always  be  'he 
means  of  a  confiderable  fale.  Inprove- 
ments  in  falling  will  in  all  probability  be 
made  ;  the  Americans  having  alread}/  fent 

perfons  to  Cork  to  attend  the  methods  iit 

ufe  at  that  place.     American  pork  is  now 

equal,  if  not  fuperiourin  quality  to  thelrifh, 

and  much  cheaper.  Beef  is  inferiour  ;  but 
owing  alone  to  bad  management  in  faking; 

the  fa£l  having  been  eftablifhed,  that  beef, 
falted  in  America  by  Iriflimen  ufed  to  this 
bufinefs,  is  equal  in  every  quality  to  the 
beft  Iril'h.  Before  the  war,  fhips  bound  to 
thofe  parts  f^now  the  United  States)   where 

L#  provifions 
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provlfions  were  falted,  were  frequently  ac- 
cuftomed  to  lay  in  a  ftock  for  the  outward 
voyage  only,  leaving  the  fupply  of  the  in- 
ward voyage  to  be  made  in  America.  The 
great  fertility  of  the  back  Country  of 
the  Southern  States,  where  innumerable 
herds  of  cattle  graze  in  the  favannahs 
during  their  mild  winters,  will  produce 
in  confequence  cheapnefs  and  plenty  ;  and 
will  in  future  times  render  falted  proviiions 
a  very  great  article  of  their  Commerce. 
It  is  want  of  pra(ftice  (the  fame  thing 
happens  in  England)  that  prevents  their 
falted  provifions  from  keeping  as  well  as 
the  Lifti. 

The  great  deficiency  of  timber  in  the 
American  States  has  been  held  out  to  us  ; 
but  for  what  purpofe,  it  is  not  eafy  to  be 
nuderftood.  If  it  was  a  fa<£l:,  and  that 
Canada  and  Nova- Scotia  could  fupply  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  Trade  would  find  its  own 

courfe, 
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to'urfe,  and  the  noble  Author  might  hnve 
fpared  himlelf  the  apprchcniions  of  the 
States  of  America  fupplying  the  Weft 
India  Iflands.  Ha  -pily  for  thofe  Illands, 
however,  there  is  no  deficiency  of  timber 

in  America.     Such  an  opinion  can  only 
arife  from  thofe  who,  finding  the  country 
round  the   gi'eat   towns  cleared  of  wood, 
and  the  price  of  cburfe  dearer,  Ixave  either 
too  much  indolence,  or  too  little  judgirioiit, 
to    make    i\ny    farther    obfcrvation  ;     and 
therefore  fuppofe  that  all  the  refl:  of  Ame- 
rica is  equally  cleared.  There  is  a  fufficien- 
cy   in   that  country.  Oil  the  Creeks,  in  all 
the  States,   to  laft  for  ages  ;  and  it  may 
be  cut  down  on  the  water  fide,   and  im- 
mediately laden  in  the  fmall  veflels  which 
carry  on   that  trade.     Surely  our   former 
experience  muft  have  told  us,  that  lumber 
was  procured  in   luff.jient  quanticicSj  .md 
at   a   clieap  price    in    general,   for  the  ufe 
of  the  Planter.      If  the  price   varied,   it 
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was  accidental,  according  to  the  niimbet' 
of  veflels  which  arrived  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies ;  a  circiimftance  to  which   all  Com- 
merce is  fubject. 

The  advantages  in  fending  fmalt  veflels 
"to  load  lumber,  militate  fo   much  againfl: 
our  fupplying  the  Sugar  Colonies  in  Britilh 
veflels,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  a 
Merchant  to  purfue  it,  otherwife  than  to 
his  ruin.     The  Americans  will  trade  from 
their  Creeks  with  little  expence,  and  with- 
out delay.     Our  large  Wefl  India  Ihips 
mufl:  proceed  dire£lly  to  the  great  ports, 
and  purchafe  lumber,  under  the  accumu- 
lated weight  of  tranfportation  and  ftore- 
ing  ;    they   muil:  lie  a  coniiderable  time 
loading,  under  great  charges  of  wages  and 
piovilions,  of  courie  enhancing  the  price 
of  freight  ;    and  on  their  arrival  in  the 
Wefl  Indies,  they  have  another,  and  a  very 

coniiderable 
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confiderable  freight  to  pay  for  droghers,  or 
fmall  craft,  to  carry  the  lumber  and  pro- 
vilions  to  tlie  feveral  ports  of  the  difterent 
Iflands,  where  the  American  veffels  land 
tliem  without  difficulty  ;  the  whole  of 
which  mull:  ultimately  fall  upon  the  Plan- 
ter, who  is  the  purchafer. 

This  mode  of  carrying  on  the  Lumber 
Trade  to  the  Weft  Indies,  has  never  been 
praclifed  but  by  a  few  opulent  Merchants, 
poffeftbrs  of  great  eftates  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies ;  who,  preferring  the  regularity  of 
fupply,  though  at  an  increafed  expence, 
to  the  leaving  to  their  Agents  the  care  of 
fiirnifhing  their  Plantations,  were  accuf- 
tomed  tf>  fend  fuch  of  their  veffels  as  arrived 
very  early  at  home,  for  this  purpofe.  But 
no  one  ever  attempted  it  with  a  view  to  pro- 
fit, or  even  making  a  freight  for  their  veflels, 
though   they  go   out   half-loaded.      The 
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trade  could  not  afford  it.     There  are  fom© 
feafon^  iv,  the  year,  the  hurricr.ne  months, 
in    which    iuiiiber    is    rather   fcarce   and 
dear ;    yet   the   Planters,  in    general,   are 
not  provident  enough  to  lay  in  fufficient 
flock  for  a  day  of  want.     Even  at  the  pe- 
riod  from    which   all    our    knowledge   is 
drawn,  from  that  before  the  war,   lumber, 
when  well  ciiofen,  was  always  in  fufficient 
demand  to   procure  freiglit  for  thofe  Hiips 
which  wcvQ  built  in  America,  and  fent  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
curing a  loading  of   fugars  for  Great  Bri- 
tain.    The  mafter  of  the  veilel  made  his 
bargain,  to  fell  the  Planter  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  lumber,   for  every  liogfliead  of  fa- 
gar    lie    would   engcige  to   put   on  board 
his  fliip.     Such  circumftances  happened  in 
the  time  of  regular  fupply ;    how   much 
greater    inconvenience   muft   then    accrue 
from  the   fcanty   fupply  of   Britiih    (hips. 
For  either  the  Weft  Indians  muft  carrv  on" 

that 
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that  tr^de  with  vcflcls  of  their  own,  or 
wc  mull:  do  it  with  Britifh  ihips.  The 
poffibility  of  Bermuda  doing  it,  a  circum- 
ftance  that  has  been  urged,  will  not  be 
admitted  by  any  perfon  converfant  in  the 
Trade.  The  dependence  of  that  very  Ifland 
for  provifions  muft  be  upon  America.  And 
if  they  could  do  it,  another  queflion  arifes. 
Will  the  Americans  fufter  them  ? 

If  we  expect  fuch  great  docility  in  thofe 
States,  we  have  not  profited  by  our  expe- 
rience. There  is  one  plain  road,  if  we 
have  the  good  fenfe  to  follow  it.  The 
advantages  which  we  formerly  derived  from 
the  Americans,  when  our  fellow -fubjefts, 
will  be  continued  to  us,  Jn  a  greater  or 
iefs  degree,  as  the  connexion  is  greater  or 
lefs  between  us.  If  we  are  dire(£led  by  a 
falfe  and  narrow  policy,  and  have  fo  little 
wifdom  as  to  think  the  Wefl  India  Colo- 
nies will  be  fatisficd,  fliould  we  tell  them, 
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with  the  noble  Author,  "  We  thank  you 
"  for  your  UberaHty  in  giving  up  your- 
"  ufual  method  of  fuppjy  of  lumber  'and 
"  provifions.  We  will  make  amends  to 
''  3^ou  for  confining  their  tranfport  to  Bri- 
^'  tifli  fliips,  by  permitting  you  to  fell 
"  your  rums  in  the  American, States.  It 
"  will  be  of  much  greater  benefit  to  you," 
we  (hall  add  to  their  opinion  of  our  folly, 
the  refentment  of  the  Planters,  for  tins 
contemptuous  treatment.  They  will  na- 
turally alk  us,  if  \ye  had  obtained  permif- 
lion  of  the  United  States,  to  fufler  rums 
to  be  imported  into  their  dominions.  In 
j\n  affair  that  has  a  relation  to  two  diffe- 
rent Nations,  the  confent  of  both  is  re- 
quifite.  America  has  certainly  no  right 
to  queffcion  the  'propriety  of  any  regula- 
tions which  we  think  proper  to  make. 
But  fhe  would  undoubtedly  make  rej^ulations 
of  her  own,  to  counteradl  thofe  which  flie 
thought  difadvantageous  to  her.  What- 
ever 
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ever  ^^  confidence  (as  we  are  told)  tlie 
*'  Citizens  of  thofe  States  may  be  defu'ous 
"  to  place  in  the  Britifh  Merchants,"  the 
regulations  of  their  Government  being  fa- 
tisfadory,  would  be  the  inducement  for 
them  i'o  beffcow  it.  And  though  a  few 
veffels  may  be  fitting  out  in  the  River,  and 
at  Jamaica,  for  the  American  Trade,  they 
cannot  ftir,  till  America  gives  them  leave» 

Upon  the  whole,  if  we  exclude  the  vef- 
fels of  the  United  States  from  our  Wefl 
India  liLuids,  we  mufl  undertake  that  trade 
ourfelves.  There  is  no  alternative.  It  was 
formerly  attempted  in  the  Weft  Indies,  but 
without  fuccefs.  A  few  particular  fliips  ar- 
riving early  athome,  may,  as  has  been  men- 
tioned, be  difpatched  in  July  or  Auguft ;  but 
the  circumilances  of  the  trade  not  fufferlng 
them  in  general,  to  depart  till  late  in  the  year, 
our  conducl:  muft  be  regulated  by  this  general 
ftateof  our  trade,  not  by  fuch  partial  inftances. 
It  is  poffible  to  difcharge,  refit,  load,  and  fend 

a  veflel 
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a  veiiel  to  iea  in  foiTr  days,  which  is  not 
comnionly  done  in  lefs  than  four  weeks, 
and  fometlmes  in  not  lefs  than  four  months. 
But  w^e  mufl  govern  ourfelv^es  by  the  ufual 
|3ra6tlce  of  Trade,  not  by  the  utmoft  poflible 
exertion  which  can  on  particular  occafions- 
be  niade  in  it.  The  conf.^quences  therefore 
refped'hig  orrr  fiiippiiig  will  be  thefe  that 
follow :  There  are  very  few  velTels  in  the 
Weft  India  Trade,  that  can  be  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  fea  before  the  month  of  0*5lober.  To 
go  to  Nova-Scotia  or  Canada,  at  that  time, 
is  impoftihle.  To  go  to  any  American 
port  to  the  Northward  of  Carolina,  is  at- 
tended with  riiqiie.  I'here  are  very  fevere 
gales  of  wind  in  the  months  of  November 
and  December,  upon  the  American  coafts, 
expofing  every  fliip  which  approaches 
them,  to  certain  damage  ;  often  driving 
thern  off  the  coail,  and  putting  them  un- 
der the  p.eceiiity  of  going  to  the  Weft 
in  dies.     Of  tiiefe  accidents,  the  inftances 

;ire 
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are  very  common,  and  iucli  muft  always 
be   the  cafe,  while  the   fliips,   not   being 
ready  till  late  in  the  year,  a  few  days  de- 
tention by  contrary  winds  in  the  Englifh 
ports  (to  which  they  are  conftantly  liable) 
miifi:  nearly  ruin  their  voyage.     The  de- 
lay of  loading  in  the  great  ports,  and  the 
dearnefs  of  purchafe,  have  been  mentioned. 
No  calculation,  with   any    degree  of  cer- 
tainty, can  be  made  of  their  arrival  in  the 
Weft   Indies,   and  of  the    Mafters   being 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  bufuiefs  of  load- 
ing their   fhips,   till  March  or  April,   at 
the   earlieft    period  ;    a    time    when    that 
bufincfs  is  very  far  advanced  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  many  ftiips  nearly,  if  not  fully 
laden.     The  hurricane   months  foon   ap- 
proaching, the  veffels  muft  return  in  that 
feafon,  fubjed:  to  additional  infurance,  and 
to  an  extraordinary  expence,   from  tlie  da- 
mage   received    during    the    voyage  ;     a 
rpisfortune  which  Owners  of  fliips   and 

Under- 
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\Jn4efwiittrs,   from  frequent   lafles,    arc 
l>oth  veiy  feelingly  acquainted  with ;  for 
tbe  Merchants,  on  thefe  occalions,   oiceii 
ms&t  with   great  dlfficoltj  in   making  m- 
fiirancej  and  very  high  premiums  are  he- 
<^iiently  given,     A  veffel  arriving  at  home 
&>  iate  in   the  year,   cannot  be  ready  to 
proceed  upon   the  fame  circnltdos  voyage 
of  fakiiig  ,in  a  freight  of  lumber  by  the 
way,,  until  the  Spring  following.    ThBs  a 
W'Qft  India  Ihip^   which    now   generally 
performs  her  voyage  in  twelve  months, 
<jtiietly  and  with  little  rifque,  will  be  put 
€imte  out  of  her  wfuai  track, 

Th.e  freight  made  by  a  Weft  India  fhip 
to-  th€  Sugar  lilands,  is  trifling.  She  de- 
pends for  profit  upon  the  freight  home 
Iromdience,  In  three  vears  flic  nov^  makes 
three  of  ihefe  freights,  and  the  infnrance 
during  that  time,  at  two  percent,  out,  and 
nvo  per  cent  home,  is  twelve  pounds  per 

cent. 
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cent.     On  the  contrary,   if  flic  proceeds 
to  North  America  for  lumber,    (he  will  in 
all  probability  make  no  freight  out  to  that 
country,  as  the  Ihips,  neceflarily  upon  the 
Trade   between  Great  Britain   and   Ame- 
rica,  are  fufficient  to  carry  the  goods  ex- 
ported tioin  hence.     The  cargo  of  lum- 
ber,   purchafed  at  a  high  price,  will  make 
hut  a   fnaall  fura  for    freight   to  the  Weft 
Indies.      She   will  perform  thefe  voyages 
with   difficulty,    and  with    great  dasiger 
and    cxpcnce,     and    Vv^ill   make   but   two 
freights    from    the    Weft  Indies  home   in 
three  years  :    during  vvhich  limc  the  infu- 
rancc,  admitting  that  fhe  makes  one  voy- 
age in  tlie  hurricane  feafon,  and  the  other 
before  it,  will  be  fixteen  pounds  ten  IhiHings 
per  ccTit.   at  the  lead,  and  fubjc^  to  the 
alarmSjWhich  Underwriters  are  liable  to  at 
thaf  lime  of  the  year.    The  prefent  regula- 
rity of  trade,  which  is  effcntial  iti  theWefl 
India  Commerce, will  be  totally  dcftioyed* 

The 


(     i6o     ) 

The  Planters  will  be  atone  time  in  abfolute 
want  of  food  and  necelTaries,  with  their 
Plantations  fo  full  of  their  produce,  as 
not  to  have  vvarehoufes  fufiicient  to  place 
them  in  ;  the  fhips  being  ufually  a  confi- 
derable  time  loading,  which  aflbrds  them 
great  convenience  in  that  refpe<5l,  by- 
taking  in  their  fugars  from  time  to  time. 
At  other  times,  all  will  be  hurry  and 
confufion,  and  lumber  either  felling  for 
nothing,  or  no  places  to  be  procured  for 
floreing  it.  Every  inconvenience  arifmg 
from  thefe  circumflances  being  now  pre- 
vented, by  the  continual  arrivals  from 
North  America,  and  the  regularity  of  our 
lliips  carrying  away  the  produce  of  the 
Wca  Indies. 

It  has  been  r,!ked  by  the  noble  Lord, 
how  did  ihefe  Weft  India  Colonies  fabfiR 
during  ilie  war,  when  "  even  Canada  and 
"  Nova-Scotia^  anv   more  than    Enorland 

"  and 
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"  and  Ireland,  were  not  open   to  theint 
"  without    great    expcnce    and    rifque  ?" 
To  this  queflion  it  is  to  be  aniwered,  that 
the  greater   part    of  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  Iflands  were  in  podcflion  of  the 
French ;  and  that  the  three  which  remained 
in  our  hands,  were  frequently  reduced  to 
great  diftrefs.  The  Planters  in  fome  of  them 
compromifcd  the  labour  of  their  flaves  for 
a    flender    daily   food.     The    fituation   of 
Bermuda  was  fo  deplorable,  that  fome  of 
the  poorefl  inhabitants   were  aclually  fa- 
miflied  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the-humanity 
of  the  Americans,  who  fuffered  the:n,  upon 
their    application,     to    fupply   thenifclvcs 
with  provifions  from   their  Siates  ;    (from 
Delaware,  and  Conneclicut  in  particular) 
that  the  whole   people   did  not  perifli  for 
want.     Jamaica  having  many  unoccupied 
lands, employed  fome  cf  them  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  partial  fupply.    This  circumllance 
has   produced     a    landed    intereft    there; 

which 
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which,  though  a  very  fmall  proportionate 
part  of  that  Ifland  and  of  our  other  Sugar 
Colonies  inclufively,  aiTumes  to  itfelf  a 
confequence,  fufficient  to  make  an  oppo- 
fition,  (the  only  one)  to  the  former  bene- 
ficial method  of  fupply  from  America.  This 
plain  ftate  of  fads  demonftrates  the  fallacy 
of  the  aflertion,  "  That  the  experience  of 
"  the  laft  eight  years  has  proved,  incon- 
*'  teflably,  how  little  neceffary  the  Ame» 
"  rican  States  are  to  our  Iflands." 

Their  chief  dependence  at  that  time 
was  upon  England,  but  that  often  failing, 
they  were  obliged  to  negledl  their  pro- 
duce, to  prevent  the  danger  of  a  total 
want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life ;  and  accord- 
ingly raifed  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
them,  than  they  had  ever  before  done. 
Whenever  diflrefs  prcffed  very  clofely 
upon  them,  they  purchafcd  in  tlie  Neutral 
iflands   at   a  high   price.      But   all  thefe 

fupplies 
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fupplles  were  procured  upon  fuch  expen- 
five  terms,  that  had  it   not  been  for  the 
enormous  prices  which  they  procured  in 
England  for  their  produce,  the  Weft  In- 
dies would  have  been  ruined.     This  vvas, 
however,    a   fevere  tax  upon  the  Mother 
Country,  whofe  Revenues  were  at  the  fame 
lime  greatly  impaired  by  the  fhort  impor- 
tations.    It   was    an   abridgement  of  the 
comforts  of  the  People,  as  they  were  not 
able  to  fupply   themfelves   as   formerly; 
for  in  all  cafes  where  the  price"  is  high,  the 
confumptlon  will  generally  be  reduced  in 
fome     degree    of    adequate    proportion. 
During  the  war,  the  neat  monies  received 
by  the  Planters,  for  the  fugars  they  were 
able  to   fend  to  market,  notwlthflandlng 
the  high  price  of  freight  and  infurance, 
greatly  exceeded  the  times  of  peace  during 
feveral  years  preceding  the  war.      But  we 
are    not   to    infer   from    thence,  that    the" 
profits  on  the  whole  were  equal;  becaufe 
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the  quantity  of  the  produce  was  greatly 
lefTened.  It  is  mentioned  merely  to  fliew, 
that  by  the  method  of  our  fupplying  the 
Weft  India  Iflands  with  provifions  and 
lumber  (hoops,  which  are  light,  and  fill 
up  fpaces  in  fhips  where  nothing  elfe  can 
can  be  put,  is  almoft  the  only  lumber  fent 
from  hence)  the  grievance,  fo  far  as  re- 
gards thofe  articles,  will  be  equally  great 
as  it  was  during  the  war;  for  whatever 
expence  and  rifque  we  are  at  in  procuring 
them  (and  if  America  fliould  fhut  up  their 
ports,  we  muft  purchafe  in  the  Baltic)  the 
burthen  will  fall  upon  the  Planter,  whofe 
produce  now  fells  at  one  half  of  the  grofs 
price  it  did  in  the  war;  and  yet  the  prin- 
cipal part,  fugar,  is  fubjed  to  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  above  fix  {hillings  the  hun- 


} 

*'  dred  weight. 


Whatever  may  be  the  motive  or  caufc, 
moft   probably    through    mifinformation, 
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the  very  commodities  formerly  fent  from 
America  to  the  Weft  Indies,  are  now  fet 
before  the  Public  in  a  very  falfc  liijlit, 
both  as  to  quantity  and  value.  Rice,  in 
particular,  is  meniioned  as  a  mere  baga- 
telle \  yet  not  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand 
barrels  were  annuallv  fent  from  Carolina 
and  Georgia  to  tlie  Wefl  Indies.  Other 
articles  are  fpoken  of  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  provifions  and  neceffaries  made  to 
grow  in  thofc  Iflands  in  the  mofl  eafy 
manner,  upon  paper.  If  a  Gentleman 
prefers  employing  manufacturers  in  his 
own  houfc  to  make  the  necelTarics  for  hi3 
life,  it  will  not  be  denied  tint  they  cofl 
more  than  purchafing  of  the  fhop-keeper* 
It  is  exadly  the  fame  with  the  Planter, 
who  employs  his  negroes  in  raifing  pro- 
vifions, when  he  can  employ  them  much 
more  profitably  in  making  fugar. 

It  was  not  by  fuch  means  that  theWeft 
India    Iflands   became    opulent,   and    en- 
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riched  the  Mother  Country  with  their  pro- 
duce; a  monopoly  which  the  high  price  it 
fells  for  in  this  country  will  (fo  long  as  it 
lafts)  fecure  tons;  and  makes  us  fmile  at  the 
fears  of  thofe  uninformed  men,  who  firft 
acknowledge  themfelves,  that  the  price  of 
our  Weft  India  produce  in  the  Iflands  ex- 
ceeds that  of  any  other  nation,  and  then 
exprefs  their  fears,  left  the  Americans 
ftiould  carry  off  our  Weft  India  produce  to 
other  ports ;  though  there  is  not,  nor  can 
be,  by  their  own  evidence,  a  market  in 
Europe  where  it  will  fetch  the  prime  coft. 
How  the  Planters  are  to  ufe  the  indirect 
advantages  which  are  given  to  them,  from 
an  intercourfe  with  the  world  in  general,  is 
a  tale  yet  to  be  told.  We  ftiould  not  fuppofe 
they  could,  to  judge  from  the  noble  Wri- 
ter's own  words,  which  are  ftriftly  true  ; 
though  they  do  not  appear  ta  agree  with 
other  parts  of  his  Work,  where  he  is  full  of 
apprehenfions,  that  the  Americans  will  be- 
come 
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come  the  carriers  of  our  fugars  to  foreign 
countries.     He  fays  in  this  place,    "  That 
*'  the  difference  of  price  between   French, 
'*  Danifh,   and  Dutch,    and    Britifh  Wefl 
"  India   fugars,  was  fo  great,  that  nearly 
"  half  the  fugar  regularly  entered,   came 
*'  from    the    foreign     iflands,     and   was 
*'  cheaper,    notwithftanding    the   duty  of 
"  five   fliiliings    per    hundred  on   foreign 
**  fugars.'*      *'  It  feems,  that    our  fugars 
"  would  not  have  been  taken,  but  through 
"  the  advantage  of  barter."    Yet  in  a  Note 
to  this  very    article  he  fays,    *'  It  is  clear 
*'  from  this,    that  our  fugars  will  not  be 
"  taken  for  confumption  in  the  American 
*'  States,  and  they  only  mean  to  be  car- 
"  riers  elfewhere,  if  permitted  to  go  to  our 
"  Iflands."     And  again,  "  That  the  Wefl 
*'  India  Planters  would  derive  advantage  in 
"  their  principal   llaple    fugar,    from   the 
**  ihipping  of  the  American  States  being 
"  permitted  to  carry  their  produce  to  any 
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•**  pnrt  oF  the  world,  is  very  doubtful.  I|: 
*'  x3  ualverlally  allowed,  that  they  cannot 
''-  afford  it  on  the  Ipot,  at  the  price  that 
"  foreigners  can.'-  Such  contradiftions 
are  not  to  be  reconciled. 

We  perfeclly  agree  in  the  opinion,    that 
the  Wefl  India  Merchants  are  too  liberal 
minded  men,  to  defire   private  advantages, 
that  are    not    public    benefits.     But  thofe 
Gentlemen   mufl:  be   at   a  lofs  to  dlfcover, 
(as  the  noble  Author  flates  it)  the  motives  of 
tills  call  upon  their  liberality.     It   does  not 
n|;pear,   that  any  ufe    could   be  made  of  a 
free   permifllon   (fhould   it    be  granted)  to 
export   their    produce   to    foreign  parts   in 
American  flilps ;  fmce  no  American   Mer- 
chant  could  purchafe,    or  any  Wefl   India 
Planter    export  fugars,   without    a    certain 
lofs  in  the  fale   at  an.y  European  port.     Or 
how  the  price  in  trie  Plantations  could,  be 
increafed  to  their  benefit,  when  the  nrefent 

price 
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price  is  already    a   prohibition  of  export  to 
any  place  but  Great  Britain. 

Much  more  is  to  be  feared  from  the 
paying  in  bullion  for  the  commodities  im- 
ported from  America  ;  a  trade  that  is  in- 
dlfputably  to  the  prejudice  of  the  country 
which  is  obliged  to  fubmlt  to  it.  It  will 
be  a  ferious  matter  to  the  Planter,  when 
he  cafts  an  anxious  eye  over  the  rums  in 
his  ftores,  (which  he  cannot  fell  in  Great 
Britain,  and  therefore  they  will  produce 
no  advantage  to  the  Revenue)  to  behold 
their  continual  waftc ;  and  to  find  himfelf 
luider  the  neceflity  of  giving  up  this  profit- 
able branch  of  his  produce,  whilft  he  is 
compelled  to  open  his  purfe,  and  pay  in 
ready  money  for  the  neceffarics  which  he 
has  purchafcd. 

It  will  be  an  equally  ferious  confideration 
to  him,  to  be  bereaved  of  the  comfort  of 

M  4  frefli 


(      I/O     ) 

frefh  provifions  in  that  unhealthy  climate. 
And  both  unpleafant  and  offenfive  to  be  thu^ 
deprived  of  the  fatisfa£lion  he  derived  from 
the  almofl  daily  arrivals  of  American  fliips, 
with  cattle,  poultry,  and  many  other  re^ 
frefliing  fupplies  for  the  table.  Nothing 
tends  more  to  the  alienation  of  the  affec- 
tions of  fubje(5ls,  than  to  deprive  them  of 
the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  life. 
The  next  flep  to  lofing  their  affedions,  is 
to  lofe  their  allegiance. 

If  thcfe  reafons  are  not  fufficient  to 
overcome  our  prejudices,  will  the  condu6l 
of  France,  a  country  formerly  greatly  infe- 
riour  to  this  nation  in  all  commercial 
regulations,  have  any  weight  with  us  ? 
The  French  Colonies  have  people,  unoc- 
cupied lands,  and  many  other  conveni- 
ences of  fupply  within  themfelves,  in  a 
muci)  greater  degree  than  any  of  our 
Ifiands.  Yet  France,  fenfible  of  the  im- 
pjrtance  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Ame- 
rica 
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rica  for  fupply,  has  opened  (whether 
by  an  exprefs  law,  or  by  an  obfcu re  Procla- 
mation, is  a  neetllefs  diftln^lion)  ports  in 
her  Wefl  Indies  for  the  importation  of 
lumber  and  provifions  from  the  United 
States,  in  American  fhips  ;  and  fuffcrs 
them  to  take  the  produce  of  their  Colo- 
nies in  return,  in  fuch  quantities,  that  the 
pricesof  fagars  in  the  French  Iflands  are 
greatly   advanced. 

No  other  conclufion  can  be  drawn 
from  the  preceding  Confidi^rations,  which 
are  foundpd  upon  the  evidence  of  the  moft 
fenfible  ai;d  informed  men,  thoroughly 
converfant  in  the  Weft  India  Trade,  than 
that,  if  the  Letter  of  the  AS:  of  Naviga- 
tion is  ftri(9:ly  preferved  (American  fhips 
at  this  time  not  being  withlii  the  deicrlp- 
tion  of  Britifh)  we  muft  prepare  ourfelves 
for  the  worft  confequences  that  can  hap- 
pen to  our  Sugar  Colonies.  They  will 
be  in  an   infinitely  worfe   fituation   than 

they 
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they  were  during  the  war.     At  that  time, 
though  they  bought  their  neceffaries  dear, 
they  fold  their  produce   at    a  very   high 
price.      They   will    now    purchale  thofe 
iiecefTiries  at  a   high  price,  and  fell  their 
produce  at  a  low  one.    In  the  former  Iitua- 
tion,   they  were  gradually  declining;    in 
this,  they  will  fall  into  a  rapid  decay :  And 
there  s  not  more  proper  words  to  convey 
i.ri  opinion  on   i^.i^  iuojec.;         \.^i^    iVade 
between  America  aud  the  Weil  Indies  is 
TiOt  fjffered  to  remain  in  its  old  fituation, 
th    !   thof-     "'  ^^"/^  noble  Author  of  the 
OhiervatioLi3 ,   who  lays,  "  The   delufion 
*'  will  amount  to  that  degree  of  infatua- 
*'  tion,  which  hurries  on  the    devoted   to 
'-  defl:ru6lion," 

A  V2RY  full  flate  of  the  Trade  between 
Cicnt  Britain  and  America  has  been  al- 
ready given.  It  fliews  t'le  importance  of 
that  country  to  Great  Ikitain  ;  the  de- 
pendence \\hich  our  V/eil    India   Iflands 

have 
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have  upon  it ;  the  incapacity  of  the  Colo- 
nies of  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia  to  fup- 
ply  its  place;   and  that  nothing  Icfs  than 

a  renewal  of  the  former  Com mercialSyflem 
will  raife  this  Nation  to  the  power  and 
riches  which  it  polTefled  before  the  war. 

An  opinion  has  been  very  rafhly  incul- 
cated amongft  iis,  net  only  by  the  noble 
Author  of  the  Obfervations  on  the  Com- 
merce of  the  American  States,  but  by 
many  others,  that  America,  by  becoming 
an  Independent  Sovereignty,  partakes  lb 
fully  of  the  nature  of  a  Foreign  State,  that 
we  cannot  confider  her  in  any  other  view. 
The  rc.fpcift  that  is  due  to  many  worthy 
men  who  fupport  this  opinion,  will  not 
faffer  us  to  affign  other  rnotives  for  it, 
than  thofc  Vv^hich  proceed  from  a  perfua- 
fion  of  its  advantage  to  this  country.  But, 
though  thefe  motives  may  have  influenced 
their  condu6l,  very  diiierent  ones  have 
a<5luated   other  perfons,  who    have    been 

buiy 
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bufy  and  forward  in  the  promulgation  ef 
thefe  fentiments.  In  fome,  it  probably 
proceeds  from  a  deeply  rooted  fy Hematic 
snimolity,  which  is  with  them  fo  power- 
rally  operative,  that  no  change  of  fitua- 
tlon,  could  effect  a  change  of  their  delire 
to  reduce  America  to  fubmiffion,  though 
at  the  expence  of  the  grandeur,  thepower^ 
mid  even  the  fafety  of  their  own  Country. 
Ill  others,  from  an  idea,  haftlly  and  in- 
confiderately  adopted,  that  the  feparation 
ot  America  from  Great  Britain  will  pro- 
duce  fuch    confufion   and  dillrefs   in  the 

New  States,  that  it  will  require  no  more 
ih?.n  the  holding  out  of  this  threat,  of  con- 
iidering  her  as  a  Foreign  Nation,  to  induce 
her  to  lay  her  Independence  at  ovir  feet.  - 

The  condu6l  of  the  former  is  weak, 
kTislignant,  and  in  obraining  the  defired 
ettcd^  would  receive  a  jufl:  retribution  in 

their 
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their  own  defliiiclion.  That  of  the  latter, 
who,    equally    without    ill    intention,    as 

w^ithout  juft  reflcdion,  look  eagerly  back 
to  our  former  glorious  ftate  of  Empire 
before  the  war,  is  an  abufe  of  their  un- 
derftanding,  which  even  the  experience 
of  the  laft  ten  years  cannot  cure.     Since, 

however  blindly  attached  they  are  to 
an  opinion  of  the  means,  there  is  not 
the  fm.alleft  probability  of  procuring  the 
fuccefs  which  they  fo  anxioufly  expc^, 
from  the  local  diiTcntions  in  America. 
One  would  think  (fays  the  good  Eifhop 
of  St  Afaph,  in  his  exceller.t  intended 
fpeech)  "  that  there  was  fome  Statntc* 
**  Law  prohibiting  us,  ujider  the  feverefl 
**  pen'alties,  to  profit  by  experience."  It 
(hould  feem,  that  at  leaf!  we  are  ur.dcr 
the  influence  of  Inflituntion  ;  the  various 
methods  which  are  put  in  pra£lice,  either 
by  deluding  us  with  the  pro fpeift  of  Ame- 
rica's returning  to  our   allegiance,  or  by 

holdIn<r 
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holding  up  the  great  and  fplendid  advan* 
tages  which  we  are  to  derive  from  her  be- 
ing cutoff  from  our  Empire,  having  each 
their  numerous  and  fanguine  follov/ers. 

If  Great  Britain  and  America  fliould 
exchange  the  mutual  privileges  which 
they  enjoyed  in  their  former  connexion, 
in  all  cafes  not  derogatory  to  the  Sove- 
reignty wliich  we  have  acknowledged,  and 
which  the  feniiblediftindtion  that  has  been 
made  "of  a  people  fui generis,"''  flrongly 
urges,  and  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  full 
anfwer  to  the  plea  of  their  being  at  this 
time  a  Foreign  Nation,  the  benefit  would 
be  -in  a  greater  proportion  to  this  kingdom, 
from  the  circumfrance  of  its  being  the 
Mother  Country.  Tliofe  of  the  Citizens 
of  America,  who  turn  their  eyes  towards 
the  pleafures  of  the  Capital,  and  whofe 
fuperfluous  riches  afford  them  the  oppor- 
tunity of  their  enjoyment,  would  expend 

them 


them  ill    ihe  purcliafe  of  eflatcs  in- ^Si^- 
land. 

The  feat  of  a  great  Empire  being  the 
centre  of  honours,  of  acquaintance  with 
the  moft  dill  in  gu  idled  perfons,  of  pro- 
fitable employments,  of  extended  Com- 
merce, of  a  variety  of  plcafures  to  gratify 
every  tafte,  becomes  the  centre  of  attrac- 
tion to  all  parts  of  its  dominions  and  con- 
nexions, and  to  the  riches  wliich  are  con- 
tained in  them.  The  fuperfluous  wealth 
of  our  dependencies,  thus  found  its  way  to 
England.  Ireland,  to  which.  In  its  na- 
tional fituation,  with  refpe6l  to  indqien- 
dence,  Ametica  may  be  properly  com- 
pared, (the  dltterence  net  being  very  ma- 
terial) is  a  deciiive  proof  of  the  advantages 
which  this  Country  has  derived,  from  the 
Iri(h  participating  in  the  enjoyment  of 
Britifh  privileges. 

■    r 
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It  is  ^vholly  immaterial  to  us,  whether 
Independence  was  the  efFeS:  of  the  choicer 
of  America,  or  whether  fhe  was  compelled 
to  it  in  her  own  defence.  We  have  ac- 
knowledged that  quality  to  he  in  her,  and 
we  m'Qfl:  govern  ourfelves  by  the  fa5:  it- 
felf,  ^nd  not  trifle  away  our  time  in  tracing 
out  and  condemning  the  caufe  of  it.  It 
is  not  the  only  Independence  we  have 
granted.  It  wcs  about  the  fame  period, 
that  we  acknowledged,  in  efFe«5l,  the  Inde- 
pendence of  Ireland.  In  both  cafes,  they 
were  extorted  from  us  by  very  natural 
caufes  ;  the  want  of  good  Government  on 
our  part,  and  a  fufficiency  of  ftrength  on 
theirs,  to  refift  us.  There  is  no  other  re- 
medy left  to  us,  in  the  unfortunate  fitua- 
tion  to  which  we  are  reduced,  than  to 
make  the  neafeft  approaches  in  our  power 
to  the  flate  in  which  the  Em^pire  was 
placed  before  the  war.  The  nearer  we  can 
approach   to  this  condition,   tlie  lefs    we 
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(hall  feel  the  ill  effcds  of  the  Tndepen 
deuce  which  we  have  been  compelled  to 
grant,  and  the  more  the  wealth  of  the 
countries,  witli  whom  we  have  this  par- 
ticular connexion,  increafes,  the  more  will 
flow  into  Great  Britain. 

Those  who  are  i'o  vehement  in  their 
opinion  of  the  necellity  of  confidering 
America  as  a  Foreign  Nation,  have  given 
us  no  folid  ground  of  a6lual  benefit  which 
we  are  to  derive  from  it.  They  depend 
upon  the  events  which,  according  to  their 
manner  of  reafoning,  are  to  happen  in 
future.     Caftle-building   is  a  very  plcafant 

operation  of  the  mind,  but  it  often  leads  it 
aflray.  They  firft  go  back  to  the  time  when 
the  Navigation  A61  paiied,  and  the  argu- 
ments which  were  then  ufed,  and  which  then 
were  mofl:  perfedly  adapted  to  the  occafion, 
without  rcfledling  on  the  'gi'eat  changes 
which  have  happened   in  the 'Commercial 
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Syftem  of  Europe,  fince  that  period ;  aixf 
on  thofe,  which  the  late  Revolution  in 
particular  is  likely  to  produce.  They 
next  threaten  us  with  the  refentment  of 
Ruffia,  which  is  held  out  as  a  bugbear 
to  us ;  and  then  bring  forward  Ireland 
by  force,  to  join  in  this  ftrange  combat  of 
one  of  the  plainefl  fyflems  in  the  world — 
the  revival  of  our  ancient  Commercial  Con- 
nexion with  America. 

'  In  the  firft  place,  the  circumftances  at 
this  time,  and  at  the  pafling  of  the  Na- 
vigation A61,  are  fo  widely  different,  as 
not  to  admit  any  parity  of  reafoning  upon 
the  fubje(5l.  In  the  next,  Ruffia  is  ac- 
tually a  rival  to  us  in  fome  of  our  capital 
manufa6i:ures.  In  that  of  linen,  the  quan- 
tities that  we  import,  make  us  feel  for 
our  own  manufactures,  in  fuch  a 
competitor.  This  they  do  not  them- 
fdlves  contradict ;    for  we  are  told  in  the 
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Dbfervations   of  the    noble  Writer,    that 
"  if  we  fhould  ndt   be   able  to  command 
"  the  more  fubftantiai  advantages  of  being 
"  the  manufa<5lurer:  (fpeaklng  of  linen) 
"  ourfelves,  our  next  object  mult  be  that 
"  of  endeavouring  to  fecure  the  fupply  of 
"  the   American    market  with    thofe  ar- 
*'  tides  ;"  though   he  furely  forgets,  that 
the  methods  which  he  prefcribes  in  various 
parts  of  his  Work,  will  prove  a  very  bad 
medicine  for  curing  America  of  the   pre- 
judices, which  fhe  may  have  taken  againd 
us.     If  he  wanted  to  fecure  fuch  a  trade, 
cooling   and  lenitive  draughts  would  have 
been  much  more  fuitable,  than  the  rough 
horfe  medicines  which  he  prefcribes.     In 
the  manufacture  of  iron,  he  remarks  him- 
felf,    that   fhe   makes   great  quantities   of 
nails  for  home  confumption,    and  having 
"  taken  off  the  duties,  may  now  greatly 
"  underfellus;"  a  ftrange  recommendation 
of  a  country  to  fupply  the    deficiency  in 
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fale  of  the  manufactures,  with  which  we 
formerly  fuppHed  America. 

However,  with  refpe6l  to  the  princi- 
pal raw  materials  with  which  Riiffia 
fupplies  ns,  viz.  iron,  and  hemp,  the 
chief  articles  in  common  to  that  Empire 
and  America,  if  we  do  not  think  the  im- 
portation, duty  free,  from  both  nations, 
neceffary  for  the  encouragement  of  our 
own  manufa6lures,  as  well  as  for  the  dif- 
couragement  of  thofe  which  have  grown 
up  in  tlie  fame  country  with  the  materials, 
there  can  he  no  objection  to  the  equaliz- 
ing of  the  duties  upon  them.  As  to  Ire- 
land, there  is  no  fmall  probability  (from 
the  connexion  which  that  country,  par- 
ticularly the  Northern  part,  has  with 
America)  of  her  being  difpofed  to  take 
the  lead  herfelf  in  this  bufinefs,  if  we  do 
not.  There  is  no  want  of  inclination,  or 
knowledge   of  the  advantages  which   fhe 
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will  derive  from  it,  to  prompt  her  to  wifli 
for  a  Treaty  that  might  be  made,  upon  terms 
very  profitable  to  both  Countries. 

The  circumftances  which  attended  our 
former  Trade  with  America,  can  alone  af- 
ford the  means  of  properly  inveftlgating 
the  oppofite  opinions  which  have  been 
given  on  the  fubje6l.  Tlicy  have  already 
appeared  in  the  courfe  of  this  Work.  They 
fhall  now  be  repeated  in  fubftance,  for  their 
better  elucidation. 

There  are  many  important  points  for 
our  confidcration.  The  fale  of  three  mil- 
lions of  our  manufactures,  the  probability 
of  a  very  great  increafe,  the  making  this 
country  an  entrepot  for  American  com- 
modities, the  fupply  of  our  Weft  India 
Plantations  with  lumber  and  other  necef- 
faries,  and  of  our  Fifheries  of  Labradore 
and    Newfoundland  with  proviiions,    the 

N  3  Carry- 
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Carrying  Trade  in  general,  and  the  former, 
employment  of  American  fhips  in  our 
Commerce. 

The  great  fhare  which  we  pofleffed  of 
the  Carrying  Trade   of  other  Nations,   as 
well    as    of  the    importation    of    foreign 
goods,  which  the  Ad  of  Navigation  per- 
mits in  iliips  of  the  built  of  the  country 
of  which  they  are   the  growth,  is  a  great 
and   decifive   proof,  that   notwithftanding 
the  efficiency  of  that  Aft  at  the   time   in 
which  it  paffed,   it  was  become,  with  re- 
fpect   to  any  requifite  fecurity  in  the  chief 
parts    of  our    Navigation^   of  very    little 
force ;    fmce,    independently   of  our  own 
Carrying  Trade,  we  had,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  that  of  other  Nations.     The  fecnrity 
of  an   Adi.  of  Parliament,    an    authority 
in  which  the  general  Intereft  miift  com- 
bine    to     enforce    flridl     obedience,    was 
ilrengthened     by    fuch    an    habitual    fu- 

periority 
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periority  of  excellence  in  our  fhips  and 
feamen,  that  they  commanded  preference 
by  the  advantages  which  they  held  out. 
We  muft  always  acknowledge  the  Acl  of 
Navigation  to  be  the  excellent  fchool  in 
which  we  were  educated,  and  which  pro- 
te6lcd  us,  in  our  infant  ftate,  from  the 
intrufion  of  our  neighbours.  And, 
although  our  Commerce,  when  it  affumed 
a  manly  form,  became  fufficiently  great 
for  its  own  protection,  we  ftill  re- 
tain every  recolledlion  of  the  excellence 
of  this  venerable  Law,  and  the  full  re- 
membrance of  its  former  kindnefs  in  our 
youth. 

We  muft  not  at  the  fame  time  forget,  that, 
in  this  fuperiority  of  our  Carrying  Trade,  we 
are  greatly  indebted  to  American  fhipping. 
There  were  little  lefs  than  four  thoufand 
fhlps  employed  in  our  Commerce,  in- 
cluding   the  Trade  of  America   and  the 

N  4  Weft 
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Weil  Indies.  This  is  an  enormous  gap 
to  be  filled  up,  and  which  the  experience 
Oi  a  few  years,  fmce  the  breaking  ont  of 
the  war,  has  fliewn  us,  was  fupplied,  not 
by  Biitifli,  but  by  foreign  (hips ;  and  which  . 
increafed  fo  much,  as  to  form  feven  parts 
m  fifteen  of  the  fliipping  employed  in  our 
fervice. 

The  tonnage  of  the  fhipping  employed 
in  the  Comm.erce  of  Great  Britain,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  has  been 
flated  to  be,  1,300,000  tons.  This  in- 
cludes all  the  (hipping  trading  in  and 
with  this  Country,  whether  built  in  Great 
Britain,  its  dependencies,  or  in  Foreign 
Nations,  bringing  the  produce  of  the 
g;rowth  of  thofe  Nations  to  Great  Britain. 
Amongfb  this  fhipping  were  398,000  tons 
of  the  built  of  America,  now  compoling 
the  United  States,  diftributed,  indifcri- 
minately,  in  all  parts  of  cur  Commerce. 

The 
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The  tonnage  of  (hipping  at  that  time 
.employed  in  the  Thirteen  States,  were 
alib  ftated  at  400,000  tons,  one  halt  of 
which  was  employed  in  the  Trade  to  Eu- 
rope, and  chiefly  belonged  to  Britifli  Mer- 
chants, navigated  by  Bntifli  feamen, 
.compofcd  of  the  built  of  Great  Britain, 
and  its  dependencies,  without  diftin^lion  ; 
and  for  the  moil:  part  involved  in  the 
1,300,000  tons  ah'eady  given  in  the  ton- 
nage employed  in  the  Commerce  of  Great 
Britain.  The  remaining  part  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Fiiliery,  Coaflnig,  and  the 
Trade  between  America  and  the  Wcit 
Indies. 

The  proportion  of  American  built  fhips 
to  Britifli  built,  employed  in  the  general 
Commerce  of  Great  Britain,  was  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  23  to  40  before  the  war; 
and  as  1 1  to  ^^  at  the  peace,  many  beiq^ 
worn  out  during  that  time,  and  which  were 

not 
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not  replaced.  But  as  American  (hips  dc" 
creafed  in  numbers,  Foreign  (liips  increafed ; 
and  the  latter,  which  before  the  war,  bore 
no  greater  proportion  than  12  to  40,  at 
the  peace  was  as  29  to  35  ;  which  proves 
the  deficiency  not  to  be  fuppiied  by  Bri- 
tifli,  but  by  Foreign  built  fhips.  And  if 
the  American  ihips  which  remained  at 
the  peace,  are  to  be  deemed  as  Foreign, 
the  proportion  will  then  be  (making  the 
proper  allowance  for  veffels  taken  from 
and  by  the  enemy  during  the  war)  in 
the  proportion  of  35  to  40  ;  or  nearly 
the  fame  number  of  Foreign,  as  of  Britifh 
built  fliips. 

Should  the  deficiency  be  fuppiied  by  the 
Northern  Nations,  who  build  much  cheaper 

than  Great  Britain,   it   cannot  be  on  fuch 

beneficial    terms    as    thofe    furniflied     by 

America ;  becaufe  we   mufl:  pay   for  the 

former  in   ready  money,    the  balance  of 

Trade 
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Trade  being  already  greatly  againft  us  ;  for 
the  latter  we   fliould   make   payment  in 
maniifadures.  We  may  be  defirous,  though 
there  is   very  little  expectation  of  feeing 
our  defu-cs  gratiiied,  that  the  Ship-builders 
on  the   fliores  of  the  Baltic   purchafed  a 
fLifficiency  of  our   manufactures,  to  make 
them   cry  out,   with  the  noble  Author  of 
the  Obfervations,  that  they  could  not  pay 
for  them,    without    giving    fhips    in    ex- 
change :  But  we  find  to  our  coll:,  that  we 
muft   not    only   pay   in  fpecie   for  them, 
but  fhall  alfo  be  obliged  to  give  up  the 
benefit  of  the  Navigation  of  Foreign  Com- 
modities ;  the  lofs  of  which  we  have  felt 
feverely  during  the  war. 

But  fuppofing  this  lofs  to  be  only  felt 
for  a  few  years,  until  we  could  extend  our 
own  Building  Dock-yards,  already  very 
great,  upon  any  tolerable  terms  :  So  long 
as  we   can   barter  our    manuladures   for 

American 
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-American  fhips,  we  are  only,  by  their  ex- 
clufion,  giving  encouragement  to  our  Ship- 
builders, in  preference  to  the  Clothier,  the 
Weaver,  the  Iron-mafter,  or  any  otlier 
manufacturer  of  goods  for  export.  Ex- 
perience has  fhewn,  that  the  incorporation 
of  i\merican  flipping  amongfl:  our  own, 
-has  been  productive  of  advantage  to  our 
Navipation  ;  and  Britifli  built  (Ifips  have 
increafed  in  number,  as  much  as,  from 
the  circumflances  of  the  increafed  price 
of  building,  it  feemed  pofliblc  for  them 
to  do.  This  increafe  of  price  has  been 
very  great  within  a  few  years  :  A  fufficient 
proof  that  we  fuftained  no  injury  from 
the  incorporation  of  American  fhipping, 
and  that  we  cannot  preferve  the  Carrying 
Trade,  without  fupplying  the  deficiency 
of  ihips,  on  the  lame  low  and  advan- 
tageous terms,  as  thpfe  which  made  us 
Mafters  of  it  :  And  v*diich,  fo  far  as 
regards  the  fnare  we  poilefled  of  the  Car- 
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rylng  Trade  of  Foreign  Nations,  and  the 
importation  of  Foreign  Goods  from  the 
places  of  their  growth,  wholly  depends 
upon  the  cheapnefs  of  Navigation. 

As  this  general  head  of  American  fhips 
may  admit  of  fome  differencce,   that  coun- 
try heing    compofed    of  fuch  a  variety  of 
people  and  fituations,  as  not   to  admit  the 
fame   argument  to  he  applied  to  all,   a  di- 
vifion   fhould  be  made  of  the   New-Eng- 
land States,    from  thofe  to   the  Weftward 
and  Southward  of  them  ;  becaufe  the  prin- 
cipal fear   which  we  arc  taught  to  appre- 
hend, arifes  from  the  former,  thev  beine  re- 
prefented  as  the  only  great  builders  of  fhips, 
and    therefore  luppofed  to  be  in  a  capacity 
i    f  admitted   as   formerly^   to  prevent   the 
ufe  of    Britilh   built   fliips.     This    is    not 
flriclly    true ;     for    of   the   (Iiips    built   in 
America,     the   New-England   States   fup- 

plicd  only  about  three-fifths.     But  to  take 

it 
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it  upon  the  largeft  fcale,  would  it  not  be  i 
profitable  trade,  to  barter  our  manufaftures 
for  their  {hips,  upon  ftipulated  terms  ? 
Thefe  terms  ihould  be,  to  grant  the  privi- 
leges of  Britifli  iliips  to  fuch  of  their  vef- 
fels  as  were  purchafed  by  us,  or  were  the 
joint  property  of  Brltifh  fubje6ls,  and  the 
Citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  one  half  of 
which  to  be  always  the  property  of  Brltifli 
fubjeds.  Exciufive  of  the  political  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  fo  clofe  a  connexion 
with  a  people  of  the  fame  manners  and  lan- 
p-uap-e,  it  would  infure  to  us  many  of  our 
manufadures,  which  depend  upon  Navi- 
p-ation.  By  this  means,  the  American 
Commerce  would  be  fo  intermingled  with 
ours,  that  it  would  centre  chiefly  in  Great 
Britain.  The  Carrying  Trade'  would  re- 
fume  its  former  advantageous  iituation,  and 
in  time  of  war,  the  United  States  (the  loca- 
lity of  them  in  all  operations  of  war  in  the 
Weft  Indiec  being  of  great  importance)* 
would  prove  particularly  ufeful  to  us. 

But 
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But  to  allow  feme  ground  for  thefe 
fears  of  the  New-England  (hipping;  for 
it  muft  be  that  country  from  whence  the 
chief  fupply  is  to  proceed  ;  as  the  inhabi- 
tants are  the  principal  rivals  in  our  Fifheries, 
and  as  it  is  the  only  part  of  America  that 
may  be  made  capable,  in  time,  of  injur* 
Ing  us  in  the  Carrying  Trade,  would  it  not 
be  more  prudent  in  us,  if  we  could  pro- 
cure a  fufficient  fupply  of  fhips  upon  good 
terms  from  them,  to  get  into  our  pofl'effion 
fomc  of  thefe  dangerous  weapons  of  of- 
fence ;  and  to  participate  (at  leaft  as  much 
as  we  can)  in  the  trade  which  thefe  States 
carry  on,  by  the  fupply  of  our  manufac- 
tures for  their  fliips  and  produce  ?  In  fliort, 
having  a  full  experience  of  the  pall:,  and  ad- 
mitting the  appreheniion  of  future  danger 
from  the  New-England  States  to  have 
fome   foundation,   whether  it  is  not  better 

*'  To  bear  tliofe  ills  we  have, 

*•  Than  fly  to  others  which  we  know  not  of?"' 

Those 
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1'hose  imaginary  ills,  for  fuch  they  are  ; 
America  being  too  much  reduced  to  give 
us  any  prefent  alarms  of  rivalfhip  in  the 
Carrying  Trade.  She  is  in  the  flate  to  af- 
ford a  gradual  and  ufeful  fupply,  in  pro- 
portion to  our  wants.  She  has  as  folid 
means  within  herfelf,  as  any  Nation  can 
polTefs,  far  beyond  the  greater  part  of  the 
European  Governments  ;  and  yet,  with 
even  fuch  abilities,  time  is  required  to- 
brinothem  into  aflion.  Thus  farwemav 
be  aii'ured,  fuch  is  the  natural  force  of  the 
ftrong  refentments  which  this  war  had 
caufcd,  that  the  m.ore  attempts  we  make 
to  deprefs  their  Commerce,  the  more  will 
their  wonderful  induflry  and  fpiiit  in  ad- 
venture he  fiimulated  to  revive  aiid  in- 
creafe  it. 

Bur  (liould  even  the  Trade  of  tlie  New- 
England  States,,  with  refpecl  to  the  advan- 
tages of  it  to.  this  country,    be  fufpendcd 

ni 
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in  a  doubtful  balance,  that  of  the  Middle 
and  Southern  States  would  however  greatly 
preponderate  m  our  favour.  Thcfe  States 
mUiC  depend  at  this  time,  almoA:  wholly 
upon  European  fhipping,  for  carrying  off 
their  valuable  produce.  They  build  many 
fliips,  but  they  were  formerly,  and  would 
again  be,  if  we  a61:ed  with  any  degree  of 
prudence,  equally  for  the  account  of  Bri- 
tjlli  Merchants ;  and  they  would  bring 
from  thefe  States  their  produce  to  Great 
Britain  ;  the  payment  for  which  would  be 
made  in  manufli6ture3  directly  to  them. 
Such  declfive  advantages,  particularly  with 
relpedl  to  the  Carrying  Trade,  at  the  time 
that  they  fliew  the  propriety  of  our  culti- 
vating the  flricleft  union  with  thefe  States, 
point  out  the  neccility  of  taking  into  our 
cnnfideratlon,  how  far  lels  advantages,  or 
even  a  trade  carried  on  without  lols,  with 
theNew-England  Governments,   ought  to 

have  weight  with  us,    if  fuch  a  beneficial 

O  connexion 
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Connexion  with  the  other  States  is  to 
be  procured  on  no  other  terms. 

In  fhort,  if  our  fhips  are  confined  to  the 
built  of  thefe  kingdoms,  they  will  be  con- 
fined to  fuch  monopolies,  as  we  can  con- 
ftitute  by  law,    and  can  maintain  as  fuch 

to  the  advantage  of  our  fubjeds.  For  to 
contend  for  the  Carrying  Trade  in  general, 
with  Nations,  who  can  "procure  fhip'ping 
for  all  the  purpofes  of  Commerce,  at  almoft 
half  the  expence,  ^  is  to  contend  with 
impofiibilities. 

■  In 

*  Merchants  of  the  firfi;  credit  in  New-England, 
will  engage  to  deliver  Ihips  well  built,  and  com- 
pletely fitted  for  fea  with  the  befl  materials,  at 
fevt.n  pounds  ten  flii'Iings  per  ton,  and  declare  at 
the  fame  time,  that  they  fliall  make  a  great  profit 
by  this  trade. 
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In  the  fale  of  our  manufa^lures   fince 
the  Peace,  there  has  not  been  that  prndent 
management,  which  an  aitciir  of  fuch  con- 
iequence  required.     We  have  opened  our 
ports  for  the  exportation  of  goods,  without 
a  proper   confideration  of  the   manner  in 
whicli  the  payments  for  them  were  to  be 
made  ;   having  prohibited  the  Importation 
of  many   articles,   which  would   make  a 
valuable  part  of  them.     Lumber  and  pro- 
vlfions  for  the  Weft  Indies,  provifions  for 
our  fiflieries,  and  fhips  and  oil  for  Europe, 
would  be  fufncK^nt  returns  In  payment  for 
very  confideraL)(y  more  than  one  million  in 
value  of  our  manufactures. 

Formerly,  although  the  American^ 
received  Weft  India  produce  in  barter,  to 
the  amount  of  about  two-thirds  of  the 
commodities  with  which  they  fupplied 
our  Iftands,  and  the  excefs  of  about  one- 
third,     found      Its    way   in    bills     of  ex- 
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exchange  for  the  purchafe  of  goods ;  yet 
as  they  had  no  legal  permlffion  to  export 
the  articles  fit  for  the  Weft  India  market 
to  any  other  tlian  our  Iflands,  and  as  moft 
of  the  goods  which  they  received  in  re- 
turn, were  neceflaries  for  their  own  ufe, 
fbme  part  of  the  produce  which  they  fent 
to  Great  Britain  to  exchange  for  our  ma- 
nufa£lures,  muft  have  been  diverted  from 
this  purpofe,  for  the  purchafe  of  thofe 
neceflaries  wiiich  they  wanted  in  foreign 
parts.  So  that  in  every  point  of  view,  the 
exclufion  of  their  commodities  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  is  the  exclufion  of  the  fale  of 
fo  much  of  our  own  manu failures ;  or 
what  is  perhaps  worfe,  a  deficiency,  at  leaft 
a  delay  in  payment  (the  American  produce 
having  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  war) 
for  thofe  manufadlures  with  which  we  have 
fupphed  them  ;  in  cafe  America  is  not  able 
to  difpofe  elfewhere  of  the  goods  which  ftie 
offers  to  us  in  exchange.  And,  if  flie  is  able, 

wherever 
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wherever  American  fhips  are,  in  future, 
fent  with  cargoes,  they  muft,  if  to  be  pro- 
cured on  tolerable  terms,  purchafe  goods, 
in  preference  to  their  veffels  returning 
without  any  freight.  We  therefore  make 
our  ele<3:ion  of  the  rifque  of  receiving  no 
payment  at  all,  becaufe,  at  a  future  period, 
we  may  have  a  chance  of  being  fupplied 
with  thofc  articLs  by  our  own  iliip- 
builders  and  fiflicrmen. 

Our  fhipwrights,  and  our  fifheries,  are 
undoubtedly  of  importance  to  us,  and  it  is 
our  duty  to  pay  the  utmoft  attention  to 
their  prefervation.  But  at  the  fame  time 
we  ought  not  to  neglect  this  precaution, 
that  the  hope  of  future  advantage,  by  their 
extenfion,  is  not  indulged  at  the  expence 
of  other  branches  of  our  trade,  by  depri- 
ving many  of  our  manufadurers,  of  prefent 
benefit,  and  weakening  their  future  pro- 
fpe£ls.  The  manufatflurers  who  have  trufled 

O  3  the 
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the  merchants,  and  t,he  merchants  who 
have  truRed  the  Arri,ericans,  vili  find  the 
efFeds  of  this  exclufion  of  trade  ;  when  at 
the  exph-atlon  of  the  credit  thai  they  have 
given  they  demand  payment  for  the 
goods  w  :ich  they  have  fhipped.  If  Ame- 
rica is  able  ro  pay  for  her  imports  with 
her  p.oQuce,  it  is  as  much  as  fiit.  will  be 
able  todo  at  prefent.  The  goods,  therefore^ 
which  they  offer  in  payment,  and  which 
we  refufe,  may  prove  fo  much  certain 
lofs  to  ourfelves.  lu  this  view  we  are  to 
confider  ourfelves  as  proprietors  of  large 
■u'arthoufes,  full  of  manufadures  for 
fale,  and  foliclting  for  cuflomcrs.  In  ex- 
change for  which  we  fliould  refufe  no 
commodities  that  can  be  rendered  ufcful 
to  us,  either  for  confumption  or  export. 

There  is  one  principle,  by  which  every 
Nation  (liould  be  governed  in  the  manage- 
ment   of  her   manufadurcs,    her  planta- 
tions, 
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tions,  and  her  fidierles.  This  is  atten- 
tively to  fearch  for,  and  carefully  to  pro- 
cure raw  materials  and  provifions,  upon 
the  cheapefl  and  lowefl;  terms.  In  the 
fupply  of  her  manufadures,  this  ope- 
rates in  the  encouragement  given  to  the 
importation  of  ra^v  materials.  In  the 
fupply  of  her  plantations  and  fiflieiies, 
with  the  neceflaries  for  their  ufe;  whether 
manufa^ures,  lumber,  or  provifions. 
Without  theie  precautions,  they  cannot  be 
carried  on  with  the  advantages  which  they 
are  capable  of  receiving,  and  which  the 
benefits  they  render  to  the  Mother  Coun- 
try give  them  a  right  to  enjoy. 

This  refpe£ls  the  fifheries  chiefly  In  the 
article  of  provifions,  for  the  fupply  of 
which  they  are  now  confined  to  Europe  ; 
confequently  to  a  much  dearer  market 
than  they  could  find  in  America.  This 
is  an  objecl  of  magnitude,  as  we  have  not 
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only  at  this  time,  powerful  European: 
rivals,  but  a  very  alarming  profpe^l  in  the 
future  contention  of  America;  and  there- 
fore the  cheaper  we  can  render  our  fiQi 
for  fale,  the  more  extenfive  will  be  our 
fifheries,  and  the  firmer  the  fecurity  to 
this  important  branch  of  our  navigation. 

It  refpeds  the  Weft  India  Iflands  in 
two  ways,  the  profit  attending  their 
eftates  by  the  cheap  fupply  of  their  ne- 
grcLS,  and  of  other  neceffaries  for  their 
Plantations;  and  the  comforts  they  derive 
from  the  continual  arrival  of  frefh  pro- 
yifions,  which  they  cannot  procure  from 
England.  The  confining  the  importation 
into  the  Weft  Indies  of  American  com- 
modities, to  veffels  of  a  fpecific  burthen, 
and  reftraining  the  produce  in  return, 
prevents  a  great  deal  of  fupply,  and 
will  not  remove  the  jealoufies  and  appre* 
lienfions  which  the  Proclamation  for  re- 
ftraining 
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ftraining  this  trade,  has  already  caufed  la 
America.  It  appears  to  have  little  or  no 
advantage,  and  to  have  feveral  mifchievous 
qualities.  It  admits  the  vefTels  of  New- 
Ensflaiid,  from  whom  we  derive  the  lelTer 
benefits  in  our  American  Commerce,  and 
excludes  great  part  of  thofe  of  the  Middle 
and  Southern  States,  w^iich  are  by  far  the 
jnofl  profitable.  If  the  defign  is  to  leave 
the  greatfi  part  or  this  trade  to  our  large 
Weft  India  Iliips,  it  cannot  be  carried  on 
by  them,  from  the  great  expence  and. 
delay  attending  the  voyage,  and  the  fmall 
freight  to  be  made  by  them.  The  re- 
flraining  the  American  fhips  from  taking 
produce  in  return,  is  furely  unnecefTary, 
and  therefore  tends  to  excite  jealoufy, 
without  the  leafl  benefit  to  be  obtained  by 
it.  The  advantages  both  in  the  purchafe 
and  in  the  fale  of  fugars,  can  be  only  made 
for,  and  in,  the  Englifh  market:  And 
therefore  there  can  be  no  danger  of  Ame- 
rica's 


(       204       ) 

lica's  carrying  off  any  more  produce, 
than  what  will  merely  pay  for  the  com- 
iijodities  fhe  fupplies  ;  which  is  much 
more  for  our  advantage  than  paying  in 
bullion.  The  Well  India  IPiands  have 
now  the  privilege  of  exporting  lugars  to 
the  South\vard  of  Cape  Finifterre  ;  but 
the  price  is  fo  high  in  the  Idands,  that  it 
is,  in  effe<3,  a  natural  prohibition.' 

The  benefits  which  will  arlfe  to  this 
couniry,  by  making  it  an  entrepoc  for 
American  commodities,  in  other  words,  a 
great  free  port  for  their  goods,  the  chief 
fource  from  whence  Holland  has  derived 
her  immenfe  wealth,  and  the  example 
which  France  is  now  following,  ought  to 
be  a  principal  confideratlon  with  us  in  the 
fetllement  of  the  American  Commerce 
with  this  countrv.  The  fame  attention 
fliould  be  paid  to  the  arrangement  of  duties 
on   goods  imported.       Thofe    articles,  of 

fmall 
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fmairconfumption   in  this  kingdom,    and 
producing  very  little  or  no  Revenue,  but 
\vhicli  are  the  Itaple  of  any  of  the  States^ 
fliouM  be   imported   fiee  of  duty,  as  the 
advantages    arifing    from   the   tranfporta- 
tion,    and  the   making     this    country    an 
entrepot  for  them,  is  of  much  greater  im- 
portance.    The   fame   condu^l  fliould   be 
prefcrvcd   refpe^ting    commodities   which 
are  confumed  in  our  fliipping.     The  con- 
trary would   only  operate  as  a  tax  upon 
them  ;    equally  fo  upon  all  articles  apper- 
taining to  the  dying  of  manufadures ;    as 
well  as  bulky  wood  ufed  in  the  cabinet, 
joiners,    and    blockmakers    trades,    their 
fcarcitv  being   now  felt   in  the  magnitude 
ol  the  price, 

If  the  Americans   are  to  be  confidered 
in  the  fame    view  as    foreigners,    the  ad- 
ditional charges  to   which    their   fliipping 
will  be  liable,  and  of  which  they  now  bit- 
terly 
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terly  complain,  will  render  this  plan  abor- 
tive. The  comparatively  fmall  charges 
in  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland,  (in 
the  former  little  more  than  one-third  part, 
and  in  the  French  Wed  India  ports  not 
more  than  one-fourth  of  what  is  paid  in 
our  Iflands)  will  throw  the  fcale  greatly 
into  their  favour.  If  we  recur  to  our  ex- 
perience, to  the  amazing  growth  of  our 
power  and  riches,  which  kept  an  even 
pace  with  the  growth  of  our  Colonies,  it 
will  certainly  point  out  to  us,  the  fuperlbur 
wifdom  of  endeavouring  to  recover  thofe 
who  are  gone  aflray  from  us,  rather  than 
in  a  fit  of  puerile  and  fruitlefs  refentment, 
to  turn  Knights  Errant  in  fearch  of  new 
confumers  of  our  manufactures. 

Commerce  is  not  proof  agalnfl  injury, 
by  even  temporary  obfl:ru61ions;  but  when 
thefe  become  of  long  continuance,  its  dif- 
folution  is  certain,  though  in  a  gradual 
and    imperceptible  degree.      Like  a  river, 

the 
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the    falling   in  of   whofe   high   banks  has 
obftrudled    its    navigation,   and   forced  its 
flreams  to  wander  through  the  neighbour- 
ing meadows  ;   if  the   bed   is    not    imme- 
diately   cleared   out,    the   earth,  accumu- 
lating  by  the   rnbblQi  which  the  current 
continually  brings  down,  at  length  chokes 
up  the  paffage,  and  the  waters,  compelled 
to  forfake  Us  old  channel,    feek  out  a  new 
courfe.     Commerce    is    in    a    great   mea- 
fure  a  work  of  chance.     A  fingle  manu- 
fadurer,    by  his  induflry,  has  been  often 
the  means  of  enriching  an  extenfive  coun- 
try.     He   makes   a   great  foriune  himfelf, 
excites   the  emulation  of   his    neighbours, 
and  fliinulates  them  by  his  example.    Such 
a  man  formed  tlie  great  fluff  manu fa clory 
of  Norwich.      lie  oppofed  himfelf  to  the 
eflabldlied  manufaclurers  of  Som.erfet  and 
Devon,  who  had  the  raw  materials  almod 
at    their  doors,    which   i:e   was  obliged  to 
bring  from  a  great  and  expenfive  diftance; 
yet,    his    example    being    followed,    Nor- 
wich 
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wich  has,  by  its  diligence  snd  attention, 
fettled  exlenfive  and  ufeful  manufadoriesj 
whilfl.  the  oiiginal  workmen,  flothful,  and 
fecure  in  pofTeflion,  have  gradually  de- 
clined, and  are  now  almoft  funk  into  ob- 
livion. 

It  was  induRry  alone  which  filled 
Briflol  and  Liverpool  with  their  preient 
opulent  inhabitants.  Probably. the  dread 
of  pirates  fixed  them  in  a  fituation,  in 
all  other  refpecls,  as  commercial  towns, 
miferable.  The  approaches  from  the  fea 
terrifying.  Yet  adivity,  which  a  fear  of 
danger  generally  excites,  at  length  made 
even  thefe  difficulties  tolerable  to  them. 
When  the  greater  civilization  of  Europe 
put  an  end  to  piracy,  they  had  no  other 
refource  for  the  prcfervation  of  their 
Commerce,  than  in  the  continuance  of 
this  adivity.  Thus,  they  acquired  wealth, 
and  forming  extenfive  connexions,  en- 
riched the  inland  country  within  the  reach 

of 
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of  their  Commerce.  Briflol,  finely  fitu- 
ated  for  internal  fupply,  has  improved 
the  whole  country  upon  the  Rivers  Se- 
vern and  Avon,  and  upon  the  Welfli* 
Cornifli,  and  Dcvonlliire  fhores.  Liver- 
pool, though  not  fo  well  fituated  for  ex- 
tenfive  fupply,  has  been  the  principal 
means  of  edablifhing  the  manufadories 
of  the  rich  town  of  Manchefler,  a  work, 
which  is  alone  fufiicient  to  aggrandize  its 
name. 

These  digrefTions,  though  they  lead 
from  the  immediate  fubjeil;  before  us,  yet 
have  a  connexion  with,  and  are  ulcful  in 
the  confideration  of  it.  They  teach  us, 
that  Commerce  will  wander  from  one 
pl-ace  to  another,  as  particular  circum- 
flanccs  dircd  it.  The  inflances  which 
have  been  given,  are  of  cafual  occurrences 
in  our  own  country,  confequently  are 
not    of   national   injuiy.     But   when   we 
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recollect,  that  almoft  all  the  manufactures 
of  this  country  have  been  brought  from 
the  Continent  by  the  fame  accidental  cir- 
cumflances ;  and  that  they  have  flouvlfiied 
here  from  the  fame  caufes,  the  induftry 
and  emulation  of  private  perfons,  we 
cannot  be  too  anxious  for  their  prefcr- 
vation  In  their  prefent  condition,  or.be 
too  careful  of  retaining  the  export  of  them 
In  the  channels  to  which  they  have  been 
accuftoraed.  Experiments  are  hazardous. 
We  know  not  what  rivals  we  may  create, 
if  we  prevent  the  Americans  from  trading 
with  us.  A  country  where  agriculture  or 
fifliery  is  the  ftaple,  and  where  great 
plenty  of  unoccupied  and  fertile  lands 
prevent  the  fettlemeni  of  maaufadorles, 
will  prove  better  and  more  certain  cuf- 
tomers,  than  fettled  nations,  whofe  prin- 
ciple is  to  encourage  manufa61ories  of 
their  own. 

The 
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The   former  narrow  policy  of  France 
and  Spain,  in   the  adminiflration  of  their 
commercial  concerns,  for  they  have  long 
ago  {ecn  the  difadvantages   of  it,   is  now 
held  out  to  us  for  imitation.     The  recom- 
mendation of  the  example  of  an  abfolute 
government,    always    lefs    favourable    to 
Commerce  than  a  free  State,  comes  with  a 
bad  grace  to  a  people,  whofe  fuperiority 
over  their  neighbours   has  been  owing  to 
the  fpirited  exertions,  which  the  freedom 
of  their  Conftitution  has  enabled  them  to 
make  in  Trade  and  Navigation.     The  ob- 
vious effeds  of  this  condud  has  given  a 
precedent,  which  even  thofc  governments 
have  followed,  and  they  have  given  proofs, 
France  particularly,  very  ftrong  ones,  of  the 
benefits  which  they  have  derived  from  it.   It 
was  a  very  oppofite  condud  to  the  policy 
thus  recommended,  that  put  this  Nation  in 
poffeffion  of  her  power  and  riches. — But 
abfoluie  Monarchies  are  not  the  countries 
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to  fearch  for  examples  of  commerlcal  regyl^- 
tion.  It  would  be  wifer  for  us  to  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  induftrious  Dutch,  whofe  im- 
menfc  riches  Ihew  the  advantages  of  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  Free  Trade.  Could  this 
country  be  rnade  one  great  free  port,  the 
fame  confequences  would  follow.  But 
alterations  of  importance  are,  at  this  time, 
of  ferious  moment  in  this  country. 

By  the  Treaty  between  France  and 
America,  the  former  muft  have  all  the 
privileges  of  the  moft  favoured  Nation. 
The  fubfequent  Treaties  between  America 
and  the  European  Powers  are  upon  a  prin- 
ciple of  reciprocity :  An  argiunent  is 
drawn  from  this,  that  as  America  can  give 
us  in  return  no  fuperiour  advantages,  we 
are  not  to  grant  more  to  her  than  to  foreign 
nations.  It  is  not  fuch  Treaties,  it  is  the 
probable  effeds  of  trade  that  ought  to  di- 
rect our  adions.  It  can  never  be  a  detri- 
ment 
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ment  to  us,  that  France  pofleffes  the  grant, 
when  {he  has  not  the  means  of  carryhig 
it  nito  execution.  The  advantages  which 
we  enjoy,  afford  us  the  power  of  rendering 
it  ufelefs  to  her.  France  could  then  have 
no  other  profpe61:  of  material  advantages 
by  the  Independence  of  America,  than 
what  accrues  to  her  from  the  -difmember- 
ment  of  our  Empire,  and  the  weaknefs  to 
which  we  are  in  confequence  reduced. 
But  this  will  be  of  the  greateft  importance 
to  her,  and  will  amply  indemnify  her  for  the 
expences  of  the  war,  and  whatever  lofFcs 
flie  fuftained  in  the  conteft.  It  is  very 
flattering  to  our  pride,  but  affords  no 
comfort  to  our  pockets,  to  confider  the 
refinance  which  we  made  to  a  hoft  of 
enemies.  Our  refources  went  beyond 
the  moll  fanguinc  expectations.  But  our 
exertions  have  added  above  one  hundred 
millions  to  our  debt,  and  four  millions  per 
annum  to  our  taxes. 

P   2  Yet 
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Yet  we  are  told,  that  it  is  fome  fads^ 
fadion  to  think,  "  That  by  breaking  ofF 
*'  rather  prematurely  with  America, 
*'  Great  Britain  may  find  herfclf  in  a 
"  better  fjLuation,  than  if  fhe  had  fallen 
"  off  when  more  ripe/'  If  the  fituation 
we  are  now  in,  with  two  hundred  and 
forty  millions  of  debt,  affords  us  any  fatis- 
fa61ion,  in  reflecfting  upon  our  having  thus 
prematurely  feperated  from  America, 
wi  ; .  mufl.  have  been,  by  a  parity  of  rea- 
foning,  the  confequence  of  the  continu- 
ance of  our  former  connexion,  Nothing 
]efs  than  ruin  to  this  country.  A  confe- 
quence,  however,  (which  from  the  power 
and  riches  we  enjoyed  during  our  con- 
nexion with  America,  and  which,  toge- 
ther with  our  other  colonial  poffenions, 
was  the  fountain  of  wealth  from  whence 
the  fupplies  were  drawn,  which  proved 
the  means  of  creating  this  immenfe  debt) 
few  will  be   inclinable   to   allow  ;    or  to 
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fupport     tlie     fallacious     pofiilon     froth 
whence  it  is  drawn. 

The   eRablldiment  of    a  connexion  be- 
tween this    country    and    America,    upoii 
terms  of  mulual  advantage  to   each  State, 
is  not  a  matter  of  fuch  difficultv  as  mis[ht 
be  imagined,    from  the    prefent   apparent 
indifpofuion    in  both  Nations   towards  it. 
If  there  is   not  fuch  a  flock  of  good  tem- 
pier  as  could  be   wilhcd,   it  is  the  effecl  of 
very  natural   caufes,    which  mutual  good 
difpolitions    will  in    a   little    time    enable 
each  of  us  to  remove.     The  Englifh   are 
not   yet    recovered    from    the    Qiame    of 
their    difappointment  ;   and   though    they 
have  lofl:  their  dominions,    they  have  not 
loft   the   recollection  of  their   former    fu- 
premacy  *,    and  expe^  fomething  like  the 
ufual  deference  ftill  to   be   paid  to   them. 
The  Americans,   on  the  contrary,  having 
by  perfeverance,  and  through   long  and 
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painful  fufFerlng,   attained  to  an  un looked 
for  Sovereignty,    are   naturally  jealous  of 
the  Power  from  whom  they  have  wrefted 
it.    "The  more  fo,  as  the  eftabliihment  of 
thefe  great  Republics  muil  have  been  an 
unexpected  event  to  them,  and  of  which 
they  could  not  have  had  the  fn^allefl:  idea 
at  the  breaking  outof  thewar.   It  was  one 
of  thofe  revolutions,  marked  by  the  An- 
gularity of  the  event.    A  part  of  our  North 
American    Colonies,     unconneded    with 
each  other,   by  the  means  of  Committees 
of  Correfpondence,  formed  a  Congrefs  of 
Deputies  from  each  Province.     That  Con- 
grefs,  without   any   preparation  for  war, 
had   the   firmnefs  of    mind  to  look   this 
great  Nation  in  the  face,  with  a  fixed  de- 
termination to  refift  its  power.     It  did  not 
fhrink  from  even  the  armed  force,  prepared 
for  the  •  declared  purpofe  of    compelling 
them   to    fubmit  to   A£ls  of  Parliament, 
which   had  proclaimed  them  enemies  to 
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the   State,    their   perfons    liable    to    the 
J)ams  ofHIgh  Treafon,  and  their   proper- 
ty to  Confifcation  ;    although  the    only 
hope  thej  had   of  preferving  the  troops 
raifed  for  their  defence,   refted  upon  our 
ignorance  of  their   want  of  the  neceflarv 
means  to  keep  them  embodied.     The  def- 
perate   a£lion    at  Bunker's  Hill,    had  de- 
prived them  of  the  little  ammunition  which 
they  had  been  able  to  procure,  and  they 
were   left  fo  very  deftitute,  that  had  our 
troops  m.arched  out  of  Bofton,  the  Ame- 
ricans muft  have  difpeffed.    Comparatively 
fpcaking,   they  had  none,    and  when  the 
fentries  were  relieved,  their  mufquets  were 
left  behind  upon  conflant  duty.     Till  the 
capture  of  thofe  valuable  Britifh  ftore-fhips, 
which  were  taken  by  the  people  of  New- 
England,  and  which  afforded  the  principal 
fupply  of  all  kinds  of  military  flores  to  their 
Eaftern  army,  under  General  Wafhington, 
rhcy  deceived  both  our  troops  and  theirown, 
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hy  the  daily  arrival  of  waggons,  which 
were  driven  in  great  parade  In  light  of  our 
works,  laden  with  barrels,  wrapped  up 
carefully  in  clothes  like  gunpowder,  though 
filled  only  with  fand. 

The  fame  want  of  means  appeared  In 
the  other  parts  of  America.  The  Con- 
grefs  refolved  upon  an  expedition  into  Ca- 
nada, but  were  deftitute  of  military  flores 
neceflary  to  carry  it  on.  In  this  condition 
they  heard  of  an  ordnance  fhip  being  ex- 
pe£l:ed  at  St.  Augufline.  The  informa- 
tion was  tranfmitted  to  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment of  South  Carolina  ;  the  Prefi- 
dent  of  which,  with  a  decilion  equal  to 
the  importance  of  the  occalion,  iilued  an 
order  to  the  Commander  of  an  armed  vef^ 
fel,  for  felzing  the  gunpowder  on  board 
the  ftore-ftiip,  then  lying  at  anchor  off  the 
Bar  of  St.  Augufline,  waiting  for  water 
to  carry  her   into  port.     This  order  was 

ia 
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in  part  executed.  And  the  gunpowder 
there  taken,  was  brought  to  Charleflown, 
from  whence  it  w^as  conveyed  by  land  car- 
riage, from  the  moft  Southern  Colony, 
through  the  vaft  Continent  of  North 
America,  to  an  army  a6ling  in  the  mofl: 
Northern  part ;  and  which,  without  thfs 
accidental  circumftance,  could  not  have 
ftirred. 

These  extraordinary  events  are  flrong 
proofs,  that  America  had  no  Intention  to 
feperate  from  this  country.  But  there  is 
little  need  of  acceflbry  evidence,  w^hen  we 
have  the  mofl  irrefragable  tcfrimony  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Congrefs  itfelf.  For  even 
in  the  Spring  of  the  year  1776,  the  Con- 
grefs was  fo  very  averfe  to  a  feperation 
from  Great  Britain,  that,  on  a  motion  by 
one  of  its  Members  for  a  Declaration  of 
Independence,  there  were  not  three  of  that 
body  tliat  could    be    brought    to  fupport 
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it,  nor  was  it  fufferedeven  to  lie  upon  the  ta- 
ble. It  was  the  drcumftances  of  the  tunes; 
particularly  the  Prohibitory  A<El  pafled  in 
December   1775,   and    the  meafure  of  6n- 
gagingofthe  Germ^nTroops, that  atlafl:  pro- 
duced it,  and  eveii  then  with  fbme  dif- 
ficulty, a  fecond  and  third  attempt  having 
failed  ;    and   though  the  Deckratiou  was 
at  lafl:    carried   in  July    1776,  it  was  by 
management    alone  ;    a   general   concur- 
rence not  being  then  obtained,  nor  till  a 
confiderable  time  after  that  period  5    the 
incidents  of  the  war  flill  ftrengthening  and 
confirming  it.    Independence,  in  a  manner, 
treading   upon  the  heels  of  Dependence^ 
and  peace  quickly  fucceeding  a  civil  war, 
of  all  others  the  mofl  dreadfully  fevere  to 
the  fufFerers ;    it   would   be    an   example 
without  precedent,   fliould  a  people,   the 
authors  of  a  great  Revolution,  be  fo  little 
fubje<5l  to  the  common  paffions  of  man- 
kind, 
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kind,  as  to  meet  fuch  a  turn  of  fortune 
unmoved. 

The  feveral  A£ls  of  the  different  States, 
fuch  as  the  extraordhiary  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  upon  Britifh  fugars  in  South 
CaroUna,  an  additional  duty  upon  Britifii 
fhips  and  goods  in  Maryland,  or  any  fimi- 
lar  Ads,  mufl:  be  attributed  to  the  caufes 
of  refentment,  which  locally  afFcded  eacli 
State.     Thefe  caufes  may  be  traced  ;  par- 
ticularly   with    rcfpe£t  to    the    niftances 
which  have  been  given.     In  Carolina,  the 
people  had  not  only  fuiTered  the  moft  me- 
lancholy ravages  of  the  war,  in  their  per- 
fons  and  eflates,   but  at  the  conclullon  of 
it,    fuftained  a   fevere  lofs  in  the  taking 
away  of  negroes  by  the  Refugees,   which 
they  alledged  to  be  the  property  of  per- 
fons  remaining  in  the  State,  and  ought  to 
have  been  rcflored  to  them.     In  Maryland, 
the  Proclamation  reftralnin^  the  Provifion 

and 
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and  Lumber  Trade  with  our  Wefl  In  die  s^ 
which  was  a  very  growing  Commerce  in 
that  State,  flrongly  excited  its  refentment. 
The  more  fo,  as  they  appeared  to  manifefb 
a  great  deiire  to  renew  their  former  con-^ 
iiexion  with  Great  Britain,  by  pafllng 
Ads  of  their  Legiflature  for  the  piirpofe, 
immediately  on  the  celTation  of  hoftiUties. 

Several  trifling  and  un fore feen  events 
had  fallen  out  in  America,  which  the 
enemies  of  both  countries  had  too  much 
fuccefs  in  conflrulng  into  intentional  infulr.. 
At  New-York,  the  flag  of  an  American. 
velTel  was  forcibly  hauled  down  by  the 
Refugees.  The  Britiih  flag  was  treated 
in  the  fame  manner  in  an  American  port ; 
and,  as  will  always  happen  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  each  threw  the  firfl:  offence  upon  the 
other.  Both  Governments  were  ignorant 
of  thefe  outrages  at  the  time  they  were 
committed  ;  and  when  they  came  to  their 

know- 
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knowledge,  they  declared  their  difapproba-* 
tlon.  They  were  the  ads  of  private  peo- 
ple, done  in  the  heighth  of  refentment 
and  retaliation,  and  which  neither  of  the 
Governments  could  prevent. 

Any  ad  of  retaliation  by  a  feperate 
State,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
^oederal  Union  of  the  whole  Body  re- 
prefented  in  Congrefs,  fhould  be  at- 
tributed merely  to  the  efFed  of  local 
refentment,  and  ought  i^ot  to  be  con- 
fidered  by  us  in  any  other  view.  No 
future  difadvantage  can  arife  from  it,  as 

jt  muil:  give  place  to  the  Commercial 
Treaty  ;  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  we 
fliall  earneflly  endeavour  to  form  upon  a 
folid  and  permanent  foundation.  For  hi- 
therto, the  regulations  which  this  Country 
has  made  with  refped  to  the  American 
Trade,  and  retraining  their  fhips  from 
entering  her  Weft  India  ports,  have  no 
other  conftrudion  put  upon  them  in  Ame- 
rica, than  as  fo  many  proofs  of  the  indif- 

pofitioa 
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pofition  of  Great  Britain  towards  a  future 
connexion  ;  and  of  an  improper  direclion 
of  their  internal  commerce,  by  proclaim- 
ing a  permiffion  to  Britifti  fliips  to  enter 
jtheir  ports,  and  carry  the  commodities  of 
America  to  our  Weft  Indies.  We  will 
not  enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
fuch  conftru^lions.  But  waving  the 
conlideration,  America  would  have  been 
acting  with  the  greater  dignity,  and  more 
becoming  a  Sovereign  State,  to  have 
made  its  deterrnination  upon  them,  one 
folemn  Ad:  of  the  whole  Union,  to  be 
followed  by  the  feveral  States.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  by  the  lafl:  accounts  from 
America,  that  all  commercial  regulations 
ivere,  in  future,  to  be  left  to  the  Congrefs. 
Ill  the  fituation  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  to  each  other,  it  is  very 
difficult,  particularly  in  our  prefent  tem- 
per of  mind,  to  prevent  continual  jealoufies 
ai'ifmg  between  us.     On  our'  parts,  there 

has 
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has  not  been  an  Aft  of  a  fingle  State  ia 
any  manner  hoftile  to  our  Trade,  by  making 
a  diftlndion  of  duties  from  other  Nations, 
where  our  natural  good  fenfe  (and  we 
may  venture  to  afl'crt  this  of  men  of  un- 
derftanding)  has  been  fufficiently  divefted 
of  prejudice,  to  prevent  us  from  a  general 
condemnation  of  all  the  States  in  onemafs, 
and  making  this  invidious  Ad:  a  general 
hoftility  of  the  whole  Union.  , 

The  diforders  in  America  immediately 
after  the  peace,  particularly  when  the 
Congrefs  retired  from  Philadelphia,  in- 
dicated a  want  of  vigour  in  its  Govern- 
ment. The  confequence  which  many 
perfons  in  this  country  drew  from  thence, 
was,  that  this  Body  was  not  in  pofTeffion 
of  an  Authority,  upon  which  any  reliance 
could  be  placed  by  Foreign  Powers;  and  there- 
fore, that  noTreaty  of  Commerce  could  with 
propriety  be  made,  as  the  Government  of 

America 
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America  could  not  continue  under  its  pre- 
fent  form,  but  that  attempts  for  either  a 
Monarchy,  or  the  feperation  of  each  State 
from  the  other,  forming  a  number  of  fmall 
Kingdoms,  or  RepuMIcs,  would  take  place; 
and  that,  until  fome  fettlement  of  this 
kind  was  made,  great  diforders  would  pre- 
vail ;  and  make  it  probable,  that  our  forces 
then  remaining  in  thofe  States,  might  even 
be  called  in  to  their  afliflance  :  An  idea, 
in  their  opinion,  atfording  very  ftrong 
hopes  of  a  fecond  Revolution,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  Great  Britain,  by  the  returning 
Dependence  of  America.  However  chi- 
merical the  latter  opinion  might  appear, 
there  is  little  doubt  of  its  having  had  many 
followers.  It  might  however  have  been 
prefumed,  that  fuch  frequent  tales  of  the 
fame  kind,  which  w^e  had  been  amufed 
xvith  during  the  war  (when,  amongfl;  the 
many  difputes  in  America,   no    one   ever 

turned 
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turned  their  views  to  Great  Britain)  would 
from  the  experience  of  their  fallacy,  have 
fpent  their  force  long  ago  ;  yet  at  this 
very  hour  they  continue  to  delude  us. 

The  other  general  fentiment,  of  a  new 
Government  not  fettling  without  diforder, 
was  natural  to  us  ;  fince  it  would  mofh 
probahly  have  been  the  cafe  in  Europe. 
It  has  happened  in  our  own  country,  and 
men  generally  reafon  from  the  experience 
they  have  of  their  own  affairs.  But  the 
Americans  having  no  powerful  neighbours 

to  watch  opportunities  of  increafing  their 
diflentions,  in  order  to  feperate  and  weaken 
them,  and  being  in  general,  or  the  greater 
part,  men  of  flrong  underftanding,  plain 
manners,  and  of  an  a6live  fpirit,  they  will 
be  found  equal  to  the  quieting  thefe  dif- 
orders,  and  cftablifhing  a  good  Govern- 
ment.   The  greatcll:  difference  of  manners 
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isbetwcen  the  New-En  gland  States,  and  all 
the  others  to  the  Weftvvard  or  Southward 
of  them.  Frequent  marks  of  mutual 
difgufl  were  formerly  ftiewn  ;  unconque- 
rable by  any  other  means,  than  our 
placing  them  in  one  common  lituation  of 
grievance  and  danger,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  During  that  period, 
their  mutual  fafety  obliged  them  to  keep 
clofely  conne^ed  together.  This  caufe 
being  now  at  an  end,  the  old  difputes  be- 
tween the  New-England  and  the  other 
States  (there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
dlfagreeraent  of  confequence  amongfl;  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States)  might  poflibly 
revive.  But  there  is  a  circumflance  that 
will  prevent  them  from  arifing  to  any  dan- 
gerous height.  This,  is  the  fettlement  of 
the  Refugees  in  fuch  great  numbers  in 
Nova-Scotia,  as  will  probably  prove  a 
conRaot  check  upon  the  New-England 
States.  The  inveteracy,  which  they  mu- 
tually 
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Uially  poffefs  to  each  other,  will  not  ccafe. 
in  the  prefent  age.  If  we  conficler  Ame- 
rica as  one  Union,  her  condud  in  fuffer- 
ing  fuch  a  number  of  enemies  to  be  col- 
le^led  in  one  body,  does  not  appear  to  be 
very  good  policy.  At  the  fame  time,  we 
cannot  but  admire  the  fortuitous  event, 
which,  by  bringing  them  fo  nearly  together, 
has  removed  the  greateft  danger  that  Ame- 
rica had  to  fear  from  internal  difputes. 

Although  the  diflrefs  which  America 
fell  from  the  ravages  of  the  war,  excited 
her  refentment  flrongly  againft  this  court- 
try  during  that  period,  yet  it  fubfided  very 
unexpectedly  at  the  peace.  For  it  is  owing 
to  fubfequent  circumflances,  that  the  pre- 
fent jealoufies  have  in  general  arifen.  But 
notwithRandingthat  their  refenlment  funk 
l.owards  this  country,  it  did  not  at  that  time 
towaids  the  Refugees :  Although  ithasfince 
greatly  abated.  It  is  too  fevere  a  tafk, 
to    walk   in    mournful     proccffion     over 

Q,  2  the 
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die  calamitous  fcenes    of  the    late  unhap- 
py    war.      Every   page     of    hifiory  that 
treats    of    civil    diffentions,    records  them 
as    productive    of    the     greatefl:   cruelties 
and     diftrefTes.        Like    family    quarrels, 
they  are  always  the  mofl  inveterate.     We 
are  therefore    not   to  be  furprized,   either 
at   the  paffions   of  the  Americans    having 
been    continually   goaded   by    the   fevere 
recolle^lion    of    the  lofs  of  a  hufband,  a 
wife,  a  parent,  or  a  child,  flill  fredi  in  their 
memories ;   nor  at  the  violence  of  the  Re- 
fugees, driven  from  their  poffeflions,  ajid 
themfelves   and  their  families    reduced  to 
penury  and  want.     When  the  Americans 
are  fettled  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  their 
refentments  will  entirely  fubfide.      Strong 
marks    of    this   difpofition    have   already 
appeared.     Many  Refugees  have  been  re- 
flored  in  different  parts  of  America.      An 
Ad   has   paffed  the   I.egiilature  of   South 
Carolina,    in  their    lafl;    Seffion,     entitled 
"  An  Ad  for  relloring  to  certain  perfons 

"  therein 
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^  therein  mentioned,  their  Eftates,  both 
"  real  and  perfonal  ;  and  for  permitting 
•'  the  faid  perfons  to  return  to  ihis  State." 
This  Act  extends  to  almofl  the  whole 
number,  feperaied  into  three  clafTes. 
The  firfl  clafs  are  reftored  uncondition- 
ally. The  fecond  upon  the  payment  of 
twelve  pounds  per  cent,  amerced  upon 
their  Eftates.  The  third  are  alfo  fubjed 
to  this  amercement,  and  are  declared  in- 
capable of  holding  any  place  of  profit 
or  truft  in  the  State,  for  fevcn  years. 
Such  an  example,  and  in  a  State  which 
has  fuifered  fo  deeply  by  the  war, 
greatly  more  than  any  other  part  of 
America,  affords  us  the  flrongefl  hope, 
that  It  will  be  followed  in  all  the  States  ; 
and  this  method  of  claffmg  the  Refugees, 
or  dlfllndions  of  a  fimilar  nature,  will, 
It  is  probable,  be  the  mode  adopted  by 
them. 


Q.3 
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The  fettlement  of  the  Conflhution  of 
Popular  Stales,  is  a  very  arduous  under- 
taking. The  difcuffions  of  them  are  in 
large  afTemblies,  full  of  a  divcrfity  of 
opinions,  and  carried  on  with  great  heat 
and  perfonal  warmth.  Men  of  temper 
and  moderation,  have  not,  in  general,  fo 
much  fuccefs  in  oppofing  precipitate  re- 
folutions,  as  thofe  of  hafly  and  violent 
difpolitions  have  in  carrying  them. 
When  this  happens,  tlte'ir  operation 
upon  men  of  the  former  charader  is  in 
various  ways.  Many  generate  fuch 
odium  by  their  refiflance  to  the  popular 
cry,  that  they  are  forcibly  driven  from 
Government  Some  are  difplcafed,  and 
throw  up  the  Adminiftration  in  difguft. 
Whilfl;  others,  who  have  Icfs  impatience  in 
their  difpofitions,  fubmit  to  the  vio+ence 
of  the  dorm,  and  preferring  the  poffef- 
fion  of  Government,  are  enabled  to  mo- 
derate intemperate  laws,  and  by  a  pru- 
dent 
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i3ent  and  mild  life  of  their  power,  to  bring 
the  people  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  con- 
dition. 

This  may  have  been  in  fome  meafure 
appUcable  to  America.  But  the  diforders 
v/hich     they    have    occafioned,    are    now 

greatly  compofed.  The  befl  men  of  the  feve- 
ral  States,  are,  in  general,  in  the  pofleffion. 
of  Government  ;  and  tranquillity  has  fuc- 
ceeded  (even  in  fuch  of  them  where  the 
war  raged  in  the  greateft  degree)  to  anarchy 
and  diftrefs.  In  the  interiour  parts  of  thofe 
States,  where  no  Courts  have  fat  for  many 
years,  the  Judges  have  been  perfeiSlly  well 
received  upon  their  circuits  ;  and  the  people 
were  fenfibly  pleafed  with  the  returns  of 
its  regular  Adminlflation  amongft  them. 
In  States  where  difputes  have  not  fubfided, 
fucli  as  Philadelphia,  where  two  parties, 
almoil:  equal,  are  oppofed  to  each  other, 
and  are  at  this  time  difcuffing  the  Conrti- 

0^4  tution 
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tution  of  Pennfylvania  with  heat  and 
violence,  the  foederal  union  does  not  appear 
to  be'  difturbed ;  fince,  in  the  month  of 
January,  when  thefe  difputes  in  Phila- 
delphia were  carried  to  a  very  great  length, 
the  Congrefs  at  Annapolis  paffed  unani- 
mous refolutions  in  affairs  of  the  greatefl; 
importance  to  the  whole  Union. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  it 
appeared  to  be  the  intention  of  America  to 
vefl:  all  future  commercial  regulations  in 
the  Congrefs.  This  intention  feems  to  be 
carrying  into  execution.  The  Legiflature 
of  South  Carolina  have  lately  paffed  the 
following  Acls,  viz.  "  An  Ad  for  inveil- 
"  ing  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af- 
fembled,  w4th  a  Power  to  levy  for  the 
United  States,  certain  Duties  upon  Goods 
*'  imported  into  this  State,  from  any  fo- 
^'  reign  Port,  Jfland,  or  Plantation."  Alfo, 
^'  An  Ad  to  authorife  the  United  States 
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f'  in  Congrefs  affembled,  to  regulate  Trade 
"  from  the  Britllli  Wefl  Indies."  This 
fully  ftiewsj  that  there  is  an  Union  for  the 
.General  Powers  of  Government ;  and  that 
their  difputes  are  merely  local.  The  dif- 
fentions  in  the  infancy  of  the  Roman  Com- 
monwealth, proved  of  no  real  Injury  to 
it,  nor  in  any  degree   impeded  its  growth. 

But  had  even  the  greateft  diforders  pre- 
vailed, and  a  want  of  good  Government 
continued  in  America,  it  docs  not  appear 
that  any  benefit  could  have  accrued  to 
Great  Britain  from  tiiis  fituation  of  the 
country.  It  mufl  be  again  urged,  that  we 
are  forbid  by  experience  to  expc£l  the  re- 
turn of  Dependence,  (and  in  the  prefent 
flate  of  the  two  countries,  it  is  by  no 
means  clear  that-  we  ought  to  hope  for  it) 
therefore,  the  fooner  the  country  is  fettled 
jn  its  new  Government,  the  fooner  would 

the 
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the  trade  be  opened,  and  profitable  Com- 
merce be  carried  on.  For  this  reafon, 
the  knowledge  which  we  had  of  our 
miitual  intei'ells,  Ihould  have  made  us 
early  in  acquielcing  in  all  that  concerned 
our  common  advantages. 


There  is  a  fpeculative  opinion,  formed 
by  thofe  perfons  who  are  pleafed  with  ex- 
ploring the  future  fituation  of  an  Empire, 
which  has  undergone  luch  a  mighty  re- 
volution, as  to  involve  in  fome  meafure 
every  Nation  in  Europe ;  that  it  is  by  no 
means  a  certainty,  that  the  Congrefs  will 
retain  a  permanent  authority  over  all  the 

States, much  longer  than  the  prefent  exigen- 
cies require,  for  the  compofmg  of  differences, 
the  fettlement  of  their  debts  and  revenues, 
and  the  eflablifhment  of  their  feverai  Go- 
vernments. Whatever  grounds  there  may 
have  been  for  this  opinion  at  the  peace, 
when   the   returning  difpofitions  of  .^me- 

»  rica 
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rica  appeared  to  carry  with  them  every 
mark  of  a  ftrong  dclire  of  reconciliation, 
they  are  now  become  lefs  probable.  For 
our  difpofitions  towards  the  Americans 
feemed  to  cool,  in  proportion  as  theirs 
warmed  towards  us.  An  apprehenfion  for 
their  general  fafety  appears  to  prevail 
amongfl:  them,  tending  to  unite  them  in 
the  clofeft  manner.  Perhaps  in  future 
times,  when  the  country  becomes  full  of 
people,  and  increafes  in  riches  and  ftrength, 
llich  an  event  may  happen. 

In  the  fird:  place,  the  interefts  of  the 
feveral  States,  in  many  refpeits,  militate 
againit  each  other.  In  the  next,  innume- 
rable fettlements  are  continually  form- 
ing in  the  vafl  countries  over  the  moun- 
tains ;  which,  increaling  ii)  time,  will 
probably  ere£l  Sovereignties  of  their  own. 
Inftead  of  Thirteen,  there  may  be  Thirty 

States,  or,   which  U   very  probable,  and 

will 
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will  therefore  include  their  interiour  fet- 
tlements,  the  divjfions  of  the  States  which 
have  been  mentioned  in  the  remarks  upon 
the  trade,  may  take  place,  and  there  may  be 
three  great  Pvepublicks,   according  to  the 
Similitude  of  their  manners,  cuftoms,  and 
commerce.  The  New-England  States  may 
make  one.     Nature  has  united  them  in 
the   ftrongefl   mannen      New- York,    the 
Jerfeys,   PennfylFania,    Delaware,  Mary- 
land, and  yi'-ginia  may  form  another,  the 
richefl:  and  moil  powerful.    I'he  third  may 
be    the   Carollnas    and  Georgia,    nations 
of  planters,  great  confumers  of  mauufac* 
tures,  and  full  of  luxurious  produce.     The 
Middle   States   will   command    the   great 
internal  Navigations,  flowing  through  the 
Hudfon   and  Delaware  Rivers,     and    the 
great  Bay  of  Chefapeak,  communicating 
by  feverai  portages,  with  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio,  and,  by  that  means,  with  the  whole 
interiour  country  over  the  mountains.     In 

thefe, 
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thefe,  and  particularly  m  the  Southern 
States,  are  the  mod:  fertile  lands,  and  the 
beft  climate  of  all  America ;  and  to  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  it  is  in  our  power, 
by  prudent  conduct,  to  make  Britifli  fliips 
the  carriers  of  the  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  exports  of  an  abundant 
produce  in  return.  All  our  confular  efla- 
blifliments  ought  to  be  made  upon  this 
fuppofition,  as  the  moft  natural  and  mofl 
conducive  to  our  interefls. 

If  there  is  any  Englifiiman  who  does 
not  regret  the  lofs  of  America,  he  does  not 
deferve  that  name  ;  but  to  fuppofe,  as  we 
have  been  ferloufly  told,  thct  Independence 
mufl  prove  ruinous  to  America,  requires 
more  belief  than  even  Engliflimcn  them- 
felvcs,  and  they  are  not  deficient  in  cre- 
dulity, poflefs.  It  is  too  much  to  fuppole, 
tliat  the  fnows  of  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia 
will  be  found  fo  full  of  temptation,  as  to 

caufe 
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catife  the  emigration  of  the  inhabitants  o{ 
the  United  States  ;  or  that  a  fix  months 
winter  will  be  fo  much  preferred,   as  to 

render  thofe  fertile  and  beautiful  coun- 
tries, fo  widely  extended  at  the  back  of 
the  Middle  and  Southern  States,  and  in 
which  a  perpetual  fummer  reigns,  deferted 
and  delblate.  The  attainment  of  Sove- 
reignty, by  any  people  who  have  fufficient 
internal  flrength  to  fupport  it,  can  never 
be  Injurious  to  themfelves.  The  States 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  were  not 
ruined  by  throwing  off  the  Government 
of  Spain,  and  yet  their  fituation  was  as- 
much  more  precarious  than  America,  as 
they  were  in  all  refpe6ls  inferiour  to  her 
in  power,  and  in  future  profped.  Such 
opinions  can  proceed  only  from  a  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  climate  of  the  different 
parts  of  North  America,  and  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  each  of  them. 
The  emigration  of  the  New-Englanders 

to 
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to  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia,  Is  not  very 
probable.  Their  emigration  indeed  has 
been  frequent  ;  for  New-England  was  be- 
come fo  full  of  people,  that  Colonies  were 
often  fent  from  amongft  them.  But  it 
was  to  a  beautiful  Region,  the  back  Coun- 
try of  the  Middle  and  Southern  States, 
not  to  the  fnows  of  Canada  and  Nova- 
Scotia.  If  at  any  future  period,  anarchy 
and  confufion  fliould  even  fo  hr  prevail 
in  the  United  States,  as  to  caufe  the  emi- 
gration of  any  of  its  inhabitants,  they  will 
retire  over  the  mountains,  probably  as  fiir 
back  as  the  brinks  of  the  Ohio  and  the 
Miffifippi,  where  numbers  are  already  fet- 
tled. 

Countries  which  have  feverelv  felt 
the  fcourge  of  war,  are  recruited  by  a 
very  few  years  of  peace.  Flanders,  which 
has  fo  often  felt  it,  is  one  of  the  ric'neft 
countries  in  Europe.     No  Engllfh  Trader 

refiifes 
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refiifes    to    truil:  a   German,   becaiife   hii 
country  was  lard  wafte  in  the  J  aft,   and 
almoft  in  every   continental  war.     Ame- 
rica,  though  loaded  with  debt,  has  fuf- 
ficient  refources  within   herfelf  to  pay  it. 
The  Colonies  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Canada, 
which  are  held  out   to  us  in  fo  glorious  a 
light,  will    never,    notwithftanding   their 
freedom  from  taxes,  Increafe  like  her  States, 
The  fuperiour  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
climate,  from  being   better  peopled,   and^ 
from  the  poffeflion  of  vafl:  trads  of  fertile 
lands  for  new  cultivation,  will  in  a  courfe 
of  years  remove  every  burthen  ariling  from 
her  debts. 

The  reafoning  of  thofe,  who  confider 
the  debt  of  America  as  fufficient  to  crufh 
her,  would  have  applied  perfectly  well 
forty  years  ago.  The  infancy  of  a  Coun- 
try is  the  time  when  taxes  are  feverely 
felt.  Her  wonderful  2/''owth  in  popula- 
tion' 
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tion  fince   that  period,   has  borne  her  up 
under  them  ;   and  as  (he  will  ftill  increafe 
both  in  riches  and  people,  thefe  burthens 
will  be  more  ealily  endured.     The  great 
danger  is  from  the   aptitude  of  her  prin- 
cipal towns  to   run  into   the   manners  of 
the    European    Nations,    and    lofmg   that 
funplicity  and  fpirit  of  frugality,   which 
is  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  that  great 
Continent. 

She  is  however  now  free  from  the  weight 
of  that  profufion,  which  wc  felt  from  our 
former  Adminiftration  of  America,  and 
therefore  no  comparifon  can,  with  pro- 
priety, be  formed  of  the  two  Governments. 
Her  eftablifhments  are  eafy  to  her.  Every 
Nation  in  Europe  folicits  to  partake  of  her 
Trade  ;  and  as  Commercial  Principles:  are 
now  well  known,  fhe  will  Und   llifficicnt 

R  markets 
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markets  for  her  produce,  flioukl  we  refufe 
to  receive  it. 

By  ferioufly  refle£ting  upon  our  own 
fituation,  and  endeavouring,  difpaffionately, 
to  repair  the  loffes  we  have  fuilained,  we 
fhall  be  better  able  to  recover  from  them« 
Our  fituation  is  bad,  but  not  defperate. 
The  reftoration  of  our  Commerce  muft  b^ 
tlie  means,  and  the  only  means,  of  the  re- 
fioration  of  our  Power.  It  is  an  a.<Sl  of 
wildnefs  and  defpcration,  to  fuppofe  Ame- 
rica lofl  to  us,  becaufe  fhe  is  comie6led 
with  France  ;  or  to  rejedl  her  with  horror, 
left  file  (liould  become  a  rival  to  our  Com- 
merce ;  which  it  is  our  own  actual  interefl 
to  fupport. 

To  become  flaves  to  our  prejudices,  and 
to  fuffer  them  to  poflefs  the  maftcry  over 
us;  to. run  headlong   into  hoftile  conten- 
tions, didated  by  pallion,  conducted  with- 
out 
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out  judgment,  and  producing  in  confe- 
quence  the  melancholy  efte6ls  of  debaling 
the  moft  glorious  Empire  of  modern  times, 
though  a  criminal  weaknefs  in  a  people, 
has  yet  this  plea  in  extenuation,  that  this 
ill  condu6t  was  produced  by  the  heat  and 
violence  of  refentment,  at  fuppofed  in- 
juries received.  But,  when  fatal  ex- 
perience has  fhewn  us  the  confequences  of 
fuch  hafliy  and  ill-timed  rcfentments,  and 
the  bleffings  of  peace  has  afforded  us  the 
opportunity  of  reafoning  coolly  upon  our 
pall  condutft,  furely  thofe  who  are  en- 
deavouring, by  every  artful  means,  to  keep 
alive  a  fenfe  of  injury,  to  feed  us  with 
the  hopes  of  revenge,  and  to  glut  us  with 
the  expectation  of  feeing  thofe,  whom  our 
arms  have  not  been  able  to  fubdue,  either 
falling  a  lacrifice  to  internal  divifions,  or 
to  foreign  enemies,  deferve  the  moft  feyere 
reprehenfion. 

R  5  To 
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To  what  other  caufes  than  the  induU 
gence  of  thefe  paffions  to  raife  our  anger, 
and  excite  our  contempt,  can  be  attributed 
the  introduction  of  fuch  fubje(5ls  (con- 
tinually to  be  met  with  in  the   Obferva- 

tions  of  the  noble  Author  upon  the  Com- 
merce   of   the   American    States)    as    the 
encroachments    upon    our    trade,    the    ill 
condud;  of  the  war,   the   miftakes  in   the 
boundary   lines  at  the  peace,   the   claims 
of  Snain  upon  Louihana,  the  debts  of  Vir- 
ginia  being   the   real  caufe  of  hoftiiities, 
the  advantages  of  the  piratical  States  of  Bar- 
bary,  the  want  of  courage  in  the  Americans, 
and  the  flicility  of  reducing  them  by  a  few 
itout  frigates,  Rationed  on  their  coafts.     It 
wdll  not  be  improper  to  fay  a  few  words 
on  thefe fubjecfs, the  reprefentationsof  which 
are  founded  either  upon  fillacious,   nuga- 
tory, or  vindictive  grounds. 

For 
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For  fuch  purpofes,  the  unaccountable 
nflertion,  that  "  America  has  robbed  us  of 
"  the  Export  Trade  of  Corn,  and  was  at- 
*'  tempting  to   rob  us  of  that  of  building 
**  (hips,"  appears  to  be  made.    The  former 
fubjecl   is  of  a  very  ferious  nature,   and 
obhges  us  to  afk,   whether  the  fupporters 
of  it  mean   to  arraign   the  Providence   of 
God,   becaufe   our  harvefls,  in  a  fcries  of 
years,  were   not   fufFiciently  productive  to 
afford   fuftenance   to   the    people  ;   whilfl 
America  was  blefled  with  abundance,  and 
like   another   Egypt   to   another   Canaan^ 
relieved   us    from  the   apprehenfion  of  a 
w^ant  of  food,  and  from  the  danger  of  po- 
pular commotions  to  obtain  by  force,  what 
the   poor   were    not   able   to   procure    by 
purchafe  r    Such  vv-as  the  Icarcity  of  corn 
in  this  country,  at  the  period  preceding  the 
American  war,  that  even  the  immenfe  im- 
portation s  from  thence  proved  no  more  than  a 
bare  fupply ;  and  had  not  the  abundant  liar- 

R  3  veils 
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Vefis  of  the  following  years  prevented  the 
danger,  which  the  fhutting  up  of  the 
American  ports  v^oiild  have  occafioned,  a 
famine  mufl:  have  ftiil  enfued. 

Our  future  pofleffion  of  the  Export 
Trade  of  Corn>  depends  wholly  upon  our 
harvefts.  If  they  are  more  abundant  than 
Gur  own  fupply  requires,  the  price  of  corn 
will  be  fufficiently  cheap  to  encourage  a 
.  demand  for  export.  If  they  are  not,  we 
muft  be  contented  to  fuffer  thole  Nations, 
to  poffefs  it,  who  have  a  greater  plenty. 

The  attempt  of  America  to  rob  us  of 
the  trade  of  building  fliips,  is  not  eafily 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  continual  aug- 
mentation of  that  branch  of  builnefs  at 
home,  and  the  confeqnent  advance  of  price. 
The  fad  was,  that  not  being-  able  to 
procure  a  fufficient  number  of  fliips  of  our 
own  built, to  anfwer  the.purpofes  required,. 

America 
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Aaierica  furniflied  us  with  f^-ich  a  fupply 
of  vcfltjls,  as  were  wanted  to  maintain 
the  Carrying  Trade,  which  had  rifen  to 
an  amazing  height  before  the  wan  This 
very  extenfive  Carrying  Trade  could  not 
have  been  fupportcd  without  this  fupply. 
The  laying  hold,  therefore,  of  this  oppor-^ 

tunity  to  exclude  the  American  Ihipping, 
will  not  be  finding  the  jewel  of  high  price 
that  we  are  taught  to  expert  ;  but  will 
prove,  on  the  contrary,  a  fcvcre  misfor- 
tune. Enough  has  been  already  faid  oil 
this  fubje6t. 

The  fuggeftidn  thrown  out,  of  *'  the 
'"  debts  of  the  Planters  in  Virginia  being 
^'  a  great  caufe  of  the  war,"  v/ill  not  en- 
gage a  moment's  attention,  whilft  fo  many 
real  and  oftenfible  caufes  appear.  It  is 
ncedlels,  therefore,  to  make  any  comment 
upon  it.  But  it  is  vei-y  neceffuy  to  take 
notice  of  fentiraents,  which  ftrike   at  our 

R  4  cha- 
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diaratSlers  as  men  of  humanity,  in  being 
deemed  encouragers  of  the  piratical  States 
of  Barbary.  The  tendency  of  this  opinion, 
(at  leaft  it  has  the  appearance  of  it)  is  to 
give  confolation  to  thofe,  who  are  enemies 
to  a  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  by  aflu ranees  of  "  its  not  being 
"  theinterefl:  of  the  great  Maritime  Powers 
**  to  prote6l  the  Americans,  (and  there- 
*'  fore  they  mufl  fufFer)  from  the  Barbary 
"  States."  As  men  who  have  the  benefit 
of  being  taught  by  the  mild  fpirit  of 
Chriftianity  (w^ould  we  were  under  its 
influence!)  fuch  an  opinion  ought  to  make 
us  blufh.  If  we  cannot  hinder,  we  might 
at  leaf!:  lament  the  misfortunes  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  who  fall  into  the  hands 
of  thefc  Barbarians.  But  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, that  America  is  in"  greater  danger 
than  thefe  very  Maritiirie  Powers,  who 
have  fufficient  humility  to  make  occafional 
prefents,  little  elfe  than  a  tribute,  to  pro- 
ted 
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te£l  their  Trade  from  depredation.  The 
fame  prefents  from  America,  it  ib'  pro- 
bable, will  produce  the  fame  effe(5ls.  Spain 
is  the  only  Nation  which  has  exerted  it- 
felf  lately,   in   endeavours   to   crufh   thefe 

pirates  by  force.  But  the  policy  itfelf 
of  encouraging  them,  from  the  idea  of 
their  being  of  ufc  to  the  great  Maritime 
Powers,  in  fupprefling  the  fhipping  of  the 
fmaller  ports,  is  not  gaining  the  purpofe. 
For  even  Great  Britain,  when  {he  found 
herfelf  diftreffed  by  having  a  part  of  her 
ufual  fupply  of  fhipping  cut  off  by  tlis 
American  war,  had  recourfe,  amidfl:  other 
refources,  to  the  Portuguefe  and  Italian 
States.  Thofe  very  people,  v»ho  are  faid 
to  be  the  principal  fuffcrers  by  the  Bar- 
bary  RovTrs,  produced  numbers  of  fl^iips, 
and  fupported  a  confiderable  part  of  our 
Carrying  Trade. 


If 
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If    we    are   fpeaking   in    the    fpirit   of 
Conciliation,    we  may   not    only   exped^ 
but  we  muil:  hope,  that  the  American  Cha- 
racier  will  not  be   a  martial  one.     Their 
fituation  in  a  world  of  their   own,  their 
diflance   from  European   contentions,  the 
employments  of  Agriculture   and    Com- 
merce,   which    are    the    employments   of 
Peace,  feem  to  promife  it.     But  when  the 
idea  "  of  the  American  Character  not  be- 
"  ing  a   martial   one,"   is   taken   up   with 
contempt,  when   it   is  attended   with  the 
goading  circumftance  of  calling  the  Ame- 
rican courage  in  quefiion,  by  transferring 
it  wholly  to  their  "  Irifh  Protestors,"  and 
''  to  the  ftrangely  conducted  war  which 
'^  has  been    carried  on  ;"    if  thofe   who 
vent   thefe   reproaches  were  to  make  trial 
of  the  American  Character,    they  would 
find  it  pretty  much  the  fame  as  the  reft 
of  the  world.     Mankind  60  not  greatly 
differ  in  point  of  courage.     It  might   be 

fup- 
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iuppofed,    that   we    had    fufficient   expe- 
rience of  the  folly   of  fuch  ophilons,  and 
how    mucli    they    have    already   coft   us. 
Many  certainly   did  not  apprehend  much 
difficulty,  in  the   march  of  a  fmall  body 
of  troops  through  the  country ;  or  in  "  a 
*'  few  fcout  frigates  cruizing  between  Ha- 
"  lifcix   and    Bermuda,   and    between   the 
"  latter  and  the  Bahamas,  completely  com- 
'*  manding  the  Commerce  of  this  mighty 
*'  Continent  :"   Yet,    tliough   they   found 
out  their  error,  the  fame  language  is  again 
refumed.   To  what  purpofe  are  fuch  hoftile 
opinions   refum.ed  in  this   hour  of  peace  ? 
To  keep  alive  refentment,  and  to  prepare 
the    Nation   for    another   American   war. 
Surely  the  laft  was  a  fufficient   monument 
of  our  loffes  and  difgrace,  to  make  us  de- 
{irous  of  profiting  by  the  peace  which  has 
followed  them,  and  not  to  revive  fallacious 
reprefentations  :  Concerning  which,  to  ufe 
other  words  of  the  noble  Author  of  tlie 

Ob- 
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Obfervatlons,    "  fuch    Prophets    have    iO 
*'  much  amufed  themfeives,  deluding  the 
"  unwary.'* 

But  it  is  not  from  words  affecting  the 
paffions  alone,  but  from  ftrong  incentives 
to  a(5lion,  that  we  are  in  danger  of  being 
drawn  into  difpute.  It  is  recommended  to 
the  Englifh  Nation,  which  has  found  itfelf 
under  the  neceility  of  furrendering  up  a 
mighty  Empire,  and  three  millions  ot 
people,  after  a  bloody  and  expenfive  con- 
teft,  to  be  drawn  into  a  new  quarrel  about 
a  few  miles  of  Territory,  in  the  wild  parts 
which  form  the  Eaftern  Boundary,  be- 
tween Alaffachufets  and  Nova-Scotia.  If 
this  Territory  is  in  the  State  of  Maffachu- 
fets,  which  it  is  defcribed  to  be,  is  not  the 
advice  to  preferve  it  as  a  pledge,  "  until 
*'  America  has  performed  the  feveral  arti- 
"  cles  of  the  Treaty  on  her  part,"  an 
obje£l  of    ferious    confideration    to     us  ; 

when. 


(     ^55     ) 

when  the  confequence  would  moft  pro- 
bably be  a  ftuTiulation  to  the  mutual  rc- 
fentment  of  the  people  of  New-England 
and  the  Refugees  againft  each  other,  at 
this  tunc  with  difficulty  reftrained  ?  If 
there  iiad  been  any  diitrufl:  of  the  United 
States  not  performing  their  part  of  the 
Treaty  there  were  other  more '  valuable 
pledges  than  the  Territory  of  Paffa?na- 
quaddy. 

It  is  too  ridiculous  to  dwell  fo  long  on 
this  little  Territory  of  Paliamaquaddy. 
It  would  be  equally  ridiculous  to  difpute 
any  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  im- 
menfe  Continent  in  the  interiour  parts  of 
North  America,;  which  might  have  been 
with  as  much  reafon  extended  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Aifinipoils,  as  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  Or  had  the  American  Commif- 
fioners  defired,  that  their  boundaries 
might  include  the  Mozemleeks,  the  Gnac- 

fitares, 
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litares,   the  Effanapes,  the  Naudoweflics, 
the  Pauls,  the  Black  and  White  Padoucas, 
the  Ozages,   the  Great  Meadows,  or  the 
Salt  Rocks,  our  Negotiator  would  not  have 
merited  ceiifure   *'  for  his  liherality,"    in 
very   civilly    according    to    their    wiflies ; 
iince  every  one  of  thofe  names  are  as  well 
known  in   the  map,    as  the   Lake  of  the 
V/oods,  or  the  upper  parts  of  the  Miffi- 
iippi ;   and  it  is  of  as  little   confequence, 
who  are  to  be  put  in  pofleflioi:^  of  them  by 
the  paper  on  which  the  Treaty  is  written. 
For  neither  of  the  parties   have,  or  wilt 
liave  in  future,  any  further  poffeffion   of 
'of  them  than  upon  that  paper.     We  may 
as  well  difpute  about  the  boundary  lines 
of  fome  country  in   the  Moon,  when  the 
making  of  Air  Balloons  is  fufficiently  im- 
proved,  to  permit  a  few  bodies  of  troops 
to  be  fent  up  to  f  ght  for  them. 

With 
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With  the  fame  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  tifeful  connexion   hetween  us,   are  we 
made  to   wander    through  the  Lakes   of 
America,    to   difcover  that   *'  there  is  hut 
"  one  mile  portage  hetween  Cayahoga  Ri- 
"  vcr,  that  empties  itfelf  into  Lake  Erie, 
*'  vAi\<^  finally  runs  into  the  River  St.  Law- 
"  rcnce,     and     the    River    Muflcinghum, 
*'  which  runs  into   the   Ohio,    and  com- 
*'  municates  with    the  Gulph  of  Mexico. 
''  Notwithftanding  the  navigation    of  the 
"  Rivers  St.  Lawrence  and  Miffifippi  is  ob- 
f  fl:ru(£t.d   in  Winter  and  Spring,   in  the 
firll:  by  ice,    and  in  the  lall:  by  the  rapi- 
f'  dity  of  the   waters,    and  notwithftand- 
*'  ing  the  diftance  is  not  above  iixty  miles 
"  between   the  navigable  part  of  the  Po- 
"  towmack,   which  runs  into  the  Chefa- 
"  peak,  and   a  navigable   branch  of  the 
*'  Ohio,    yet    the   River    St.    Lawrence, 
"  (the   exclulive  trade  of  which   belongs 
t'  to  Great  Britain)  the  Lakes,  the  Ohio, 

''  and 
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*'  and  the  Miffifippi,  will  be  the  principal 
"  communications  of  the  vafl:  country  be- 
*'  jond  the  mountains."  The  miflakes  of 
the  portage,  and  the  badnefs  of  naviga- 
tion in  America,  which  are  mentioned, 
are  not  neceflary  here  to  be  adverted  to. 
We  are  led  to  hope  that  ''  our  Iflands, 
*'  efpecially  Jamaica,  might  receive  fup- 

'^  plies  from  the  Miffifippi,  whiifl:  a  cargo 
''  might   at   the  proper  feafon   go  up  the 

'-  River,  if  it  is  open  to  us,  and  bring,  lum- 
^^  her,  cattle,  mules,  and  fupplies  of 
"  every  kind,  except  fifh." — A  lyftem  of 
trade  which,  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
T/ouId  bs  mofl  perfeiflly  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  our  Weft  India  Colonies  ;  pro- 
vided— That  the  Cayahoga  and  the  Mulk- 
inghum  Rivers  belonged  to  us — That 
the  navigation  to  the  St.  Lavv^'ence  was 
not  very  expenfive  and  full  of  obftruc- 
tions — ^That  the  St.  Lawrence    itfelf  was. 

not  fhut  up  fix  months   in  the  year,   and 

that 
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that  we  had  any  property  at  all  in  the  Mlf- 
fifippi  ;  or,  iii  the  mode  of  expreffion 
iifed  by  the  noble  Author,  if  it  was  open  to  us. 
That  unfortunate  monofyllable  if,  could 
k  be  got  the  better  of,  would  make  all 
the  difference  which  is  dated  in  our  fitua* 
tion. 

It  is  not  the  wild  hope  of  fupplying 
bur  Weft  India  Ifiands  with  lumber  and 
provifions  from  the  Miffifippi,  or  any  ex- 
pedation  of  advantage  to  Great  Britain, 
or  the  Colonies  of  Nova- Scotia  or  Canada, 
(at  leafl  with  many  of  thofe  who  difplay 
this  fcene)  but  the  profpe6l  which  they 
form  in  their  imagination,  and,  which  tliey 
fuppofe  will  open  from  the  following 
caufes  :  From  internal  difputes  in  the  fet- 
tlement  of  Colonies  to  the  wcftward  of 
the  mountains — from  the  interference  of 
Spain,  "  in  (as  we  are  told)  her  probable 
"**-  claim  upon  that  part  of  Louifiana  given 

S  !'  up 
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"  up  by  the  late  Treaty,"  and  from  the 
produillon  of  new  wars  in  confequence. 
Divide  et  impera  is  the  malevolent  prin- 
ciple of  fome  Governments.  Let  fiich 
policy  be  confined  to  Europe,  where  it  is 
more  known  and  praclifed.  But  let  a 
more  benevolent  fpeculation  be  made  of 
the  future  profpefts  of  the  New  World. 
We  are  wearied  with  the  defolatioB  of 
the  rich  and  beautiful  regions  of  Afia,  and 
of  the  Eaft,  fo  full  of  people  in  ancient 
times,  but  now  almoil:  depopulated  by 
their  ferocious  Mailers.  Let  us  at  leaii 
have  the  confolation  of  a  brighter  view  of 
the  equally  beautiful  Region  of  the  Weftern 
World,  where  millions  of  people  mufl, 
in  the  common  courfe  of  human  events, 
expand  themfelves,  in  many  places  un- 
knowing of,  and  unknovvn  to  Europe. 
In  thofe  fituations  which  approach  nearefl 
to  the  prefent  United  States,  we  may  have 
the  means,  if  we  have  the  inclination,  (but 

the 
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the  fucccfs  of  which  will  entirely  depend 
upon  the  meafurcs  we  take  at  this  time) 
of  fending  fupplies  of  our  manufactures, 
through  the  medium  of  the  American 
fea-ports.  It  is  not  therefore  our  intereft, 
it  does  not  become  our  dignity^  to  en- 
courage inimical  (cntiments.  The  hap- 
pier America  is,  the  greater  her  wealth, 
and  the  more  extended  her  commerce,  the 
more  beneficial  will  her  connexion  be  with 
that  European  Nation,  which  is  the  wifcft 
to  hold  out  her  arms  to  receive  her. 

The  ccffiuion  of  hoftiiitics  feemcd  to 
have  turned  the  tide  of  the  affeclions  of 
America  towards  this  country,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  calamities  which  fhe  had 
fuitered  by  the  war.  The  voyages  of 
(hips  intended  for  France  were  counter- 
manded, and  they  entered  the  Britifli  ports. 
This  difpofition  continued  till  our  Wefl 
India  ports  were  Ihut  againft  them.    Many 
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of  the  orders  for  goods  which  were  fent 
to  this  country,  were  accompanied  both 
by  produce  and  fpecie.  It  was  fuppofed, 
that  the  country  was  over- flocked  by  Eu- 
ropean commodities,  but  it  proved  other- 
wife.  Goods  in  general  have  fold  well 
in  America ;  and  though  the  dearer  and 
leffer  parts  of  confumption  have  not  had 
fo  much  encouragement,,  (which  however 
daily  increafe  in  demand)  yet  the  cheaper 
and  larger  parts  have  fold  to  great  profit. 

The  experience  of  a  century  has  (as  the 
noble  Author  ftiles  it)  made  "  the  youth- 
*'  ful  ardour  of  grafplng  at  the  Americaa 
"  Trade,"  grey  in  the  employment.  But 
whatever  affectation  of  youth  it  might 
now  be  fuppofed  to  difplay  on  our  fide, 
it  would  neverthelefs  be  flill  wife  ija  us 
to  run  a  race  with  any  Foreign  Nation, 
however  eager  fo-  it,  fooner  than  lofe  any 
part  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  retain.     If 

the 
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the  Foreigner  has  fuffered  by  his  rafh  and 
early  adventures,  his  lofles  will  be  our 
gain.  But  as  Commerce  is  fluctuating, 
and  as  a  firfl  lofs  often  prompts  the  Mer- 
chant to  try  a  fecond  adventure  to  repair  it ; 
as  the  Poet  beautifully  exprefles  it, 

Mox  reficit  rates 
QuafTas,  indocilis  pauperiem  pati  5 

We  {hould  not  reftraln  our  Merchants,  but 
do  our  part  to  open  the  Trade,  and  leave 
the  reft  to  their  difcretion.  They  are 
men  of  ability,  induflry,  and  experience  ; 
and  if  we  repair  the  broken  road,  we  may 
fafely  trull:  the  journey  to  their  care.  But 
if,  perfifting  in  our  former  haughtinefs, 
we  rely  upon  the  necellity,  which  we 
think  the  Americans  are  under  of  taking 
our  manufa£lures,  we  may  draw  the  cord 
too  tight,  and  occafion  its  breaking  in 
our    hands,    and    plunging   us    into    that 

mire  into  which   our   folly  has  led  us. 

The  Americans,  in  their  principal  towns, 
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are    already   relapfing    into    their    former 
luxury  and  enjoyments.     The  war   pre^ 
eluded  them  for  a  time ;  but  a   fpirit  of 
indulgence   now   breaks    forth,    with  in- 
creafed   force  ;   and   the   orders  for   roods 

o 

which  have  been  lately  tranfmitted,  are 
filled  with  as  many  fuperfluities  as  necef- 
faries.  This  is  not  a  w^ife  conduct  in  the 
infancy  of  a  new  Repubhck  ;  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  which  ought  to  be  founded  in 
examples  of  frugality,  not  of  luxurious 
enjoyments.  But  if  their  own  Govern- 
ments have  not  this  confideration,  and 
they  offer  a  Trade,  which  mufl:  in  fome 
meafure  produce  a  flate  of  Dependence 
upon  Europe,  it  w^ill  not  be  a  wife  con- 
duct in     us    to   neglect  fo  advanta^^eous 

a  profpecl ;  which  will  be  attended 
with  the  greateft  benefit  to  ourfelves, 
by  difpofmg  of  our  manufadures  for 
ufcful  commodities,  both  for  our  own 
confumption  and  for  export.  They  will, 
bcfdes,  come  to  us  for  ordination  for  their 

Clergy, 
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Clergy,  for  Mafters  to  educate  their  chil- 
dren, and  for  free  communication  in  all 
thofc  habits,  from  which  the  clofefl  con- 
nexions are  derived. 

As  the  Definitive  Treaty  with  America 
is  now   figned,   and  the  Ratifications  ex- 
changed, and  as  a  ParHamentary  Delibe- 
ration upon  her  Commerce  with  this  Coun- 
try has  been  too  long  delayed,  we  fhould 
be  vigorous   in    our   exertions,     to  make 
amends  for  our  delay,    and  to  improve  the 
advantages  which  are  ftillleft  to  us.  France, 
apprehenfive  of  them,   is  fully  fenfible  of 
her  danger,    in  the  refloration  of  our  an- 
cient Commercial  Connexion  ;   and  no  cir- 
cumflance  efcapes  her  vigilance  at  home, 
or  the  vigilance  of  her  Minifter  in  Ame- 
rica, which  can  flatter  the  pride,  or  cherifh 
the  refentment  of  the  United  States  againft 
us.    She  has  blinded  our  eyes,  by  avoiding 
every  national  regulation,    which  fhe  fup- 
pofes  would  give  this  Country  the  alarm  ; 
whilH:,  at  the  fame  moment,  Ihe  grants  to 
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the  Citizens  of  America  all  manner  of  prU 
vate  indulgencies.     Under  the  confLrudioa 
of  the  doubtful  words  of  a  Public  Procla- 
mation, they  are  admitted  into  the  French 
Weft  India  ports.     And  there  is  hardly  a 
requeft  made  by  an  American  Merchant  in 
France,   for  any  particular  indulgence  to 
his  trade,    which  is  not  readily  granted; 
attended,  at  the  fame  time,  by  perfonal  at- 
tention  and   civilities.     By    thefe  means, 
they  are  daily  gaining  the  trade,    and  im- 
proving upon  the  affe6lions  of  the  Citizens 
of  the  United  StcTtes,  without  exciting  the 
leaft  jealoufy  in  us.    But  this  is  an  habitual 
and  fuccefsful  pradice  of  the  Court  of 
France;     and   w^e    are    fuch    a    credulous 
people,    that  notwithftanding  our  having 
continually  futfered  by  this  condudl  in  that 
Court,    we   never    fhevv,    in   return,    any 
other  than  a  forgiving  and  a  forgetful  dif-- 
pofition.     She   thus    fpares  neither  art,  in- 
fluence, or  money,   to  entd  her  purpofcs. 
She  has  Confuls,  and  Vice-ConfulsjAgentSg 

toth 
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both  public  and  private,  diflribiited  and 
penfjoned  in  every  part  of  America.  Her 
appointments  nre  liberal  and  magnificent; 
whilfl  many  of  our  friends  in  thofe  States, 
who  are  at  the  fame  time  (incerely  attached 
to  the  mutual  interefts  of  both  Countries, 
have  been  left  without  fiipport. 

It  is  not,   however,    dlmcult  for  us  to 
counterad  her  defigns.     We  can  do  it  with 
little  trouble,  and  as  little  expence.     A  Mi- 
nlfler  of  good  fenfe,  and  commercial  know- 
ledge,   more   eminent  for    a  plainnefs  of 
manners,   neceilluy  to  live  in  habits  with 
a  fenfible  and  plain  people,   than  for  the 
greatnefs  of  his  birth,  or  the  fplendour  of 
his  titles — Three  Confuls  for  the  New- 
England,   the  Middle,  and  the  Southern 
States  (the  Conful  for  the  Middle  States  to 
te  at  the  fame  time  Conful-General)  pof. 
feffing  the  fame  qualities,  living  in  famili- 
arity  with    the,  people,     and  judicioufly 
chuhng  the  Vicc-Confuls  in  the  different 

ports 
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ports  (which  would  be  little  or  no  charge 
to  Government)  w^ould  produce  the  effed: 
in  a  very  fhort  time,  of  making  this  Coun- 
try  once  more    the   centre  of  American 
Commerce.     It  is,  perhaps,    too  early  to 
hope  for  a  Treaty  of  AUiance.     But  there 
mufl  be  a  Treaty  of  Commerce,  to  compre- 
hend the  whole  of  the  United  States,    as 
one  Union ;    otherwife  the  feperate  A(5ls  of 
each  State  may  tend  to  confufion,    and  be 
produdive  of  difputes.     At  the  fame  time, 
a  plain  A£t  of  Parliament,    avoiding  all 
manner  of  reference  to  former  Acls,  and  en- 
larged in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  compre- 
heniive  of  the  duties  and  regulations  of  the 
whole  Trade,  ihould  be  paffed.  *    It  would 
make  our  Laws  of  Trade,  relpedling  Ame- 
rica,  familiar  and  eaiy  to  her  Merchants, 
encouraging  them  to  form  connexions  with 
us,   which  the  Iniiilarity  of  our  language 
and  manners  would  mature  into  a  perfect 

union. 

Our 

*  The  Plan  of  an  A  61  of  Farliament  is  annexed  to- 
thefe  ConfKieration" 
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Our  intereft  demands  that  this  Union 
fhould  take  place  with  frankiiels,  and  with 
the  warmcft  return  of  ancient  aifedlion. 
We  have  no  better  means  of  judging  of  the 
future,  than  by  a  recolledion  of  former 
benefits.*  Our  habits  are  made  to  each 
other.  Wc  are  defccnded  from  one  com- 
mon ftock  ;  and  though  unhappy  difputes 
have  feperated  us  for  a  feafon,  the  day  of 
ReconciHation  is  arrived,  which,  we  hope, 
will  unite  us  again  for  ever. 

The  clofer  this  Union^  the  greater  ad- 
vantages will  accrue  to  us  from  it.  We 
have  terrified  ourfelves,  unneceflarily,  with 
the  fear  of  lohng  our  Acl  of  Navigation; 
a  fecurity  which  is  rendered  ftill  ftronger 

by 

*  It  is  a  remark  which  would  have  been  made 
with  greater  propriety  in  the  former  part  of  this 
Work,  that  fuch  was  our  Trade  with  America  be- 
fore the  War,  that  in  December  1774,  fix  millions 
were  owing  from  it.  Yet,  in  December  1775,  two 
millions  only  remained  ;  four  millions  having  beeo 
jemitted  during  that  year. 


(   270   ) 

by  the  fuperlorky  of  our  flipping.  We 
arc  now  as  unneceflaril/  terrifying  our- 
felves  with  the  apprehenfioii  of  feeing  our 
Country  depopulated  by  emigration.  The 
beautiful  Ifland  of  Great  Britain  will  never 
want  inhabitants,  fo  long  as  fhe  poiTefles 
that  wife  and  equal  Government,  which 
gives  fo  vivifying  a  power  to  Agriculture, 
Manufacture,  and  Commerce.  When  fhe 
lofes  this  peculiar  and  invaluable  diftinc- 
tion,  the  emigration  of  her  people  will  be  very 
great.  But  till  this  happens,  thofe  only  will 
emigrate,  who  either  have  not  a  luffici- 
cncy  to  make  them  eafy,  or  being  dif- 
gufted  by  difippointments,  are  uncom- 
fortable  at  home  :  Or  the  idle,  and  dillb- 
lute,  who  are  burthenfome  to  the  com- 
munity. The  removal  of  people  of  thele 
defcriptions  are  of  no  injury  to  the  State, 
The  firfl:,  though  in  this  fettled  country 
they  are  not  able  to  provide  the  comforts 
of  life  fufficiently  for  their  famihes,will  find 
their  labours  attended  with  better  fuccefs 
in  the  Nev%^  World ;  at  the  fame  time,  that 

they 
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they  leave  room  for  the  greater  exercife  of 
the  hidiiftry  of  their  neighbours,   by  the 
larger  fpace  that  is  left  for  them.     Thofe 
of  the  latter  defcription  can  be^well  fpared  ; 
and  from  being  idle  drones  in  one  country, 
they  will  be  compelled    to  work  like  the 
jnduftrious  bee   in  another,  for  their  daily 
bread.      Such    emigrations,    whilft  they 
quicken    the    diligence  of  thofe  who  re« 
main  behind,   carry  with  them  the  name 
of   Englifhmen  to    the   remotcfl    parts ; 
where  the  Eftates  which  they  create,  will 
be  entailed  with  their  language  and  man- 
ners,    upon    their  poftcrity ;    forming  an 
Union  that  will  lafl  for  ages. 

Nothing  remains,  but  to  explain  the 
particular  motives  which  induced  the  Au- 
thor to  intrude  thefe  Obfcrvations  on  the 
world.  They  arofe  from  a  well  grounded 
apprehenfion  of  the  danger,  which  an 
improper  refentment  of  the  pafl:  quarrel, 
and   an  iil-timcd  contempt  for  a  future 

con- 
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connexion  with  America,  would  probabl/ 
bring  upon  this  Nation.    He  does  not  fup- 
pofe  the  fubjed   to  be  popular.     But  this 
has  been  the  fate  of  every  attempt  to  op- 
pofe  thofe  meafures,   which  at  length  tore 
afunder   with    violence,      the     connexion 
which  had   {o  long,    and  {o  happily  fub- 
fifled  between  the   two    Countries.        It 
w^as  lufficient  formerly  to  fupport  an  oppo- 
lition  to  thofe  meafures,  although  founded 
upon  the  mofl  folid  experience,  and  which 
have  been  fully  verified  by  the  event,  to  be 
deemed  inimical  to  our  own  country.     It  is 
fufficient  at  this  time,  to  fupport  an  opi- 
nion of  the  propriety  of  endeavouring   to 
reftore   this    broken    connexion,    by  thofe 
conciliatory  means,    which    befl   tend   to 
regain   the    afFeftions    of  a  people,    from 
■whom  we  bave  derived,    and  from  whom, 
we  may  yet  derive  the  mofl  folid  benefits, 
to  be  deemed  the  Sacrificer  of  the  Interefls 
of  Great    Britain    to  thofe   of    America. 
However  laudable,    however  necelTary  the 

pur- 
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purfulr,  there  is  a  prejudice  among  us 
ariling  from  intemperate  pafllon,  and  the 
vexation  x)f  difappointment,  that  preckides, 
obftrucls,  or  in  fome  fliape  or  other,  ulti- 
mately deftroys  it.  The  interefts  of  both 
countries  are  the  fame.  The  art  of  man 
cannot  devife  a  method  of  feperation, 
which  will  not  be  prejudicial  to  both* 
The  ruin  of  Great  Britain  will  materially 
affed  America.  The  ruin  of  America 
will  materially  affect  Great  Britain.  If 
fuch  opinions  have  not  the  good  fortune  to 
pleafe,  the  Author  will  feel  a  fenfible  con- 
cern ;   but  having, 

*'  Mens  fibi  confcia  recti," 

he  mufl  confole  himfelf  with  the  reflec- 
tions ariling  from  it.  He  writes  only  to 
difcover  truth,  which  he  has  endeavoured 
to  do  with  fidelity  and  attention.  Others 
may  eifecl  it  with  greater  ability,  no  one 
with  a  more  fincere  dcfire  of  doing  good 
to  his  country. 

Such 
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Such  were  the  motives  that  adiuaCed 
him  in  the  produdlioii  of  this  Work.     It 
is  offered  with  the  humility  which  becomes 
an  EngUfliman  at  this  period,  when   the 
diftreffes  of  the  Empire  call  for  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  wifefl:,  to  remove  them  from 
us.     If  there  is   any  thing  in  them  con- 
trary to  the  good  of  either  country,  it  is 
mod  lincerely  fubmitted  to  the  judgment 
of  more  able  and  intelligent  men.     In  na- 
tional matters  of  this  important  concern, 
it  would  be  prefumptlon   to  fuppofe,  that 
imagination  may   not  have  crept  in  with 
reafon,  or  error  with  truth.     Fallibility  is 
the  conftant  attendant  upon  human  na- 
ture.    The  Author  has  taken  pains  care- 
fully to  colle6l  the  moft  known  and  ap- 
proved fa(5ls,   which  relate  to  the  fubje6t, 
Thefe  will  fpeak  for  themfelves,  when 
the  opinions  which  he  has  formed  upon 
them  are  forgotten,  and  In  the  duft. 

FINIS. 
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IT  is  to  be  hoped  that  Great  Britain  and  America 
will  (peedily  fettle,  bv  treaty,  the  commerce  of  the 
two  countries,  upon  a  fatisfaftory  and  folid  foundation. 
The  clofer  their  union,  the  o-reater  will  be  their  mu- 
tual  advantages.  Upon  this  ground,  and  in  this  hope, 
the  following  plan  of  an  a6l  of  parliament  (when  the 
feveral  parts  which  relate  to  tlie  duties,  are  properly 
inveftigated)  is  with  deference  offered  to  the  Public. 


CONTENTS    OFTHE    BILL. 

Clause  i.  iN  O  goods  to  be  imported,  or  exported, 
but  in  J5ritifli-buik  fhips,  or  in  fhips  of  the  built  of 
the  United  estates,  the  property  of  Britifti  fubje<its,  or 
the  joint  property  of"  Britifh  fubjedls  and  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  or  in  (hips  of  the  built  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  property  of  the  citizens 
thereof. 

2.  Ships  of  the  built  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
perty of  Britifh  fubjects,  or  the  joint  property  of 
Britifli  fubjecls  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  deemed  Britiih-built  fhips. 
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3.  Such  fhips,  on  reporting  in  Great  Britain,  to 
deliver  a  certificate  of  their  built. 

4.  On  their  arrival  in  the  Weft  Indies,  before  they 
take  in  a  loading  for  Great  Britain,  to  produce  the 
certificate  of  their  built. 

5.  Such  fliips,  on  their  arrival  in  Great  Britain,  to 
be  regiftered. 

6.  Certificate  of  the  regifter  to  be  delivered  to  the 
mafter. 

7.  On  the  fhip's  name  being  changed,  to  be  regif- 
tered de  novo. 

8.  On  a  certificate  being  loft,  a  new  one  to  be 
granted. 

9.  Ships  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  be  fubjedi: 
only  to  the  fame  port  charges  as  Britifti  fliips, 

10.  Any  doubts  arifing  of  the  built  or  property 
of  fhips  of  the  United  States,  officers  may  examine. 

11.  The  mafter,  on  reporting  and  clearing  out- 
wards, to  give  a  true  account  of  his  fliip  and  the  goods 
on  board.  A  provifo  that  no  certificate,  bond,  &c.  be 
required  from  fhips  of  the  United  States. 

12.  Bond  to  be  taken  for  all  Britifti  fliips,  entering 
out  for  the  United  States,  to  return  to  Great  Britain. 

13.  Goods  of  the  growth,  Sec.  of  the  United  States, 
chargeable  with  duties,  enumerated. 

14.  Goods  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  imported  duty  free,  enumerated. 

15.  Goods  for  dyers  ufe,  though  not  of  the 
growth,  &c.  of  the  United  States,  to  be  imported  ia 
iheir  fliips,  chargeable  with  duties,  enumerated. 

16.  Goods,  though  not  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  imported  duty  {ree  in  their  fhips, 
enumerated., 

Goods 
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17.  Goods  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  the  United  States, 
not  enumerated,  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  duties  on  fimilar 
goods. 

18.  All  bounties  formerly  paid  upon  the  impor- 
tation of  goods  from  the  United  States,  to  ceafe. 

19.  Goods  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  the  United  States, 
liable  to  duties,  to  be  put  into  the  king's  warehoufss 
upon  bond. 

20.  Not  to  he  landed  until  due  entry  is  made  at  the 
cuftom-houfe. 

21.  Importer  may  affix  a  lock  to  the  warehoufe, 
which  the  officer  is  required  to  do,  and  to  grant  ac- 
cefs,  at  all  reafonable  hours,  to  the  importer,  to  exa- 
mine and  receive  the  goods,  but  not  lefs  than  one 
package  at  a  time. 

22.  Certificate  of  the  duties  being  paid,  or  fatisfied, 
to  be  produced  before  delivery  of  the  goods. 

23.  The  duties  not  fatisfied  within  months, 
commiffioners  may  direct  the  goods  to  be  fold,  to  pay 
the  charges. 

24.  Marks  to  be  put  upon  each  package,  and  the 
weight  or  gauge  entered  in  books,  kept  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Warehoufe-keeper  to  deliver  in  an  account  to  the 
Commiffionercs  every  fix  months. 

Any  goods  delivered  out  before  duties  are  paid, 
warehoufe-keeper  to  be  rendered  incapable  and  for- 
feit        pounds. 

25.  May  be  delivered  out  of  the  warehoufe  for 
exportation,  upon  fecurity  being  given. 

26.  No    tobacco   to   be    imported   in  cafks   under 
lbs. 

27.  Indigo  not  to  pay  duty  on  exportation. 

A  2  28,  Bountiei 
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28.  Bounties  to  be  granted  on  the  exportation  of 
gunpowder,  fail  cloth,  filk,  refined  fugar,  Britifh  and 
Irifli  linen. 

29.  Goods  chargeable  with  duties  on  exportation, 
enumerated. 

30.  Foreign  goods,  exported  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  entitled  to  the  fame  drawback  of  duty,  and 
fubje£l  to  the  fame  regulations,  as  if  exported  to  fo- 
reign parts.- 

31.  Goods,  not  enumerated,  fubje£l  to  regulations 
on  fimilar  goods  exported  by  Britifh  fubjeits. 

32.  Ships  of  the  built  of  the  United  States,  the 
property  of  the  citizens  thereof,  or  qualified  as  Britifh 
fhips,  may  trade  between  the  United  States,  and  the 
plantations  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies. 

2;^.  Goods  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  the  United  States, 
which  may  be  imported  into  the  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica and  the  Weft  Indies,  enumerated. 

34.  Goods  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  the  Plantations 
in  that  part  of  America  called  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
may  be  exported  to  the  United  States,  enumerated. 

35  General  claufe,  fubje<Sing  goods  liable  to  duty 
to  the  regulations  in  ufe. 


A    BILL 
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B 


FOR     THE 


EJlabliJhment  and  Regulation  of  the  Trade  be- 
tween the  Subje£ls  of  Great  Britain^  and  the 
Citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

W  HERE  AS  it  is  expedient  to  remove  the  obftruiflions 
which  at  prefent  affedt  the  trade  carried  on  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  to  eftablifti  the  fame 
upon  a  folid  and  permanent  foundation  : 

1.  Be  it  enabled,  &c.  That  no  goods  or  commodities,       ^^  g^ods  to 
of  the  srowth,   produftion,  or  manufadure  of  Great  be  imported,  or 

,  .       exported,  but  ni 

Britain,  or  of  any  land,  ifland,  plantation,  or  terri-  BritiiTi  -  buiic 
tory,  which  now,  or  fhall  hereafter,  belong  unto,  or  {h-J^  '  of  the 
be  in  the  poiTelTion  of  his  maieftv,  his  heirs,  and  fuc-   buiitof  theUni- 

'  ^  J       /'  ^  ted    States,  the 

ccflbrs,   fhall   be  exported   to   the   United   i5tates   of  property  of  Bri- 

.  .  .  tiili  fubjedls  j  or 

A  3  America  j 
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the  joint  proper.    America  ;  or  any  goods  or  commodities,  of  the  growth 

t^ofBritiihfub-  '.  /f       r-JTT     ■       JC.  f       u 

jefts,   and   the   Of  production  of  the  laid  United  States,  or  any  ot  the 
sSes"-  "or^fn   territories  thereof,  be  imported  into  Great  Britain,  or 

ftips  of  the  built   any  land,  ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as  aforefaid, 

of   the    U-.ifed         .'  '  '   r  : 

States   and  the   othcrwife  than  in  fuch  fhip  or  fliips,  vefiel  or  veliels, 

chi^mth/reo^t!  ^s  ^^e  herein  after  defcribed—that  is  to  fay— in  fuch 
fhips  or  vefTels  as  do  truly,  and  without  fraud,  belong 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  land,  ifland, 
plantation,  or  territory  as  aforefaid,  as  the  proprietors 
or  right  owners  thereof  according  to  law  ;  whereof  the 
mafter  and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners  are  Britifti 
fubjeils ;  or  in  fuch  fhips  or  veffels  as  are  of  the 
built  of  the  faid  United  States,  and  are  the  property 
of  Briiifti  fubjeds,  or  the  joint  property  of  Britifh  fub- 
jeds  and  citizens  of  the  faid  States,  both  in  the  man- 
ner and  under  the  regulations  herein  after  prefcribed 
by  this  acl,  and  navigated  as  aforefaid  ;  or  in  fuch  fhips 
or  veffels  as  do  truly  and  without  fraud  belong  to 
the  citizens,  and  are  of  the  built  of  the  faid  Uni- 
ted States;  under  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  and 
lofs  of  all  fuch  goods  and  commodities,  and  of  the 
ihip  or  vefTel  in  which  they  were  imported  or  exported, 
with  all  her  guns,  tackle,  furniture,  ammunition,  and 
apparel ;  one  moiety  of  the  fame  to  the  ufe  of  his 
majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceiTors,  the  other  moiety  to 
the  ufe  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  will  feize  on, 
inform,  or  fue  for  the  fame,  or  the  value  thereof;  to 
be  fued  for,  levied,  recovered,  or  mitigated,  by  fuch 
means  or  methods,  as  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture 
is.  Or  may  be  recovered  or  mitigated,  by  any  law  or 
laws  relating  to  his  majefty's  revenue  of  excife  or 
cuftoms,  or  by  any  of  them  ;  or  by  a£tion  of  debt, 
bill,  plaint,  or  information  in  any  of  his  majefly's 
courts  of  record  at  Weftminfter  for  that  part  of  Great 

Britain 
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Britaia  called  England  j  or  the  courts  of  Exchequer 
at  Edinburgh,  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland ;  any  law,   ftatutc,  or  cuftom,  to  the  con- 

,     -  ,  o        ,•  Ships   of  the 

trary  notwithftanding.  bu;it.,itheUni- 

2.  And  be  it  enafled,  &c.   That   any  fliip  or  velTel,    ted  Sta  es,  the 

•ir-jTT-JC  property  if  Bri- 

built  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  laid  United  5;atts,  ti/h  fubjefts,  or 
belonging  truly,and  without  fraud,to  the  citizens  of  the  [yVfK^i'.Kbl 
fame,  or  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  or   of  any   jccis   nd  theci- 

.  tizensof'he  U- 

]and,  ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as  aforeU\id,  or  nited  .=;tir<-s  to 
being  the  joint  property  of  Britilh  fubjcdls  and  the  ^i^^ruUclhf;': 
citizens  of  the  faid  States  ;  and  making  her  firft  voyage 
from  the  place  where  (he  was  built  to  Great  Britain, 
or  from  any  of  the  ports  within  the  faid  United  States 
at  which  (he  (hall  take  in  her  lading;  of  goods  for  the 
fame,  or  which  (hall  proceed  with  her  firft  lading  of 
goods  to  any  land,  ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as 
aforefaid,  in  America  or  that  part  called  the  Wefl-In- 
dies,  and  on  difcharging  the  fame  (hall  take  in  another 
lading  of  goods,  and  (hall  proceed  with  the  fame  directly 
to  Great  Britain  ;  three-fourths  of  her  mariners  being, 
at  the  time  of  taking  in  the  faid  laft-mentioned  goods, 
Briti{h  fubjedts ;  and  alfo  conforming  to  the  fcverul  regu- 
lations prefcribed  by  this  ad,  (hall  from  thence  forward 
be  deemed  and  pafs  as  a  fhipof  the  built  of  GreatBritain, 
or  any  of  his  majcfty's  dominions,  and  ihall  be  qualified 
to  trade  from  or  in  any  part  of  the  fame,  any  law, 
(tatute,  or    cuftom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  mafter  of  every 

fuch  (hip  or  vefiel  which  (hall  be  built  in  anv  of   the        ^"'^'^    Aips 

•*  on  repo'ting  iq 

faid  United  States,  and  to  be  deemed  and  pafs  as  afore-    G.e.,tBritain,:o 
faid,  (hall,   upon    her  firft   fetting  out  or   being  firft   cl'te'"of"thc1; 
navigated  at  fea,  have  or  be  furnifhed  with  a  certificate    ^^^•'^• 
figned  by  the  Britifh  conful  or  vice-conful>  refident 
in  the  place  or  port  in  the  faid  United  States,  where 

A  4  the 
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the  faid  fhip  or  vefiel  was  built  ;  and,  if  there  be  no 
conful  in  the  faid  port  or  place,  to  be  figned  by  the 
principal  officer  or  officers  of  the  cuftoms  thereof; 
or,  for  want  of  fuch  officer,  by  the  chief  magiftrate 
of  he  f;id  United  States  refident  therein  or  the  neareft 
thereto  ;  defcribing  the  place  where  the  fame  was  built, 
the  burthen  thereof,  and  the  names  of  the  owners, 
whether  Britifh  fubjefts,  or  citizen^  of  the  faid  United 
States,  to  whom  the  fame  belongs ;  which  faid  certifi- 
cate (hall  be  produced  by  the  faid  mafter  on  re- 
porting the  fame  in  Great  Britain. 
OntlieTrsrn-  4-  And  be  it  cna6ted,  &c.  Thar,  on  the  arrival  of 
vdi  mthe^^eft-   gygj-y   f^^h  {hip   or  vcfiel  at   any   port   in    any  land, 

Indies,      before  ■>  ^  ■'     ^  -  ' 

they  take  in  a   ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as  aforelaid,  in  America, 

loading  forGreat  ,  iiii        -wt    a    t      \-  r  i  < 

Britain,  to  pro-    or  that  part  called   the    VVelt-lndies,  from  the  place 
ducethecertifi-    j^  vvhich  fhe  was  built,    or  from  the   port   in  which 

catc    of     their  _  _  ^ 

built.  file   took  in  her  loading  of  goods  for  the  fame,   the 

aforefaid  certificate  Ihall  be  produced  to  the  principal 
officer  or  officers  of  his  majeflry's  cuftoms  in  the  faid 
port,  before  {he  is  permitted  to  take  any  goods  on 
board  for  Great  Britain  ;  and  after  copies  thereof  are 
taken  (one  of  which  fhall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  corn- 
miffioners  of  his  majefty's  cuftoms  in  Great  Britain), 
the  faid  certificate  {hall  be  returned  to  the  mafter. 
Such  {hips.on  5.  And  be  it  enabled,  &c.  That  no  fuch  fhipor  velTel, 
Gr^eat^'Bd^tai'"  qualified  as  aforefaid,  fhall  afterwards  be  deemed  and 
to  be  regiftered.  p^fs  as  a  fhip  of  the  built  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of 
his  majefty's  dominions,  unlefs  the  fame,  or  one  half 
part  thereof  at  the  leaft,  {h^\\  belong  to,  and  whereof 
the  mafter  and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners  are 
Britifh  fuhjeils  ;  nor  unlefs  the  Britifh  owners  fhall, 
upon  his  or  their  oath  before  the  principal  officers  of 
the  port  at  which  the  faid  fhip  or  vefTel  fhall  arrive 

from 
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from  her  fir  ft  voyage,  or  in  which  he  or  they  fliall 
refide,  make  proof  thereof  in  the  words  followingj 
defcribing  particularly  tiie  names,  dcfcriptions,  and 
places  of  refidence  of  the  leveral  owners,  whether 
Britifh  fubje6ts,  or  citizens  of  the  i'aid  United  States  : 
that  is  to  fay— f-"  That  the  fliip  of 

*'  whereof  is    at    prefent  mailer,  being    a 

*'  of         tons,  was  built  at  within 

*'  the  terrifoiics  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
*'  the  year  j  av'  that  of 

"  (is  or)  are  at  prefeiit  ^•.•,vner  or)  owners  thereof; 
*'  and  that  no  foreic^ner,  or  other  perfon,  hasjdiretStly 
*'  or  indiredly,    any  fhare,  part,  or   intereil  therein." 

6.  And  be  it  ena£led.  &c.   That  fuch  oath,    being 

attefted    by    the   cullom-houfe  officer  or  officers  who     /^^".'J^"*f^  f 

J  thjregilrcr  to  be 

admiiiirtered  the  faiu'^,  vnuer  their,  hands  and  feals,  delivered  to  che 
(hall,  after  having  been  reoiftered  by  them,  be  deli- 
vered to  the  mafter  of  the  fnip  for  the  fecurity  of  her 
.navigation  ;  and  a  duplicate  of  the  fald  regifl^r  fnall 
be  immediately  tranfnr.itted  to  the  commiiHoncrs  of  his 
majefty's  cuUorns  in  the  port  of  London,  in  order  to 
be  entered  in  a  general  regiiier  to  be  kept  there  for  the 
purpofe. 

7.  And  be  it  enafted,  &c.  That  no  fhip's  name,  re-  On  the  fliip's 
giftercd  as  aforelaid,  (hall  be  afterwards  changed  with-  ch^ged  to  "be 
out  regiftering  fuch  (hip  dc  novo:  which  is  alfo  here-  '"'■S'^tereddeno- 
by  required  to  be  done  upon  any  entire  change  of 
property,  and  delivering  up  the  former  certificate  to  be 
canctlied  ;  under  the  fame  penalties,  and  in  the  like 
method,  as  herein  before  direded  ;  and  that  in  cafe 
there  be  any  alteration  of  property  by  the  fale  of  one 
or  more  (hares,  in  any  fliip  after  regiftering  thereof, 
fuch  lale  (hall  always  be  acknowledged  by  indorfement 

before 
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before  two  wltnefTes ;  in  order  to  prove,  that  the  entire 
property  of  the  faid  fliip  belongs  to  fome  of  the  fubjeds 
of  his  majefty,  or  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
(one  half  part  in  all  cafes  to  belong  to  Britifh  fubjeds) 
if  any  difpute  arifes  concerning  the  ,fame. 
On  a  certlfi-     8.  And  be  it  enabled,  &c.  That  if  the  certificate  of  any 
a  new  onf  to°be   regifter  as  aforefaid  fhall  be  loft,  the  fhip  or  vefiel  may 
granted.  |jg  rcglftered  de  novo,  upon  the  mafter  or  perfon,  having 

charge  of  the  faid  fhip  or  veffel,  and  one  or  more  of  the 
owners  thereof,  making  proof  upon  oath  to  the  fatis- 
fadlion  of  the  commiflioners  of  his  majefty's  cuftoms, 
(in  cafe  the  owner  or  owners,  or  any  of  them, 
ftiall  refide  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  or  Jerfey)  or 
of  the  governor  or  colledlor  of  the  cuftoms  refiding 
in  any  of  his  majefty's  dominions  in  America,  or  that 
part  called  the  Weft  Indies  (in  cafe  fhe  was  regiftered 
in  the  fame,  and  none  of  the  owners  fhall  refide  in 
Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  or  Jerfey),  of  the  lofs  of 
fuch  certificate,  and  likcwife  of  the  name,  burthen, 
built,  property,  and  other  particulars  required  by  this 
a£l,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  before  the  fame  perfons, 
as  required  upon  original  regifters  j  and  fhall  likevk^ife 
give  good  and  fufficient  fecurity,  in  the  penalty  of 
500I.  if  the  fhip  or  veffel  be  of  the  burthen  of  100 
tons,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  every  fhip  or  veffel  of  a 
greater  burthen,  to  the  colle£lor  of  the  port  to  which 
fuch  fhip  or  veffel  fhall  belong,  that  the  original  cir- 
tificate  has  not  been,  nor  fhall  be  fraudulently  difpofed 
of,  or  ufed,  contrary  to  lav/ ;  and  that  the  fame,  when 
found,  fhall  be  delivered  up  to  the  commiflioners  of 
the  cuftoms  to  be  cancelled.  In  fuch  cafe  it  fhall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  commifHoners  of  his  majefty's 
cuftoms,    and    the  governor  and    collector    of    the 

cuftoms 
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cuftoms  refiding  as  afo'^cfaid,  and  the  faid  com- 
miflioners^  governor,  and  colIe<3or,  are  hereby  required 
to  permit  the  faid  fhipcr  velTel  to  be  regiftered  dcnovo, 
and  the  proper  officers  ihall  deliver  a  certificate  thereof 
to  the  owner  or  ow^ners,  rcgiftering  the  fame  in  the  man- 
ner directed  by  this  act,  and  therein  mention  the  name 
by  which  the  fhip  or  veflel  was  formerly  regiftered;  and 
that  fuch  certificate  of  a  new  regifter  is  granted  in  pur^- 
fuance  of  this  adt,  inftead  of  a  former  certificate,  which 
appears,  by  fuch  proof  as  this  a£t  requires,  to  be  loft ; 
and  that  fuch  new  regifter  and  certificate  fliall  have  the 
fame  force  and  effe£t,  as  if  the  fame  were  an  original  re- 
gifter and  certificate,  and  no  other;  and  a  duplicate  there- 
of {hall  be  tranfmittcd  by  the  officers  who  ftiall  grant 
the  fame,  to  the  commiffioners  of  his  Majefty's  cuftoms, 

9.  And  be  it  enadtcd,  &c.  That  every  fliip  or  veflel 
beloncinp;  truly  and  without  fraud  to  the  citizens,  and   .  ^^'P'^^'"^*- 

o      o  J  »  ing  to  the  citi- 

which  is  of  the  built  of  the  faid  United  btates,  arriving   z^ns     of    the 

,  r    /".  r»   •      •  r  1        1     •  n        1       United  States  to 

in  the  ports  of   (jrreat  Jsntam,  or  of  any  land,  niand,    be  fubjeft  only 
plantation,  or    territory  as  aforefaid,  fliall   be  fubiedt   '"    ^^'^^    1*^1^ 

*  ...  charges  as   Bn- 

only  to  the  payment  of  fuch  duties  for  lights,  pierages,   tifh-buiit  fhips. 
and  other  port  charges,  as  are  now  ufually  paid  by  Bri- 
tifli-built  ftiips,   any  law,  ftatute,  orcuftom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding*. 

10.  And  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  in  cafe  any  doubt 
concerning  the  property  of  any  ftiip  o.  velfel  belonging       Any  Joubts- 
to  the  faid  United  States,  or  of  the  place  from  whence   built  or  property 
fhe  ftiall  come,  ftiall  arife  in  Great  Britain,  or  any  land,   °f  .'^'p*  f  '^^ 

'  '  /  »     Vnited     States, 

ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as  aforefaid,  the  princi-   officers  may  ex- 


amine. 


*  The  very  high  port  charges  in  Great  Britain,  and  her  WefV  India 
ifiands,  and  the  equally  low  port  charges  in  France,  and  the  Frerxh  Weft 
Ind  es,  render  thii  claufe  neceflsry,  in  order  to  encourage  the  Ameiicans 
to  make  this  country  an  entrepot, 

/  pal 


12  APPENDIX. 

pal  ofHcer  or  officers  of  the  cuftoms  in  the  faid  port 
fliall  examine  the  bills  of  lading,  and  all  other  docu- 
ments which  may  conduce  to  the  afcertainment  of  the 
fame ;  which  faid  examination  they  are  hereby  directed 
and  required  to  make,  previous  to  the  faid  fliip  or  veflel 
being  admitted  to  entry  and  to  break  bulk. 
The   mafter,       jj.  And  be  it  enaded,  &c.  That  the  mafter  of  any 

on  reporting  and  rr  i  i     t  •  •   •  i     r    i       i      •/ 

clearing  out-  ihip  or  veilel  belonging  to  the  citizens,  and  of  the  built 
l^rt' true  "ac!  of  the  faid  United  States,  fhall,  without  delay,  on  his 
count  of  his  fhip   arrival  in  any  port  of  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  land, 

and  the  goods  on 

board  her.  ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as  aforefaid,  and  alfo  on 

clearing  out  the  fame,  make  a  juft  and  true  entry  upon 
oath,  of  the  burthen,  contents,  and  loading  of  every 
fuch  fhip  or  veflel,  with  the  particular  marks,  num- 
bers, qualities,  and  contents  of  every  parcel  of  goods 
therein  laden,  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge  ;  alfo  where 
and  in  what  port  flie  took  in  her  lading,  »f  to  what 
port  (he  is  bound  ;  of  what  ftate  built,  how  manned, 
the  name  of  the  matter  and  owners  during  the  voyage, 
inwards  or  outwards;  and  fhall  alfo  conform  to  the  fe- 
veral  regulations  prefcribed  by  this  act,  and  to  the  fe- 
veral  laws  and  regulations  now  in  force  for  the  entry  of 
fliips  from  or  to  foreign  ports  not  within  the  dominions 
of  his  Majefly,  and  not  repealed  or  altered  by  the 
fame. 

Ko   reglfler.        Provided  always,  that  no  rcgifter,  bond,  certificate, 
bond,     &c.   to  ,  ....     ^    ,    ...       ^ 

be  required  from   or  any  Other  paper  than  what  is  oirected   by  this  acr, 

u'''t  d  States*.  ^  fhall  be  required  from  any  fuch  CrAp  or  veflel,  or  for 

any  goods   en   beard   the   fame,   any   law,    ftatute,  or 

ciiflom  to  the  contrary  notwithaanding. 

Eond    to   he       1 2.  And  be  it  cnacicd,  &c.  That  for  every  Biitifh  fhip 

Britifh  fliips  en-  or  vefl'cl,  or  any  fnip  or  vcflTel  qualifled  and  deemed  to  pafs 

tering  out  for   ^,  ^^^^  ,  ,  ^^j^  „^^    ^^  {ivalt  entet  and  clear  out  of  any 

tlic  Lniica  J  ^  J 

port 
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port  in  Great  Britain,  or  any  land,  ifland,  plantation,   ^^''^"'./c  "j. 
or  territory  as  aforefaid,  for  any  port  or  place  in  the    Britain. 
faid  United  States,  fufScient  bond,  with  one  fure  y,    . 
fhall  be  given  to  the  principal  officers   of  the  cufloms 
•in  fuch  port  or  place,    from  whence  the  faid  (hip  or 
ve/Iel  fhall  enter,  and  clear  out,  to  the  value  of  loool. 
ifof  lefs  burthen  than  roo  tons,  and   of  20CCI.  if  of 
that  or  greater  burthen  ;  the  condition  of  which  (liall 
be,  that  the  faid  fhip  or  vefTel  (hall  proceed  to  the  port 
or  place  for  which  flie  hath  been  entered   and   cleared 
out ;  and  in  cafe  flie  fhall  load  any  goods  or  commodi- 
ties at  the  faid,  or  any  port  or  place  in  the  faid  United 
States,  that  the  fame  fhall  be,  by  the  faid  fhip  or  vefTel, 
brought  to,  unladen,  and  put  on  fhore,  (the  danger  of 
the  feas  only  excepted)  as  follows— that  is  to  fay — if 
the  faid  goods  or  commodities  are  enumerated  goods, 
permitted  by  this  aft  to  be  carried  from  the  faid  United 
States  to  any  land,   ifland,   plantation,    or  territory  as 
aforefaid,  in  America,  or  that  part  called  the  Weft  In- 
dies, the  fame  fliall  be  landed  in  fome  port  thereof;  but 
if  any  other  than  the  faid  enumerated  goods,  the  famp 
fhall  be  landed  in  fome  port  of  Great  Britain  ;  which 
faid  bond  fhall  not  be  difcharged,  until  a  certificate  is 
produced,  within  eighteen  months  from  the  date  of  the 
faid  bond,    (the  danger  of  the  feas  excepted)  from  the 
conful,   officer,  or  chief  magiftrate  as  aforefaid,  in  the 
port  or  place  in  the  faid  United  States,  in   which  the 
faid  fliip  or  veflbl  has  been  loaded  ;  and  in    cafe  the 
fame  has  been   laden  with  enumerated  goods,  for  anv 
land,  ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as    aforefaid,   in 
America,  or  that  part  called  the  Weft  Indies,  a  certifi- 
ci«e,   as  aforefaid,   muft  likewife  be  produced  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  that  the  fame  has 

been 
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been  duly  landed  in  fome  port  thereof;  any  law,  fla- 
tute,  or  cuftom,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  f 
Goods  of  the     J  ^,  And  be  it  enaded,  &c.  1  hat  the  following  enume- 

growth,    &c.  of  ^  ° 

theUr.itedStates  rated  goods,  of  the  growth  or  proGudlion  of  the  faid 

chargeable  with    tt    •       i    r  i  r     i  •   -  i  /• 

duties,  ei'.ume.  L'mted  btates,  the  property  of  the  citizens  thereof,  or 
'^*"*'^*  of  ijritilh  fubjeds,  brought  diredly  from  the  port  where 

the  faid  goods  can  only,  or  moft  ufually  are  firft  {hip- 
ped for  tranfportation,  duly  imported  and  entered  ac- 
cording to  law,  fliall  be  fubjeft  to  the  payment  of  the 
duties,  and  entitled  to  the  receiving  back  the  fame,  or 
part  thereof,  on  exportation,  as  are  annexed  to  each 
article,  any  law,  ftatute,  or  cuftom,  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding.  * 


-{■An  objeiStion  may  be  made  to  this  claufe,  left  it  fliould  prove  the 
means  of  preventing  our  being  the  carriers  of  ihofe  goods  of  the  middle  and 
fouthern  flates,  which  are  not  confumed  in  Great  B  itain.  But  when  it  It 
eonfidered,  that  thefe  goods  m.iy  be  put  in  order  tor  a  market,  upon  more 
advantageous  terms  in  this  CQUntry,  than  in  any  other,  and  that  it  tends 
to  promote  the  making  Great  Britain  an  eatrepot ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  forwards  a  connection  between  the  two  countries;  (independent  of  its 
other  advantages)  this  objeftion  will  certainly  be  over- ruled, 

*  In  order  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  duties  proper  to  be  impofed,  and 
thedrawbacts  to  be  repaid,  upon  thefe  articles,  the  former  payments 
and  repayments,  inclusive  of  the  additional  duties  during  the  war,  are 
infertedj  (excepting  hemp,  iron,  and  afhes,  againft  which,  left  a  difference 
fhould  give  any  umbrage  to  Rufiia,  the  duties  and  drawbacts  upon  thofe 
articles,  when  Imported  from  the  northern  ftate?,  are  placed)— That  the 
whole  of  the  American  trade  may  be  taken  into  confideration,  and  fuch 
duties  impofed  and  drawbacks  repaid,  as  fhallbe  deemed,  by  perfons  con- 
verfant  in  the  trade,  to  be  advantageous  to  us.  Particular  attention  fhould 
be  paid  to  thofe  articles  that  are  the  ftaple  of  any  fiate ;  fuch  as  rice, 
•which  for  want  of  confumption,  contributing  little  ^o  the  revenue,  yet 
will  contribute  very  largely  to  our  navigation  j  belides  other  great  advan« 
tages  in  making  this  country  an  entrepot  for  it.  Naval  ftores,  being 
eflentially  neceflary  to  our  navigation,  (hould  be  imported  duty  free  ;  and 
oil,  as  being  ufeful  to  us  in  fome  of  our  manufaflures,  and  of  which  our 
confumption  Is  very  great  for  many  purpofes,  fhould  be  fuffered  to  be 
imported  upon  payment  of  a  moderate  duty.  Furs,  and  other  aiticles, 
ought  to  be  properly  inveftigatedj  ths^t  when  »r.  aft  is  made,  it  may  be 
as  complete  as  pofiiblcj, 

Afhcs 
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Duty  to  be  paid 
on  ImportatioD. 


Afhes  vocat.  Pot  alhes, the  cwt- 

Pearl  afhes — 

Weed  afhes, • — 

Wood  afhes 

Copper  ore, —— — . 

Furs,  vocat.  Bear  fkins,  black  or  red,    .  .   the  piece 

— ,   white,         .    .    .     ■ — 

Beaver  fkins,  ....  the  whole  piect 
— — . —  wombs,  .  .  .  the  piece 
Catfkins,  thehundred,  containing  5  fcore 
Foxes,  the  black  fox  flcin,       .      .    . 

,  the  ordinary  fkin,      ... 

Martronsor  Martins,  the  timber,  con 


£,  s.  d.ioth. 

2 


} 


taining  40  Ikins, 
Minks  tawed,  'he  timber,  containing  | 
40  fkins,             ....       j 
untawed,      ■     ■    ■ — — 


Otter  fkins. 

Wolf  fkiBS,  tawed,    . 

■■  uiitawcd. 


the 


piece 


Wolverings,         .         .      .      — • 

All   other   furs  (except   thofc  rated 
among  fkins)  for  every  203.  of  their 
real  value,  upon  oath,    . 
And  if  any  of  the  aforefaid  furs,  or  any " 
other  furs,  are  tawed  or  drelfed,  and 
are  not  before  charged  as  fucii,  they 
are  to  pay  more  tor  every    20s.  of 
their  real  value,  upon  oath. 
Hemp,  rough,  .         .  .       .       the  cwt 

Hides,  vocat.  Buff  hides,       .       .  .the  hide 

and  befides  for  every  pound  wt. 
Cow  or  horfc  hides  in  the  hair,  the  piece 

. tanned, 

and  befides  for  every  pound  wt. 

Elk  hidesdrefled  or  undrelfcd-  niiJe  Skins. 

All  other  hides,  and  pieces  of  hides, 

not  before  particularly  charged,  for 

every  20s.  of  their  real  value,  upon 

oath  .  .  .       , 

And  belides,  if  dreffed  in  oil,  the  lb.  wt. 

■  — tanned,  ■  — 

■ tawed,     .     .       the  hide 

HornsofCowsorOxen,thehundrcd,containing5fcort 
*■■    I    '    Harts  or  Stags,         ,        ,         the  hundrec 
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Dry  to  be  pald°'^^^"^  ^t^'' 


Horn  Tip?,  the  hundred,  containing  five  fcore 

Iron  unwrought,  called  bar-iron,     .     .    the  tor.  Wi. 

rOic,  ....  '■   ■■'  "' — 

• called  pig  iron,  .         .  .  — • — 

Oil,  vocat.  Train  oil  or  blubber,  the  ton,  contain-  1 

ing  252  gallons         ...  J 

Pitch,    fmall   or   great  band,    the  lad  containing  ] 

12  barrels         ...  J 

Rice,  .        .  .  .  the  cwt. 

Roftn,  .....  

Sarfaparilla,       ....         the  pound  wt. 
Sa'Jafia-,  wood  or  roots,  .       .         .       the  cwt. 

Snake  root,  ....         the  pound  wt. 

Skins,  vocaf.  Buck  or  deer  Ikins,  in  the  hair,  the  ikin 

— drefled 

and  beiides  tor  every  pound  wt. 
-  '     .■    '  Indian,  halfdrelTed,  "> 

the  pound  wt.  J 
Elk  fkins,  drefied  or  undrefTed,  the  Ikin 
and  belides,  if  drelled  in  oil,  for  every  1 

pound  wt,  J 
Fiflier  fkins       -         -  the  piece 

Moole  Ikins, 
Mufqualli  fkins, 
Panther  fkins, 
Racoons, 

Seal  (kins,  -  -         ■  — — 

and  beiides,  if  drcl'ed,  for  every  20s. 

of  their  real  value,  upon  oath, 
and  befides  the  aforei'aid  duties,  if  any 
of  the  aforefaid  fkins  are  tawed,/' 
tanned,  or  dielfed,  and  not  parti-V, 
cularly  charged  as  fuch,  they  are/ 
to  pay  fi»r  every  20s.  of  their  real^v 
^  value,  upon  oath,  -  -   J 

T?.v,fmall  or  great  band,  the  laft  containing  1 2  barrel^ 
Tobacco,  -  -  -      thelb.  wt. 

Turpentine  comn^o^,         -  -  the  cwt. 

Wax,  -  -  _  -  ' — 

and  befides,  if  bees  wax        ■ 

__.—  vocat.   hard  wax,         -  -         the  lb.  wt. 

Bay  or  myrtle, 

WhalsfjRS,  -  -  the  ton  wt. 


£ 
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,4.  And    be   it  enaaed,  &c.   That  the  following   ^^^^'H^^'i^t 
enumerated  eoods  of  the  growth   or  produdion  of  the   theUnitedSta-e* 

°  ...  to    be  imported 

faid  United  States,  the  property  of  the  citizens  there-   ^^^^  f^^^^  ^^^_ 
of,  or  of  Britifti  fubjeas,  duly  brought  from  the  place 
of  their    growth,  imported   and    entered  as  aforefaid, 
Ihall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  free  of  duty,  any 
law,    Itatute,    or    cuftom    to   the   contrary   notwith- 


meratea. 


{landing. 


Beaver  wool 

Flax,  undrefled  or  rough 

Sago  powder 

Wood  vocat.  Anchor  flocks 

. Balks  great,  middle,  and  fmall 

■  Battens 

Battens  6f  inches  wide  or  under 

Beach  boards  2  inches  thick  or  under 

Beach  ()lanks  above  2  inclies  thick 

Beach  quarters  under  5  inches  fquare 

5  inches  f<]uareand  under  8  inches 

Boards  vocat.    Barrel  boards 

— — Clap  boards 

Pipe  boards  or  pipe  bolts 

Whiteboards  for  IhoemaUers 

Boom  fpars 

Cantfpars 

Capravens 

Clapbolt  or  clapboards 

Deals 

of  20  feet  in  length,  or  under 

Firewood 

Fir  quarters,  under  5  inches  fquare 

of    5  inches  fquare,  and  under  8  inchea 

Handfpikes 

Headings  for  pipes,  hogflieads,  or  barrels 

Knees  of  oak  for  fiiipping,  8  inches  fquare,  and  under 

i —   above  8  inches  fquare 

fmall  for  wherries 

Lath  wood 

Mafts  for  (hips,  great,  middle,  and  fmall 

Oak  boards 

under  2  inches  thick,  and  under  15  feet  long 

Plank 

— —  Timber 

B  Oars 
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Oars 

Paling  boards 

Round  wood 

Scale  boards 

Spars,  fmall 

Spokes  for  cart  wheels,  long  andftiort 

Staves,  vocat.  Barrel  ftaves 

. — —  Bow  ftaves 

■  — —  Kilderkin  ftaves 

-— Pipe  and  hOf^lhead  ftaves 

Wainfcot 

.  .     boards  of  all  forts 

Ufers,  fingle,  under  24  feet  in  length 

• double,  of  24.  feet  in  length,  and  upwards 

Wood  for  dyeing,  ot  all  forts 
Walnut,  or  any  fort  of  wood  not  rated 

Gno(i«fordy-        15.  And  be  It  enabled,  &c.  That  the  following  enu- 
m  ufe,^^though   ^^^^^^j   g^^^^   ^^^  jy^^^  ^^^^    ^^^  property  of   Bri- 

growth,  &c.of  ^jfj^    fubieds,    or  of  the  Citizens  of  the  fai<l  United 

theUnitedStates  •'  1     o-  r 

to  be  imported  States,  though  not  of  the  growth  or  production  ot 
chartelbiewfth  the  fame,  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  fhips  or 
duties,  enume-  vefTels  Britifh-built,  or  qualified  as  fuch  by  this  act, 
or  in  fhips  or  veflels  belonging  to  the  laid  United 
States,  duly  imported  and  entered  as  aforefaid,  fhall 
be  fubjed  to  the  payment  of  the  duties,  and  enti- 
tled to  the  receiving  back  the  fame,  or  a  part  thereof^ 
on  exportation,  as  are  annexed  to  each  article^  any 
law,  ftatute,  or  cuftom  to  the  contrary,  notwith- 
llanding.,  * 

*  Thefe  duties  fhould  be  examined  into.    It  is  for  the  benefit  of  ouf 
manufaftures  that  they  fticuld  be  brought  in  from  all  parts. 
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Duty  to  Ve  pai(3 
oa  Importation. 


Alum,  —  — 

— — —  ronifh  or  roach, 


—  thecwt, 


7 


Alumen  plume,         —  —  —  the  lb.  ut. 

Antlmonium  preparatum  or  labium, 


Britifh  berries,  for  every  20s.  value  upon  oath, 

Calabafha, 

Caffina,  — — • 

CafTumber,  .■  -..-      ■-    ■ — ■■■■'■■    ■ 

Copperas,  blue,  —  . —  the  Cvvt. 


■green, 
white. 


the  11).  cwt. 


Grain  or  fcarlet  powder,  — 

— —  of  fevil  in  berries  — • 

Grana  germanicum,  for  every  20s.  value  upon  oath, 

Grain  of  Portugal,  or  rolta,         — •  the  lb.  cwt 

Gum  arable,  —  — 

■  '■      Senegal,  •—  —         ■         

— -  lack,  called  cake  lack,  —         ■ 

■  mount  jack,  for  every  20s.  value  upon  oath, 

Jelfamin  ointment, • 

Litharagc  of  gold,             —                 —      the  cwt 
— —  filver  —        ■ 


1 


Oil  of  peony,  for  every  20s.  value  upon  oath, 

Pomatum,         »  

Platain,  . 

Salt  petre,                 —                  —              the  cwt 
Terra  dulcis,  for  every  20s.  value  upon  oath, 
Weld,             —             —                 —          the  cwt 
Woad  Ifland,  or  green  vvoad,             —     the  ton  wt 
VerdigreaCe,  common,               —                  the  lb.  wt. 
■'-■■■    -         chrlftalifed,  ■ —  
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16.  And  be  it  ena£ted,  &c.  That  the  following 
enumerated  goods,  the  property  of  Britifli  fubjeds  or 
of  the  citizens  of  the  faid  United  States,  though  not 
of  the  growth  or  produdlion  of  the  fame,  imported  into 
Great  Britain  in  {hips  or  veffel.s  Britifli  built,  or  qualified 
as  fuch  by  this  adt,  or  in  fliips  or  vefiels  belonging  to 
the  faid  United  States,  duly  imported  and  entered  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  free  of 
duty,  any  law,  ftatute,  or  cuflom  to  the  contrary  not- 
withftanding. 

B  2  Aga- 
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Agarick 

Annotto,  -  -  - 

Antimonium  crudiim, 

Aqua  fortis,    -  -  -  -      . 

Archelia,  or  Spanifh  weed,     - 

Argol,  white  and  red,   or  powder,     - 

ArTcnic,  white  or  yellow,  or  roialgar, 

Bay  berries,  -  -  - 

Brazil,  or  Fernambuc  wood, 

Brazilletto,  cr  Jamaica  wood, 

Box  wood, 

Cochineal  of  all  forts, 

Cream  of  tartar, 

Kbony  wood,  _  -  - 

Fuflicic, 

Galls, 

Gum  ftick  lack 

Indigo, 

Indigo  duft, 

Ifmglafs, 

Lignum  vitae, 

Loo- woo  lI, 

Litmus, 


>  for  Dyers  ufe. 


for  Dyers  ufe. 


1 


^  for  Dyers  ufe. 


-  1 


Madder,    vocat.   crop  madder,  and  all 

other  bale  madder, 

fat  madder, 

: mull  madder, 

A'ladder  roots,  or  rubia  tindtorum,     - 

Mahogany,  -  -  „       - 

ISiicaragua  wood,       -  -         - 

Olive  wood, 

Orchall, 

Orchelia.     See  Archelia, 

Pomegranate  peels. 

Red  or  Guinea  wood, 

Sal^lore 

Sal  armoniacum, 

—  ge'T^.  -  -  - 

Sap;in  wood, 

Saunders,  red  or  llock, 

Shu  mack. 

Stick  lack.       See  Gum,     - 

Sweet  wood, 

To  in  fa), 

Valonea, 


S 
1 


for  Dyers  ufe. 

for  Dyers  ufe. 

for  Dyers  ufe. 
for  Dyers  ufe. 
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17.   And  be  it  enaaed,    kc.   That  all  goods  of  the  ^;^°;';j,^°^.^;^J- 
Towth  or  production   of  the  faiJ  United   States,  not   theUnitedS;a  cs 

I  1         /■  11  f     ^u    ■_    not  enumtrated, 

enumerated,    duly  brought   from    the   place    of    their   j,,  he  f,,bj.a  to 
growth,   imported   and  entered,  as  aforefaid,    (hall  be   the  duties  ou f- 

o  y  I  _  milar  goods. 

made  liable  only  to  the  payment  of  fuch  duties  (if  any) 
as  are  now  paid,  and  (hall  receive  fuch  dities  back,  or 
a  part  thereof,  on  exportation  to  foreign  parts,  as  are 
now  received,  and  (hall  be  otherwife  fubject  to  the  re- 
gulations that  fimilar  goo.^s,  imported  or  exported  by  ^ 
Bfitifli  fubjeds,  in  Biitifh-built  ihips,  are  fubjedl  to, 
any  law,   ftatute,   or  cuftoni  to  the  contrary  notwith- 

ftandino:. 

iS.  And  be  it'enacled,  5:c.  That  all  bounties  which       ^^  boumi-s 
have  hitherto  been  granted  upon  the  importation  of  formerly     paid 

...  ,  1  r    1  upon     the    im- 

certam  goods  or  commodities,   the  produce  ot  the  ter-  porta.ion       of 

ritories  now  compofmg  the  faid  United  States,  {hall  ^^'°J,lt^J^;^ 

no  longer  continue  to  be  paid,    but  from  henceforth  to  ccafe, 
ceafe  and  determine,  any  law,  ftatute,  or  cuftom  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

19.  And  be  it  cnaded,  &c.  That  all  fuch  goods  of  Goods  of  tU 

the  arowth  or  nroduflion  of  the  faid  United  States,   as  growch,   &c.  of 

'='  •  n   •  t-      0.1       f  u       theUnitedStates 

fnall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  directly  from  the   nabie  to  duties, 
fame,  or  any  of  them,  upon  the  entry   thereof  at  the   ^°„^gV"^;"j'''' 
cullom-houfe,  may  forthwith,  and  before  payment  of  houie upon  bond 
all  or  any  part  of  the  duties,    which   fuch  goods   are 
charged  with  and   liable   to   pay,   be    landed  from  on 
board  the  {hip  or  velTel  in  which  the  fame  {hall  be  fo 
imported,   and  carried  or  put  into  fuch   warehoufe  or 
warehoufes,  as  ftiall  be  for  that  purpofe  provided,  at  the 
charge    of  the    refpediive   proprietor    or    proprietors, 
imponer  or  importers  of  fuch   goods,   which   {hall  be 
approved   of  by    the    commifTioners    of  his    majefty's 
cuftoms  or  excife,  or  the  major  part  of  either  of  them 

B  3  ft)r 


22  APPENDIX. 

for  the  time  being,  or  by  the  principal  officers  of  the 
culloms  or  excife  in  the  port  in  which  the  fame  (hall 
be  landed  ;  upon  the  importer  or  importers  aforefaid 
firft  giving,  at  his  or  their  charge  and  expence,  his  or 
their  bond,   or  other  good  and  fufficient  fecurity,    for 
the  full  amount  of  all  and  every  the  duties  which  fuch 
goods  are  charged  with  and  liable  to  pay  (which  the 
commiflioners  or  other  proper  officers  of  the  cuftoms  or 
excife  are   hereby  required    and  empowered  to  take) 
payable  as  foon  as  the  laid  goods  fhall  be  fold  (provided 
the  Tale  of  the  fame  ihall  take  place  within         months 
from  and  after  the   time  they  fhall  be  landed  and  put 
into  warehoufes  as  aforefaid).     And  if  the  faid  goods 
fhall  not  be  fold  or  exported,  in  the  manner  and  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  prefcribed  by  this  ail,  within 
the  faid        months,  then  to  pay  the  fame  at  the  end 
of  fuch  months,    fuch  duty  to   be  computed  ac- 

cording to  the  weight  or  gauge  of  the  faid  goods,  to 
be  taken  at  the  time  the  fame  (hall  be  fo  landed,  and 
lodged  in  warehoufes  as  aforefaid. 

20.  And   be  it  enafted,  &c.  That  in  cafe  any  fuch 
Not  to  be     p.oo(]s  fhall  be  landed,  or  put  on  fhore  out  of  any  fhip 

landed  until  due    "  '  /  r 

entry  ismade  at  or  vcfTel,  before  duc  entry  be  made  thereof  at  the 
houfe.  '  cufl:om-houfe,  and  with  the  proper  officers  of  the  cuf- 
toms or  excife,  at  the  port  or  place  where  the  fame  fhall 
be  imported,  and  the  faid  duties  fecured  ;  or  without  a 
warrant  for  the  landing  or  delivering  the  fame,  firft 
figned  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  cuftoms  or  excife  ; 
or  without  the  prefence  of  a  cuftom-houfe  or  excife 
officer;  fuch  imported  goods  as  fhall  be  fo  landed  or 
put  on  fhore,  or  taken  out  of  any  fliip  or  vefTel  con- 
trary to  the  true  meaning  of  this  adt,  or  the  nature  of 
the  fame,  fiiall  be  forfeited,  and  fliall  or  may  be  fued 

for 
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for  and  recovered  of  the  importer  or  proprietor  there- 
of,   in  the  manner  and  for  the  ufes  as  aforcf'id. 

21.    And  be  it  enaded,  &c.  That  it  fhall  or  may  be       importer  ma-/ 

•        _  ,    -  ,  •    ^  •  ^  aft'ix    a   lock  to 

lawful  for  the  proprietor  or  proprietors,  importer  or  ^^^  warchoufc, 
importers  of  fuch  rroods,  fo  to  be  lodjied   in  any  fuch    which   the  of- 

•^  °  ficer  is  required 

warefioufe  or  warehoufes  as  afo.-efaid,  to  afHx  one  lock  to  do  and  to 
to  every  fuch  'varehoufe,  the  key  of  which  fliall  re-  fj7"rea7o"able*'^ 
main  in  the  cuftody  of  fuch   proprietor  or  importer  ;    ^°"''^    "^"   ^^^ 

importer    to 

and  to  and  for  the  proper  officer  or  officers  of  the  cuf-    cxa:i,ine  and  rc- 

■  r  -J  ^       J    i-      1-  1        y-  ceive  the  aoods, 

toms  or  excite,  appomted  to  attend  luch  warehouie  or  n^^  igj-j  than 
warehoufes,  to  affix  one  other  lock  to  the  fame,  the  °"^  package  at 
key  whereof  to  remain  in  the  cuitody  of  the  faid 
officer  or  officers ;  and  the  faid  proprietor  or  proprietors, 
importer  or  importers,  fhall  and  may  in  the  prefencs 
of  the  faid  warehoufe- keeper  or  officer,  (who  are  here- 
by required  to  attend  at  all  reafonable  times  for  that 
purpofe)  view,  examine,  open,  feparate,  garble,  fhift, 
weigh,  and  render  merchantable,  and  fit  f  r  fale,  the 
faid  goods  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the  faid  warehoufe 
or  warehoufes  3  and  fhall  and  may  receive  out  of  the 
fame  the  faid  goods  or  any  part  thereof,  (but  in  no  lefs 
quantity  than  one  cafti  or  package  at  a  time)  upon  pay- 
ing the  faid  duties  for  the  fame,  and  upon  producing 
fuch  certificate  or  receipt  from  the  proper  officers,  of 
the  faid  duties  having  been  paid,  in  manner  as  is  here- 
in for  that  purpofe  particularly  prefcribed. 

2?..   And  be  it  enabled,   &c.  That  the  faid  goods  Co 
lodged    in  warehoufes   as  aforefaid,   fhall   or  may  from    the  duties  being 
tiin?  to  time  be   oeliverBd  out  of  fuch   warehoufe  or   f^'^  »■•  ""^ti*^*^. 

to    be   prcdurei 

warehoufes  refpectively,  upon  payment  of  his  majefly's   '^^'"•''e    deiisery 

J     •        1  1  1  .  .  of  tile  eoodi. 

duties  thereon  ;  and   upon   the  proprietor  or  importer, 

or  fuch  p^rfon  or  perfons  as  fliall  be  appointed  by  him 

Of  them  for  that  purpofe,   producing  to  the  refpe<5tive 

B  4  ware- 
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The   duties 
not    fnisfied 


warehoufe-keeper  or  warehoufe-keepers,  and  the  of- 
ficers appointed  to  attend  the  Lid  warehoufe  or  ware- 
houfes,  a  warrant  or  warrants,  certificate  or  certificates, 
fio-ned  by  the  proper  ofncer  of  the  cuiloms  or  excife 
appointed  to  receive  the  duties  payable  thereon,  certi- 
fying that  he  has  received  all  and  every  the  faid  duties, 
to  which  the  faid  goods,  fo  defired  to  be  delivered  out 
of  fuch  warehoufe,  was  liable  and  fubjecl  to  pay,  the 
faid  warehoufe-keeper  or  warehoufe-keepers  and  officers 
attending  fuch  warehoufe  or  warehoufes,  (hall  deliver 
fuch  goods  as  (hall  be  mentioned  or  exprefled  in  fuch 
warrant  or  warrants,  certificate  or  certificates  refpeclive- 
ly,  to  have  paid  or  fatisfied  the  faid  duties. 

23.   And   be  it   enaded,   &c.     That,  in  cafe    fuch 

goods  {hall,   after  landed,  remain  in  fuch  warehoufe  or 

w'thiii  warehoufes  in  which  the  fame  fhall  be  fo  lodged  for  the 

month';.     Com-  r  r        r  •  1       c  •  1-  1  /• 

miiTioners   of      purpoks  aforcfaid,  ror  any  tmie  exceeding  the   fpace 
the  Cuiloms        Qf  months,  after  the  fame  {[u\\  be  fo  landed  and 

may    dire«    the 

goods  to  be  fold    lodged  in   fuch   warehoufe   or  warehoufes  as  aforefaiJ, 
ch-i-es.  ^'^"^  '•^^'^  proprietor  or  importer,  or  other  perfon  or  per- 

fons  by  hinn  or  them   appointed,  (liall   not,  within  the 
faid  months,  pay   or   caufe   to  be  paid   to  the 

proper  officers  appointed  to  receive  the  fame,  all  and 
every  the  duties  to  which  the  fame  are  fubjc£l  and  liable 
to  pay,  and  fnall  omit  to  procure  or  bring  fuch  cer- 
tificate herein  before  direiled  (o  be  had  and  made  out, 
from  fuch  officerf,  to  fuch  v/arehoufe- keeper  or  ware- 
houfe-keepers, and  to  the  officer  or  officers  attending 
the  fame,  of  the  payment  of  the  faid  duiies  within  the 
time  aforefaid,  that,  then  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  faid  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  or  excife, 
or  the  major  part  of  either  of  them  for  the  time  being, 
to  diredt  and  order  fuch  goods,  fo  lodged  in  fuch  ware- 
houfe 
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houfe  or  warehoufes,  for  which  the  laid  duties  (hall  nc«: 
be  paid  vvitliiii  the  time  aforefaid,  to  be  put  up  to  fale 
by  public  auftion,  to  the  beft  bidder  or  bidders  for 
the  fame,  and  the  money  arifing  by  fuch  falc  Ihall 
be  in  the  firft  place  applied,  to  the  difcharge  of  the  faid 
duties  fo  payable  thereon,  the  charges  attending  fuch 
warehoufe  or  warehoufes,  and  the  expencc  of  fuch 
falej  and  the  furplus  of  the  monies  fo  arifing  by 
fuch  fale  (if  any),  after  payment  of  the  faid  duties  and 
charges,  fhall  go  and  be  paid  to  the  importer  or  pro- 
prietor of  the  faid  goods,  who  fo  landed  and  lodged 
the  fame  in  the  warehoufe  or  warehoufes  as  afore- 
faid. 

24.    And  be  it  enacted,  See.  That  before  fuch  goods 
of  the  faid  United  States  (hall  be  fo  landed   or  lodged       '^^arks  to  be 

put    upon    each 

in  fuch  warehoufe  or  warehoufes,  a  mark  fliall  be  fet  package,  and  the 
on  every  cafk,  vellel  or  package  of  the  faid  goods,  Tntertdbbook! 
mentionine:  the  particular  weight  or  quantity  which  is   ''^P'^  /'''■   the 

^  ^  _         °  ^       .  purpofe. 

contained  therein,  according  to  the  weight  or  gauge 
thereof  to  be  then  taken,  and  who  is  or  are  the  refpedt- 
ive  proprietor  or  proprietors,  importer  or  importers 
thereof  J  and  the  keeper  or  keepers  of  fuch  warehoufe 
or  warehoufes,  and  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  (hall  be 
appointed  by  the  commi(rioners  or  proper  officers  of  his 
niajefty's  cuftcmsor  excife  to  attend  ihc  faid  refpedive 
warehoufes,  (hall  each  of  them  keep  one  or  more  book 
or  books,  wherein  they  (hall,  refpedively  and  fcparate- 
ly,  fairly  enter  in  writing  an  exacl  particular  and  true 
account  of  all  fuch  goods  of  the  faid  United  States,  as 
(hall  be  brought  into  and  carried  out  of  the  refpedivc 
warehoufe  or  warehoufes,  to  which  he  or  they  fliall 
refpcdivdy  belong  j  and  the  days  and  times  v\hcn  the 

fame 
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fame  fhall  be  brought  in  and  carried  out,  and  the  name 

of  the  refpedlive  perfons  to  whom,  or  for  whofe  ufe, 

the  fame  was  delivered  out ;  and  Ihall,  at  the  end  of 

keepertr^deii-   ^^^^7  fix  months  or  oftcner,  if  required,  tranfmit  in  writ- 

■ver  in  an  ac-     ing  an  account  thereof  upon  oath  to  the  commiffioners 

count     to     the  _ 

coraroiffioners      ^f  the  cuftoms  or  excife  for  the  time  being,  together 
months!"  ^^^^  ^"  exa£l  account  of  the  quantity  then  remaining 

in  the  refpecftive  warehoufe  or  warehoufes  to  which 
they  refpedively  belong;  and  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms  or  excife,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  enjoined,  within  one  month  after  the  fame 
fhall  be  refpe£tively  tranfmitted  to  them  as  aforefaid,  to 
infpc£l  and  examine  the  faid  accounts  ;  and  if  upon 
delivered  out      f"ch  examination   it   fhall  appear   that  any  of  the  faid 

before  duties  grQods  Were  delivered  out  of  the  faid  warehoufes,  other- 
are   paid,  ware-    o 

houfe-keeper  to  wife  than  is  herein  mentioned,  or  before  payment  of 
capabie^'^and'""  the  duties,  which  fuch  goods  are  charged  with  and  liable 
forfeit  jQ  p^y^  ^Qj.  ^^^^^  j.j^g  faiii^goods,  as  fhall  have  been  de- 

livered out  of  the  faid  warehoufes,  then  the  faid  ware- 
houfe-keeper  or  warehoufe-keepers,  and  officer  or 
officers  refpe(51;ively  offending  therein,  (hall  not  only  be 
difabled  to  hold  or  enjoy  any  public  office  or  employ- 
ment, but  fiiall  alfo  forfeit  and  lofe  for  every  fuch  of- 
fence the  fum  of  ,  to  be  fued  for,  levied  and  re- 
covered, or  mitigated  by  fuch  ways  and  means  and 
methods,  as  any  hne,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  is  or  may 
be  recovered  or  mitigated,  by  any  law  or  laws  as  afore- 
faid, or  by  an  aaion  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  informa- 
tion in  any  of  his  majefty's  courts  as  aforefaid. 

25.  And  be  it  enaded,  &c.  That  fuch  part  of 
verrd'ou'rof'the*  the  faid  goods  as  fliall  be  intended  for  exportation  to 
wdrehoufe  for       ^^^^^  bcvoad  the  ieas,  fhall  be  delivered  out  of  fuch 

exportation  »  •> 

upon    fecurity  WarC- 

bejng  given. 
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warehoufe  or  warehoufes  as  aforefaid   in  the  original 
caflc,  bale  or  package  only  (or  in  fome  calk,  bale  or 
package,    containing  the  fame  quantity,  in  cafe   the 
original   package  be  infufEcient)    unto  the  proprietor 
or  pioprietors,   importer  or  importers,  or  fuch  buyers 
or  other  perfons,   as  the  faid  proprietors  or  importers 
Ihall  have   appointed  in  their  behalf,  upon  fufficient 
fecurity   to  be  given  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,   (which  fecurity  the  commiflioners  of  the  cuf- 
toms  for  the   time  being,    or  the  proper  officer  or  of- 
jScers  of  the  cuftoms,  are  hereby  required  and   em- 
powered to  take)  that  the  fame  and  every  part  thereof 
{hall  be  exported   to  parts  beyond  the  feas,  and  fhall 
not  be  re-landed  in  Great  Britain,  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
or  the  Iflands  of  Faro  or  Ferro ;  which  faid   fecurity 
ihall   be  difcharged  without  fee  or  reward,  by  a  cer- 
tificate under  the  common  feal  of  the  chief  magiftrate 
begonging  to  r.ny  place  or  places  beyond   the  feas,   or 
under  the  hand  and  feal   of  the  Britifh  conful,   or  of 
two  known  Britifli  merchants,  then  being  at  fuch  place 
or  places,   that  fuch  goods  were  there  landed;  or  upon 
proof  made  by  credible  perfons,  that  fuch  goods  were 
taken  by  enemies,  or  periftied  in  the  feas;  the  exami- 
nation an-d  proof  thereof  being  left  to  the  judgment  of 
the  faid    commilTioners  of  the  cuftoms  for   the  time 
being. 

26.  And  be  it  enatled,  5:c.  That  no  tobacco  of  the 
growth  or  production  of  the  faid  United  States,  fhall  be   be  importer!* 
brought  or  imported    into  Great    Britain,   otherwife   "•''^sunder 

pounds. 

than   in  calk,   cafe,  or  cheft  only,   each  caflc,  cafe,  or 
chefl:   thereof  containing  weight  of  neat  to- 

bacco at  the  leaft,    under  the  penalty  of  the  forfeit- 
ure 
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urc  of  all  the  tobacco  as  fhall  be  imported  contrary  to 
this  ad,    together  with  the  caflcs,   cafes,  or  chefts,  or 
other  packages  containing  the  fame.* 
Indigo  not  to       27.  And   be   it    enaded,  &c.  That  Indigo  of  the 

pay  dutv  on  ex-  ,  in'  r    r^ 

portation.  growth,  produdtion,  or  manufadlure  of  the  faid  United 

States,  duly  imported  and  entered  as  aforefaid,  maybe 
exported  to  any  parts  beyond  the  feas  free  of  duty,  any 
law,  ftatute,  or  cuftom,  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 
ino-.f 

Bounties  to  be  28.  And  be  it  enabled,  &c.  That  cordage,  gunpowder, 
exportation  of  ^^'1  cloth,  fillc,  refined  fugar,  and  linen  of  Britifh  manu- 
SrVS'  rt  ^^i^ure,  and  Irifli  linen,  exported,  under  the  regula- 
fined  fugar,  Bri-  tions  requited  by  law,  to  any  part  of  the  faid  United 
nen.  States,  ftiall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  following  boun- 

ties on  the  fame : 


CORDAGE  made  of  hemp  of  foreign  growth,  or  from  hemp  £.  s.   d. 
of  the  growth  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  of  the  growth  of 

the  United  States  of  America,  the  cwt,  —  —  24-^ 

GUNTOWDER  of  the  m«nufadlure  of  GreatBritain,  exported 

by  wa)  of  mcrcbiindize,  for  every  barrel  the  100  pounds  neat  4  6 

SAIL  CLOTH   Btidru    made,    for    every  ell  2 


British  Manufactures  of    Silk,   videlicet. 

Ribbands  and  ftutfs  of  filk  only,  the  pound,  avoirdupois  wt.     -  3 

Silk   and  rii-banus  of  filk,     mixed  with   gold   and  filvcr,  the 

pound,    avoirdupois  vvu^;llC  ■ —  —  —  4 


*  It  is  an  enquiry  neceCuy  to  maV  e,  whether  it  would  not  be  an 
advantage  to  increafe  the  v. eight  from  450  pounds  (under  which  it  can- 
not be  impo:ted  by  the  prefmt  laws)  to  the  aftual  weight  of  a  hogf- 
J-iead  of  tobacco.  It  is  gener  lly  underftood,  that  this  regulation  would 
be  latisfadory  to  the  growers  cf  this  article. 

f   To    encourage   the   States  in  which  It  Is  p:oduced  to  make  this 

cou.itry  „ii  entrepot. 

Silk 
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Silk  {lockings,  filk  gloves,   filk  fringes,  filk  laces,  Hitching  or 

fewing  filk,  the  pound,  avoirdupois  weight  —  —  15 

Sruffs  of  filk  and  grogram  yarn,  the  pound,  avoirdupois  wt.     -  S 

Stuffs  with  filk  mixed  with  inkle  or  cotton,  the  pound,  avoir- 
dupois weight  —  —  —  —  I 

Stuffs  of  filk  or  worfled  —  —  «  —  6 


Sugar    Refined, 


Sugar  refined  in  loaves  compleat  and  whole,   and  in  lumps 
duly  refined,  for  every  Cwt.  —  —  _     i     5 

called  baftards,   ground  or  powdered  fugar,  and 


6d.and  not  exceeding  15.  66. 
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refined  loaf  fugar  broken    in    pieces,    and   all   fugar  called 

Candy,  properly  refined,  for  every  cwt.  —  — .         11  i 


Linen  made  of  Hemp  or  Flax  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
or  the   Ifle   of  Man. 


For  every  yard  of  the  breadth  of  25  inches,  or  more,  and  un- 
der the  value  of  jd.  the  yard               —              x 

• ■  value  jd.  and  under  the  value  of  6d.  the  yard  -  1  * 

6d.  and  not  exceeding  is,  6d.  the  yard         li 


t 


For  every  yard  of  Britifh  checked  or  ftriped  linen  of  the  breadth 
of  25  inches,  01^  more,  not  exceeding  is.  6d.  and  not  under 
7d.  in  value,  the  yard  —  _  __  i 

For  every  fquare   yard   of  diaper,    huckaback,  fheeting,  and  "" 

ether  fpccies    of   linen,    upwards    of   one   yard  Englifh   in 
breadth,  and  not  exceeding  is.  6d.  the  fquare  yard  in  value  li 

For  every  yard  of  Britifh  and  Irifh  buckrams  and  tilletings    .1 

Eor  every  yard  of  Britifh  and  Irifli  linen,  and  of  Britifh  callicocs 
and  cottons,  or  cotton  mixed  with  linen,  printed,  painted, 
or  ftained  in  Great  Britain,  of  the  breadth  of  25  inche?  or 
more,  which  before  the  printing,  painting,  or  Hainine 
thereof,  fhal!  be  under  the  value  of  5d.  the  yard  '   1 

For  every  yard  of  the  value  of  5d.  and  under  the  valueof  6d. 

the  yard  —  —  —  . 


the  yard  —  —  —  '  ■  ,1 
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Goods  charge- 
able with  duties 
on  exportation, 
enumerated. 
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29.  And  be  it  enabled,  Sec.  That  the  following  enu- 
merated goods,  the  property  of  Britifh  fubjedls,  or  of 
the  citizens  of  the  faid  United  States,  duly  exported 
and  entered  according  to  law,  fhall  be  fubje£l  to  the 
payment  of  the  duties  that  are  annexed  to  each  article, 
that  is  to  fay  :* 


Agarick,  trimmed  or  pared,     — 

,         rough  or  untrimmed 

Alum,  —  — " 

Annotto,  — '  — ■ 

Antimonium  Crudum,         — 
Aqua  fortis,         —         —  — 


foreign,  the  pound, 


Biitilh,  the  cwt. 
foreign,   the  pound 


Argol,  __  —  — 

Arfenick,  »_  _  — 

Bayberries,  —  ,— .         — 

Brazil  or  Fernambuc  Wood,  — 

Brazilletto,  or  Jamaica  wood, 
Calve  Skins,  tanned,  tawed,  or  dreffed, 

Cnew 
Cards,  vocat.  Wool  cards,  vocat   \ 

(J  old 

Coals,  »  ^ 

Cochineal,  foreign. 

Coney  hair  or  wool,  black  or  white, 

Copperas  for  every  20s.  ot  the  value,  upon  oath 

Cream  of  Tartar, 

Fitches,   the  timber,  containing  40  Ikins 

Fuftick,  .         • 

Galls,  .  * 

Glue,  .  ' 

Gum  Arabick, 

— —  Senegal,  • 

Hair,  vocat.  hart's  hair,         —  — 

Horfe  hair, 

Ox  or  cow  hair. 


■  —  the  bottle  "> 

containing  4  gallons  J 

■         the  cwt. 

*  —  the  pound 

- ' the  cwt. 


notexceeding  ^  thedoz 
4fliillingsthe  > 
pair  in  value  J 


the  pound  wt. 


foreign,  the  cwt, 
foreign,  the  cwt. 


Britifh,  the  cwt. 
foreign,  the  cwt. 

the  cwt. 


Duty  to  be  paid 
on  Exportation, 


£■ 


d.ioth 

•'ao 
6     6 

->  4 


2-17- 

■'20 

7i.i 
I  to 
o 7_i 

20  I  ol 

I   \-~ 

/To 

6|§ 


520 


20 

!   9 


Hair  of  all  other  forts,  for  every  20s.  value,  upcsa  oath. 


13 

5 
1 
6 
2 
I 


3i 
10 

iJA 

'20 

II 

320 

-2  U 

.      + 


*  Thcfe  are  the  duties  now  paid,  an  examination  int©  which  is  very 
neceflary.  Coals  are  not  inferted,  ihe  difference  in  duty  being  fo  great  be- 
tween the  exportation  in  Britifh  and  foreign  fhips.  TJ>ey  are  left  for  con- 
;fideration,  but  are  of  no  confe^uence  refpedling  c.^e  American  trade. 

Hares* 
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Hares  wool  for  every  20s.  value,  upon  oath, 
Horles,  mares,  or  geldings  —  — 

Illnglafs,         —  —  —  toreign. 

Lapis  Caliminaris,  for  every  20s.  value,   upon  oath. 
Lead,  call  and  uncall,  the  fodder,  containing  20  cvvt. 
■  ore  for  every  20s,  value,  upon  oath. 

Litharge  of  lead,  —  —         — 

Leather  of  all  forts,  tanned,  tawed,  or  dreffed,       

Linen,  vocat.  Catnbrick  or  French  lawns, 
Litmus,         —  —         -_         — 


each, 

the  cvvt. 


the  c«'t 


Madder  of  all  forts, 

— — —  roots, 

Nicaragua  wood, 

Orchal,  — 

Orchelia,  — 

Oxen,  — 

Pomegranate  Peels, 

Red  or  Guinea  wood, 

Safflore, 

Sal  Armoniack, 

—  Gem,  ; 

Sapaa  wood,  i 

Saunders  red, 

Shumack, 

Skins,"vocat.  Badger  Ikins, 


the  piece, 
foreign,  the  cvvt, 


the  ton  wt 
—  the  cvvt. 


each, 
foreign,  the  cwt. 

the  lb.  wt. 


foreign,  the  cwt. 


the  piece 
Beaver  fkins,  for  every  ikin  or  piece  of  Ikin 

—' wool  or  wombs,  the  pound  wt.  avoirdupois 

Cat  Ikins,  .  .  the  hundred 

Coney  fkins,  black,  with  filver  tails  or  without,  ? 
the  hundred,  con'aininglix  fcore    \ 

'  grey  Hag,  the  hundred,  containing  "1 

hx  fcore  .  .  j 

-■  feafoned, . 

tawed. 


-■  — tawed  and  dyed  into  coloun,   the  1 

hundred  containing  j  20         J 

Dog  fliins, the  dozen 

Elk  fkins, the  piece  raw 

Fox  fliins, the  piece 

Hare  Ikins, 


Xid  Ikins  in  the  hair,  the  hundred,  containing ■> 

live  fcore     J 
-""'■'     .  dreffed     . 


Lamb  Ikins 
vocat,  m 
&in» 


ins  ft. 


tawed  with  the  wool,    the  hun.  7 

dred,  containing  fix  fcore -> 

ntawed. 
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Duty 

paid    on 

exportation. 

-c.  ^• 

d.ZQth. 

I 

^a^ 

5 

6 

ir 

3 

3i^ 

I     2 

I 

I. It 

^k^\ 

I 

1  -*- 

3 

^kh 

^4 

1    a 

a  0  I  0 

4 

A  '  ^ 

I 

ly^ 

Oio- 

I 

.IS 

4r^ 

94§ 

6     6 

iO-rs 

3  » 

^Of 

•     7 

^01  J 

•  6 

016 

A    8 

4ijr 

I  3  I 

23T 

-«6 

1 

7I* 

I 

2 

Il/o 

6|-5- 

I 

i^ 

8'-* 

"xu 

I 

lA 

li^ 

*1C» 

I 

T    4- 

S      4> 

ao    T 

3     3 

aoi* 

6" 

"10 

giS 

II 


ir 


Otter 
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Otter  fkins,  raw,      ,    ~.      .    .      .     .    the  piece 

tawed,     ......     — 

wombs, the  mantle 


Rabbit  Ikins,  black, the  hundred 

r  tawed  with  the  wool,  the  hundred, 
Sheep  and\  containing  fix  fcore 
lamb  fkinsj  drefled  without  wool 


Lpelts,  the  hund.  containing  five  fcore 
Sheep  fkins,  tanned,  tawed,  or  drefled, .  the  cwt. 

Squirrel  fkins, the  thoufand 

Swan  fkins, .the  piece 

Wolf  fkins  tawed, 


All  other  fkins  (except  deer  fkins,  native  or 
foreign,  dreffed  in  oil  in  Great  Britain)  for 
every  20s.  value,  upon  oath     ,     .     .     . 

Stick  lack, foreign,  the  cwt 

Tin  unwrought, ''.   '     ^^^  ^^^' 

Tornfal, "     foreign,  the  cwt. 

the  ton  wt 
the  pd.  wt 


Duty  to  be  paid 
n    Importation. 


c 


Valonea, 
Verdigreafe, 


Wool    vocat.   cotton  wool,  of  the  Britifh  plantations,  for  1 
every  20s.  value,  upon  oath      .      ...  J 


2 

3 
I 

2 


3 
3 


o 


•  1 

To 

-  °. 

I  8 

■£0 


9 


3II 


i  o  I  a 

3  i'o 

_J 7 

z"o  1  T 

10   ^% 

■ao    3 


Foreign  goods 
exported  to  the 
United  States, 
to  be  entitled 
to  the  fame 
drawback  of  du- 
ty, and  fubjedl 
to  the  fame  re- 
gulations, as  if 
exported  to  fo- 
jeign  ]part8. 


30.  And  be  it  enaiSled,  kc.  That  all  goods  of  the 
growth,  produdlion,  or  manufadure  of  parts  beyond 
the  feas,  which  have  been  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
whether  entitled  to  draw  back  the  whole,  or  any  part 
of  the  duty  paid  on  importation,  or  that  have  paid  no 
duty  inwards,  or  that  the  time  allotted  for  drawing 
back  the  duty  Is  elapfed,  may  be  (except  otherwife  di- 
reded  by  this  afl)  exported  to  the  faid  United  States,or 
the  territories  thereof,  under  the  like  regulations,  and 
entitled  to  the  fame  drawback  of  duty,  as  if  the  faid 
goods  were  exported  by  Britifh  fubjefts  to  any  foreign 
parts  beyond  the  feas,  otherwife  than  that  all  fecurities 
taken  on  the  exporration  thereof,  and  neceflary  to  l»e 
difcharged  by  certificate,  foall  be  only  done  by  certifi- 
cate under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  Britifh  conful, 

vice- 
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vice-conful,  officers,  or  magiftrates,  or  on  proof  made 
of  the  faid  goods  being  taken  or  periftiing  in  ttie  feas, 
both  in  like  manner  as  aforefaid,  any  law,  ftatute,  or 
cuftom  to  the  contrary  notwithftandlng. 

-21.  And  be  It  enabled,  Sec.  That  all  goods  of  the      Goods  not 

•^  ""  .     .  enumerated, 

growth,  produtSlion,  or  manufa6lure  of  Great  Britain  ;    fubjeft  to  regu^ 
not  enumerated  in,  or  otherwife  direfted  by  this  aft,   lar'goodrexp'^r- 
may  be  exported  to  the  faid  United  States,  or  the  ter-   ^^^  ^y  BritiOi 
ritories  thereof,  fubject  to  the  lame  regulations  and  re- 
ftriftions,   as   if  exported  by  Britifh   fubjefts   to   any 
foreign  parts    beyond  the  feas,  otherwife  than  that  all 
fecurities  taken  on  the  exportation  thereof,  (hall    be 
difcharged  by  certificate  as  aforefaid,  any  law,   ftatute, 
or  cuftom  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

32.  And    be  it  enafted,  &c.  That  every    fhip    or      ships  of  the 
veflel  beloneine  to  the  citizens,  and  which  are  of  the   ^"''^  °/  *^^  V" 

=      °  Jilted  btates,  the 

builfcof  the  faid  United  States,  or  qualified  as  a  Britifh  pruerty  of  the 
Ihip  by  this  aftj  and  conforming  to  the  feveral  regu-  or  qualified  as 
lations  prefcribed  by  the  fame,  fhall  be  fufFered  to  en-   ^"''"^  ^'''^\ 

'^  ■'  may    trade    be- 

ter  into  any  land,  ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as  tween  the  Uni- 
aforefaid,  in  America,  or  the  Bahama,  or  Bermuda,  or  the  Briti^fli pian- 
Somer  iflands,  or  that  part  called    the  Weft-Indies,   '^''^^  '"  f' 

^  r  '     merica  or    the 

any  law,  ftatute  or   cuftom  to  the  contrary   notwith-  Weft  Indies, 
ftanding* 

33.  And   be  it  enabled,  &:c.     That  the  following  Goods  of  the 

enumerated  goods,  of  the  growth  or  production  of  the  fj^eUnitcdS^tatej 

faid  United  States,  the  property  of  the  citizens  there-  which   may  be 

r  -n   •  -n      r  t  •     -^         1    \       •  1  J  J     imported  into 

or,  or  of  Bntilh  lubjcciis,  duly  imported   and  enterea    ^^^  plantations 
according  to   law,    may   be  imported   into  any   land,    jhe'^WeftTndi^t 
ifland,  plantation,  or  territory  as  aforefaid  in  America,   enumerated, 
or  the  Bahama  or  Bermuda,  or  Somer  ifiands,  or  that 
part  called  the  Weft-Indies,  fubjedt  to  the  fame  regu- 

C  lations 
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lations  as  Britifh  built  fhips,  any  law,  ftatute,  or  cuf- 
tom  to  the  contrary  no:withftaijding*. 

Wheat. 

Flour. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peafe. 

Potatoes. 

Rice. 

Bread. 

Bifcuit. 

Indian  corn,  and  all  other  fpecles  of  grain. 

Fifn.  ^ 

Horfes. 

Mules. 

Neat  cattle. 

Sheep. 

Hogs. 

Poultry,  and  all  other  fpecies  of  live  ftock  and  !**♦ 

provifions. 
Sale 

Oil  train,  or  blubber. 
Pitch. 
Tar. 

Turpentine. 
Hemp. 
Flax. 
Wood  as  aforefaid,  wood  for  dying  excepted. 

•  Some  articles,  fiih  in  particular,  may  be  objeded  to.     But  we  ihouM 
conlider,  that  an  alteration  in  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  trade  cannot  be 
made  without  lifque  ;  and  that,  if  our  own  filheries  (fuppofing  that  they 
are  able  in  time  to   do  it)   cjn,  at  fome  dlftant  period,  fully  fupply  our 
Well  I.idies,   the  planters  will  be  great  fufl'erers  for  the  want  of  filh,  till 
that  period  arrives.     It   is  moft   probable  tliat  it  never  will  arrive.   The 
demind  of  the  foieign  markets  for  our  fifh   has  been  generally  equal  to 
the  capacity  of  our  hlheties  to   fupply  them  ;  confequently,   the   advan- 
tageous fituation  of  America  threw  th:  Weft  India  market  chiefly  into 
the  hands  of  her  merchjots  ;   and  they  muft  in  future  pollefs  it,  as  they 
can  fupply  it  upon  cheaper  and   better   terms.     The  markets  in  Europe 
are  mire  adapted  to  the  fituation  of  this  country  j  the  filh  fliips,  in  their 
circuleous  voyage,  making  a  ireight  homei 

34.  Anil 
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34.  And  be  it  craad,  &c.    That    the   following   ^^fjjf;  "/^"j) 
enumerated   floods  of  thfe  growth  or  prcdudion  of  any   the  plantations 

.  -        ,  ...        in   that  part  0/ 

land,  ifiand,  plantation,  or  territory  as  atorelaid,  in  A„,eiica  called 
that  part  of  America  called  the  Weft-Irdies,  duly  ex-  '^^.^'^J^^^'X; 
ported  and  entered  according  to  law,   may  be  exported   exported  to  the 

,         ,  .       .      ,    United   States, 

under  fufficient   fecunties  to  be  taken  by  the  principal   enumerated. 

officers  of  His  Majefty's  Cuftoms  in  the  fame,  that  the 

fdid   goods   fhall    be  landed  in  the  faid  United  States  ; 

which  fecurity   is  to  be  difcharged  only  by  a  certificate 

under   the   hand   and   feal  of  the  Britifh  conful,  vice- 

conful,  officers,  or   magiftrates,  or  on  proof  made  of 

the  faid  goods  having  been  taken    or  perifhed  in  the 

feas,  both  in  like  manner  as  aforefaid,  any  law,  ftatute, 

or  cuftom  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Sugar,  vccat.  brown  fugars  and  mufcovadoes, 

-  white  fugars, 

pannells, 

iVIelaffes, 

Rum, 

Cocoa  nuts, 

Coffee, 

Ginger, 

Piemento, 

Limes  and  oranges. 

35.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enaited.  Sec.  That     General claufc 
all  and  every  fuch  goods  or  commodities  of  the  growth   f"bjeaing  goods 

...  °  liable  to  duty  to 

or  production  of  the  faid  United  States,  as  fhall  be  im-    the  regulations 
ported  into  Great  Britain,  or  any  land,  ifland,   plan-   '""**• 
tation,  or  territory   as  aforefaid,  and  which  (hall   either 
be  lodged  in  warehoufes  as  aforefaid,  or  othcrwifej  and 
all  and  every  fuch  goods  or  commodities  of  the  growth, 
produ^ion,  or  manufatSure  of  Great  Britain,  or  any 

land, 
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land,  ifland,  territory  or  plantation  as  aforefaid,  and 
which  are  refpedively  fubje£l  and  liable  to  duties  of 
cxcife  and  cuftoms  on  the  importation  or  exportation 
thereof,  fhall  be  fubjedt  and  liable  to  the  fame ; 
and  to  be  applied  to  the  fame  ufes  and  purpofes, 
and  to  be  managed  and  colledled  by  the  fame  per- 
i  fons,    and  in    the  fame   manner,    and   to    be  fubjeil 

and  liable  to  all  and  every  the  fame  rules,  entries, 
refl:ri(Stions,  regulations,  limitations,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  as  are  in,  and  by  this,  or  any  other 
aft  of  Parliament,  by  which  the  faid  duties,  or  any  of 
them  are  granted  for  fuch  ufes  or  purpofes,  particularly 
defcribed,  appointed,  limited,  and  ena6}ed,  fave  and 
except  in  the  particular  inftances  herein  mentioned, 
and  provided  for,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  fame. 


